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Two sheets of metal and a board of Flexo Plywood 
are combined together to make a Flexometal panel. 
The metal skin is sealed and thus protects the 
plywood; it retains all the hygienic advantages of 
the metal, while the plywood contributes strength 
and stiffness. 

Weight is saved, so is valuable space, and a 
hygienic, ledgeless, vermin-proof and fire-resisting 
partition is easily built up from panels supplied in 
the finished size and shape required. 

Flexometal is a valuable material in a wide range 
of applications because it can be used where thick 
metal is ruled out by its weight, thin metal by its lack 
of rigidity, and wood by its absorptive qualities. 
Flexometal combines all the advantages with none 
of the disadvantages. 


FLEXO PLYWOOD INDUSTRIES LTD. SOUTH CHINGFORD, LONDON, E4 


Telephone : Silverthorn 2666 (7 lines) (Associated with Cork Manufacturing Co, Ltd.) 
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Telephone your nearest depot 


-_>~. LONDON - - Riverside 5026-9 CARDIFF - - - Cardiff 5413 


BIRMINGHAM - Smethwick | MANCHESTER - - Woodley 
0594 2231 
NEWCASTLE - - Newcastle 


BRISTOL - - - Bristol 57646 26990 


GLASGOW 
Murrays (Scaffolding) Ltd. 
Dougias 1891 
NORTHERN IRELAND 


James P. Corry & Co. Ltd. 
Belfast 23671 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Hunt, Leuchars & Hepburn 


INDIA 
Guest, Keen & Williams 


MILLS SCAFFOLD CO. LTD., TRUSSLEY WORKS, HAMMERSMITH GROVE, LONDON, W.6 
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LIMITED 


STABLISHE 
1840 





FOR 

FORTY YEARS 

| HAVE 

MAINTAINED AN EXPERT STAFF 
SPECIALISING IN THE BUILDING 


OF 


CHIMNEY SHAFTS, 
BOILER HOUSES, 
BOILER & ECONOMISER SETTINGS 


ALSO 


MAKERS OF STEEL CHIMNEYS. 


‘DANKS of NETHERTON LIMITED 


| Head Office : NETHERTON, DUDLEY London Office : (Temporary Address) 10 LITTLE GAYNES 
; GARDENS, UPMINSTER, ESSEX 


























: Telephone: CRADLEY HEATH 6217, 3 lines Telephone : UPMINSTER 3555 
|"HARCO” PRODUCTS 
| Ventilators Gutters 
Chimneys Tanks 
Air Ducts * Cisterns 
| Cyclones Cylinders 
| Bunkers Machinery Guards 
| Storage Bins, Racks and Cupboards for industrial purposes 
Although Priority orders take precedence we 
are still trying to serve our clients who have 
the appropriate authority to secure supplies 
‘ sake oh 











GA-HARVEY & Coitonnonl?? YoNsen sey 
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SHERARDIZING 
PREVENTS 
RUST! 


SHERARDIZING IS FULFILLING AN IMPORTANT ROLE 
IN THE NATIONAL EFFORT 














ZING ALLOY RUST-PROOFING CO. LTD. 


Crawford Street, Shakespeare Street, _ Minerva Road, 
Rochdale, Lancs Wolverhampton Chase Estate, London, N.W.10 


Copies of Information Sheet No. 108 and 
Text Book “‘ Sherardizing ”’ free on application 
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SOUTH WHARF, PADDINGTON, LONDON W.2 
Telephone-Paddington 909 (8 lines) Telegrams broadanco,London 
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Photo by courtesy of Kraft Cheese Co. Ltd. 


DUPLICATE SELF-CONTAINED 
HYDRAULIC GOODS LIFT INSTALLATION 


MEANWHILE WE, LIKE MOST ENGINEERS, 
ARE HELPING THE WAR EFFORT, BUT WHEN 
IT’S ALL OVER IT WILL BE TO YOUR DISTINCT 
ADVANTAGE TO GET OUR PROPOSALS 
AND QUOTATION FOR YOUR SCHEMES 


HENRY MILLER & CO. 


SKYHI WORKS, STANDARD ROAD, LONDON, N.W.10 
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@ SAVE SITE LABOUR 
@ SAVE TIMBER 


@ PROVIDE WORKING 
PLATFORM FOR 
FOLLOWING TRADES 


@ SAVE COST 
@ SAVE WEIGHT 


TRUSCON FLOORS * 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS ~ EARL'’S COURT * LONDON * SW5* PHONE: FROBISHER 8141 
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EMPIRE STONE 


for 


POST-WAR 
REBUILDING 








EMPIRE STONE =e army LIMITED 










NARBOROUGH, NEAR LEICESTER. TEL: NARBOROUGH 2202 
LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES: THANET HOUSE, 231, STRAND, W.C.2 
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BENHAM 
Cooking Apparatus 











A recent 
Benham Kitchen 
Installation 


BENHAM & SONS LTD. ire at the present 


time engaged upon many kitchens for war purposes, but they are still 


able to advise architects on schemes to be carried out after the war 





66 WIGMORE STREET, LONDON, W.I 
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‘DURASTEEL 2NE a 


COMPOSITE STEEL & ASBESTOS FIRE a sa 






Over 150 Government and Municipal 

Departments use DURASTEEL 3DF2— 

a sheet material of high fire resistance 

and mechanical strength. 

@ FIREPROOF PARTITIONING 

@ ROOF FIRE BREAKS AND 
FALSE CEILINGS 

@ DURASTEEL FIREPROOF 
DOORS TO F.O.C. SPECIFI- 
CATION 

COMPOSITE CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE PATENT 3DF2 DURASTEEL 

SHEET (which has _ passed official 

BS/ARP.47 and BS/ARP.27 tests) is 

illustrated below. 













Illustrated above are sectionalising par- 
titions and fire doors at an important 
Electricity Sub-Station, panelled through- 
out with 3DF2 DURASTEEL Sheeting 





Compressed asbestos composition core. 
SEND NOW FOR TECHNICAL DATA Key formed by stabbed steel bedded in core. 


Galvanized sheet stee! forming outer surface. 


mover © DUYRASTEEL ROOFS LIMITED 



































OLDFIELD LANE * GREENFORD 2 MIDDLESEX 
TELEPHONE : WAXLOW 1051! P.B.X. GRAMS : ENDURAFIRE, PHONE, LONDON 


AND BREEZE CONCRETE 


SLABS 


HOLLOW CONCRETE BLOCKS 


Standard size 18” x9” x9”. These blocks are invaluable for the rapid 
erection of Emergency or Permanent Buildings. They are made with 
Granite Aggregate obtained from our own Quarry at Croft. The 
Cement used is Best British Portland. 


BREEZE CONCRETE PARTITION SLABS 


Standard size 172” x 83”. Thickness 2” and 3”. A light weight Slab 
easily cut. Will take nails or screws. Made with clean washed and 
graded coke breeze and Best British Portland Cement. 








Your enquiries are invited. 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE CO. LTD. 


CROFT, Near LEICESTER. Tel.: Narborough 2261-2-3. Grams: “Adamant, Croft, Leicestershire ”’ 
London Office evacuated to 57, Rosebery Avenue, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard. Tel. : Leighton Buzzard 3228 
Branch Office & Works : West Bank, Widnes. Telephone : Widnes 2656-7 








ALWAYS SPECIFY 
(aite)ai 
ADAMANT 
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Telephone : 
BISHOPSG 





— 


(6 lines) 





BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 


ATE 3763 








SUN STREET 
FINSBURY SQ. 
RA4.2 
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TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION Lrtp. 


Contractors to 


WAR DEPARTMENT AIR MINISTRY 
MINISTRY OF WORKS AND PLANNING 
ADMIRALTY MINISTRY OF SUPPLY 
MINISTRY OF AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION 


CENTRAL ELECTRICITY BOARD ETC. 


TAYLOR WOODROW CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


10, ST. GEORGE STREET, HANOVER SQUARE, W.I. 
Also at RUISLIP ROAD, SOUTHALL, MIDDLESEX 


And Branches throughout the Country. 


Telephone : Telegrams : 
WAXlow 2366 (10 lines) TAYWOOD, SOUTHALL 
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Post-Victory reconstruction will provide problems of 
extreme magnitude . . . . but the repair and 
reconstruction of all that has so ruthlessly been laid 
waste will be undertaken with the greatest energy and 
enthusiasm and a fine spirit of co-operative goodwill 


SIR ROBT. MSALPI NE & SONS 


BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


Head Office: 
80 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.1 


Branches : 
Clydebank, Liverpool, Newark and Newcastle 
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Q There is no need to enlarge on the many remarkable 
193 : projects which have been carried out successfully with 
19 AQ the loyal co-operation of builders. The cuttings, which 


are reproduced from many different newspapers, give 
AL ample evidence of the country’s gratitude to manage- 


9 A’ ment and operative alike. 
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By [AN MACKAY, the Industrial Correspondent 
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WILSON 


LOVATT 


& SONS LTD. 





Messrs. Lanchester & Lodge, FF.R.I.B.A., Architects. 


PUBLIC WORKS 
& 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


London Office : 
569, Abbey House, 
Victoria Street, S.W.|1. 


Head Office : 
Clarence Street, 
Wolverhampton. 



































HINKINS & FREWIN 


LTD. 


BUILDING 
ana 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


OXFORD 





“HH & F Still Breaking Records ”’ 























Present : 


FUTURE . .. 


? 


Telephone : 
Swinton 226! (8 lines) 


LONDON OFFICE: Victoria House, Southampton Row, London, W.C.! 





ESN 





There exists no finer record of progress and achievement over the past 
three-quarters of a century than that of Gerrards, of Swinton. The name 
is symbolised throughout the Country in the many buildings erected for 
Government Departments, Municipal Bodies, Housing Schemes and Private 
Enterprises—a notable pre-war example being the Manchester Town Hall 
Extensions. 


For the present, the Company are unable to offer their services to the public 
but are maintaining their organisation and equipment at maximum efficiency, 
in readiness for post-war developments. 


The Directors and Management of Gerrards, of Swinton, look forward with 
confidence to the day when their organisation will again be free to service 
Private and Municipal Enterprises. 


J: GERRARD & SONS, LIMITED 


Builders and Contractors 
HEAD OFFICE: SWINTON, MANCHESTER 


SPECIALISTS IN HIGH-CLASS WOODWORK MADE IN OUR OWN WORKSHOPS 
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Tel.: Holborn 8348/9 & 8340 
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EXCAVATION BY TRACTOR € “SCRAPER 





Wr; \ 
MECHANICAL MIXING PLACING Mm 
SPREADING & FINISHING PLANT \ 14 


Ser 




















OWNED AND OPERATED BY 


KENT « SUSSEX 
CONTRACTORS trp 


BUILDING AND PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTORS 


CARLTON ROAD ERITH KENT ERITH 3000 
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Builders & 
PublicWorks 
Contractors 


established 


1I857 





















It was during the good old 
days immortalised by 
Dickens that the Company 
was founded. Eighty-six 
years of steady progress 
and expansion followed, 
and to-day our activities 
can be seen all over Great 
Britain, and we hope to 
play an important part in 
the National reconstruction 
that is to come. 


“a 


LONDON and NORWICH 


Telephone : London Wall 2417 (5 Lines). | Telephone : Norwich 707 
JOINERY WORKS AND STORES AT DAGENHAM 


Telephone : Seven Kings 4007 
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WILLIAM 


MOSS 


& SONS L2 


Builders & Contractors 


| LONDON 
LOUGHBOROUGH LIVERPOOL 














The Tesi of Time 


The historical importance of many {buildings 
demands that new partitions should be built 
with blocks that will stand]‘‘the test of 
time’; and possess, in a high; degree, 
qualities of fire and damp resistance; heat 
and sound insulation; and a perfect key for 
plastering. The choice of Sankey’s Cranham 
Blocks ensure that all these conditions will 
be fulfilled. 


St. James's Palace where Sankey's Prices and full particulars 
Cranham’ Blocks were _ use: on application. 


|[SANKEY'S | 


CRANHAM 
BLOCKS 


| J.H. SANKEY & SON, LT?? | 


ESTABLISHED (857. 


22, ALDWYCH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone: HOLborn 6949 (14 lines) Telegrams: ‘‘ Brickwork, Estrand, London.” 
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ANGLO - SCOTTISH 


CONSTRUCTION CO, LTD. 


























3 
ac r 


CONTRACTORS TO : 
WAR DEPARTMENT 
AIR MINISTRY 
H.M. OFFICE OF WORKS 
MINISTRY OF WORKS AND PLANNING 
CENTRAL ELECTRICITY BOARD 
PRIVATE ARCHITECTS 


erm. EFC. 


WAR ADDRESS & REGISTERED OFFICE : 


| THE RIDGWAY, WIMBLEDON, S.W.19 








Phone WIMBLEDON 5277/8 








BRANCHES AT :— 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


HORSHAM, SUSSEX 
GOSFORTH 52172 


HORSHAM 855 
BRIDPORT, DORSET 


BRIDPORT 264 
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For urgently-needed buildings cf Asbestos-cement Sheets. These 


photographs show a typical 


Asbestos-cement curved hut, 


national importance in all parts 
-of the country, curved huts 
are being erected of Turners’ 


illustrating the type of window 
“EVERITE” “BIGSIX™ 


—omm 


The mations need for Cured ft Unstrutlion 


This is-one of a series of advert- T U RN E R Ss The products shown in the above 
isements designed to show how = om 


* ~ photographs are— 
Asbestos-cement can help to solve A 8 B E s T Oo ~ was 
an almost infinitely varied range of Bs hy “EVERITE’’ ‘‘BIGSIX"’ Asbestos- 
problems. At present, war-time CE M E T 


cement Curved Corrugated 
needs have amonopoly of its service, co. LTD. Sheets: and 
but when peace comes the manu- 


facturers look forward to extending TRAFFORD PARK “EVERITE”’ ‘“‘BIGSIX" Asbestos- 
further its usefulness. MANCHESTER 17 cement Deadlights. 


— available. 
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SERVICE 
with a smile! 


Whether you are buying a box of 
cigars or requiring steel fabrics and 
designs for reinforced concrete 
structures a willing, pleasant service 
helps such a lot! 


Our staff of expert designers dre 
maintained to help you in whatever 
concreting problems confront you— 
and you will find their service ready 
and efficient just as the 
products they will recommend are 
reliable ! 


TWISTEEL REINFORCEMENT LTD., ALMA STREET, SMETHWICK, STAFFS. 


and at London, Belfast, Warrington and Glasgow 


Telephone Nos. : 
SMETHWICK - 1991 (5 LINES) 


LONDON - ~ SLOANE 9218 (3 LINES) 


BELFAST . . ° 24641 (3 LINES) 
WARRINGTON - : ° 273 


GLASGOW - CITY 7661 (4 LINES) 
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This plant comes from 
the broadest experience 


. experience not only of designing and building plants for 
ventilation of crowded places, but of the incorporation of 


activated carbon and particulate filters to deal with deleterious 








gases. Heating arrangements for incoming air can be incorporated 
if required. We have supplied plants, large and small, for 
industrial concerns, municipalities, office buildings, flats, etc., 
with means for standby operation in emergency. Write for 


' full particulars. 


a 
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SUTCLIFFE, SPEAKMAN & COMPANY LIMITED 


Telephone: 94, 95, 96 Leigh LEIGH e LANCASHIRE Grams: ‘Utilization,’ Leigh, Lancs. 
LONDON OFFICE : 66 Victoria Street, London, S.W.| j 


HOLDERS OF LICENCES TO USE HOME OFFICE CERTIFICATION MARK, LICENCE Nos. Il, IV, V, V!, Vil, XIV and XXiIl. @ F.L.I 
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Wherever there is a doorway there is a 
Bolton Gate suitable for it, and, when one 
is fitted, it has ‘‘ Come to Stay.” Nothing 
can rival the ease of operation of these 
collapsible gates, strong and yet light—a 
touch is sufficient to open or close them. 


They are made to last as 


long as the 
building, are fire-resisting, absolutely draught 
proof, and as the opening need never be 


larger than necessary, they retain the 


maximum amount of heat. 





Telephone: Bolton 4240 (2 lines). 


Telegrams : ‘* Gates,”’ 





Bolton, Eng. 








CINEMAS LIFT GATES HANGARS 
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Whether you are interested in a gate for a factory or a 
shed, a lift, a hangar or a Canteen Counter we shall be 
glad to co-operate with you and will prepare estimates 
against architects’ without obligation. Our 
catalogue, which will be sent on request, contains illus- 
trations of many types of Bolton Gates, and gives full 
information and dimensional details. 


drawings 


BOLTON GATE CO. LTD. 


Bolton, Lancs., England. 





GARAGES CANTEEN COUNTERS 





dm 900A 
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SIEGWART 


PRECAST FLOORS AND ROOFS 


NO CENTERING REQUIRED 








SIEGWART FIREPROOF FLOOR COMPANY LIMITED 
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts. Tel. : Rickmansworth 2268 9 
Branches: BIRMINGHAM, LEICESTER, MANCHESTER, GLASGOW 











































| | 
PERMANITE 


MASTIC 


ASPHALTE 


AND 
FLEXIBLE 


FLAT 
ROOFING 











PERMANITE LTD. 
455 OLD FORD RD. LONDON E.3 
Telephone: ADVANCE 2753 (6 Lines) 


DEPOTS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCES 
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“One of Britain’s Best Floors for Factories”’ 














HERE ARE TWO ROADS : 
WHICH ONE WILL YOU TAK 


One road leads to increased production by reducing 


tractive effogim™and eliminating waste and stoppages for 


repair work@™™l his road is so important that one cannot 
consider any Other. 


Stelcon is helping the National Effort in many hundreds 
of factories. With a licence we can also help you. 


STELCON (INDUSTRIAL EPLGHEERS) Lie 


CLIFFORD’S Tim 


LONDON, €E.C.4 
Telephone: HOLBORN 2916 
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Our knowledge and experience 

M. mN R iF E Y covers all types of roofing ana 
we are always pleased to discuss 

problems with the technicians 

concerned. Marley products are 

R @) e) F 7 | G available for lightweight factory 
roofing, permanent factory roof- 


INFORMATION SERVICE ing, flat roofing and_ tiling. 





SCREED IF REQUIRED JOINTS MAY BE GROUTED 


—a LIGHTWEIGHT FACTORY ROOFING 


As recommended by the Depart- 

ment of Scientific and Industrial 

Research Wartime Building 
-GRIPFAST PLATE. Bulletin No. 15A. 


“P’ SYSTEM FIXING. 





MARLEY ‘EAGLE’ PRECAST AND 
REINFORCED CONCRETE UNITS 


Insuring easy handling and 
rapidity in erection. 





MARLEY ROOFING TILES 


THE ROMAN. An economical roof of high 
performance and distinctive appearance. Each 
tile has two rolls with solid ends for eaves tiles. 
NOTE THE DEEP INTERLOCK Usually laid without dentil course at ridge. 
Size : 16}” x 13?”. .Weight: 8} cwt. per square. 


F 3 , Gauge: 13gins. No. per square: 87. 





THE LUDLOW. The lowest cost tile roofing. Inter- 
locking type. Size: 15”x9”. Weight: 7 to 8 cwt. per 
square. Gauge: 1l to 12 in. No. per square:. 12’ 


gauge, 150; 11” gauge, 165. me 6MANUFACTURERS 
_ 
THE PLAIN. Size: 10}”x64” with full range of specials. 





OF ALL KINDS OF 








PRECAST CONCRETE 
THE MARLEY TILE COMPANY, LIMITED PRODUCTS 


HEAD OFFICE - - - LONDON ROAD, RIVERHEAD, SEVENOAKS, KENT 
Telephone and Telegrams: Sevenoaks 1251 Works throughout the Country 
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<> War” 


REMEMBER /T 'S WATERPROOF 





Technical Waterproofing Compounds and Damp Resisting Compositions for all 
Structural materials—all purposes and conditions. 


Two of our leading Services : 


R.1.W. *““MARINE CEMENT”? Sandwich System of Waterproofing for floor of 


Hutments, Hostels, Canteens, Factories, etc., as used 
by the Ministry of Aircraft Production and Ministry 
of Works and Planning, etc. 


R.1L.W. “TOXEMENT’?’ Cement. Waterproofing Compound. A highly 


technical and scientific product for the integral 
waterproofing of Concrete, Cement, Mortar and 
Stucco. For all purposes it is only necessary to use 
Toxement in the proportion of 2 per cent. of 
the amount of Portland Cement used in the mix. 





There is an R.I.W. Answer to every 
Protective Question 











Office and Works: 


THE R.I.W. PROTECTIVE PRODUCTS CO., LTD. 
cuenkenweut e722, ORSMAN ROAD, LONDON, N.1  cenentt6K°?Syo0n 


Late CANAL ROAD 


























PRODUCTS 





IN STAINLESS STEEL 


The manufacture of well-designed and sturdily built Stainless Steel Equipment is our job. Sinks and Sink Units 
we produce in a wide range of standard models for small domestic kitchens, for large hospitals and hotels. 
UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS STAINLESS STEEL IS ONLY AVAILABLE FOR ESSENTIAL WORK. 


STAINLESS STEEL SINK CO. LTD. 


Head Office and Works: London Office and Showroom: 
LEEDS : Ring Rd., Lower Wortley. LONDON : [4 Great Peter St., Westminster, S.W.! 
Telephone : Armley 38711. Telephone : Abbey 1575 





a 
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CRITTALL 
WINDOWS 











WHEN YOU 
REBUILD 











. CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., 210 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.I. 
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The ‘* Cyclone "’ Air 
Conditioning Apparatus 


ae s 


Specify... 


EQUIPMENT 


PLANTS FOR VENTILATION PLENUM HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING DRYING DUST, STEAM 
AND FUMES REMOVAL INDUCED DRAUGHT 
Makers of the well-known “‘ CYCLONE” FANS FOR ALL PURPOSES 


(including Centrifugal Fans for High and Low Speeds) — UNIT 
HEATERS — AIR WASHERS — VISCOUS AIR FILTERS 


May we have the opportunity of serving you? Brochures sent on request. Please state our Ref. AB/P. 


MATTHEWS & YATES LTD. 


SWINTON, MANCHESTER AND LONDON 
GLASGOW LEEDS CARDIFF 


BIRMINGHAM 


RNS _ 
Ss 








The ** Cyclone *” 
Slow Speed 
Multivane Fan 











FOR 


APPLICATION 





Ferrogran 


For a number of years we have studied the individual requirements of industry in connection with Floor and 
Wall Surfaces and are in an excellent position to offer a large range of materials suitable for Acid and Non-Acid 
A brief idea of these is given below, and enquiries, large and small, will be welcomed. 


purposes. 


Flag Flooring 


INDUSTRIAL FLOORING— 


Detailed schemes for all Industrial Flooring problems (Acid and Non-Acid)—Full range of machine-polished 
Tiles in attractive colours for decorative schemes—Ferrogran Steel Faced Flags for heavy Industrial Floors. 


PRODORDUR ART TILES for Floors and Walls— 


These Tiles are obtainable in a comprehensive range of plain and various combinations of colour. 


FLOOR & WALL SURFACING CONTRACTORS 


INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL 





Acidproof Flooring and Channelling 












TH 


ENQ’ 


The r 
wide: 
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It is 
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an 
seq! 
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It is 
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slat 











They 


are manufactured under great hydraulic pressure and are non-crazing, fadeless and washable. 


PRODORGLAZE— 


A very attractive finish for interior walls, which is applied in situ by a new and effective spraying process. 


EAGLE WORKS 


WEDNESBURY 











Phone : WEDnesbury 0284 TTS. 


(Private Branch Exchange). 


A 











| | 


PRODORITI|<—— 


Phone 


ARTILLERY HOUSE, 
ARTILLERY ROW 


LONDON, S.W.! 
- = Abbey 1547 & IS 


bit 















annelling 


tenement 


r and 
1-Acid 


lished 


*loors. 


They 


rocess. 
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SISALKRAFT’S POPULARITY 


| 
| EXPERIMENT 


It is an interesting psychological study to 
follow the processes of the mind which 
lead to the continued selection of Sisal- 
kraft to such an extent that it becomes 
an accepted standard. Stated in logical 
sequence, they may be considered to 
fall in the order stated above. 


It is sufficient to deal at length only with 
the penultimate link in the chain of 
reasoning ; and to adduce the following 
facts: Sisalkraft has no equal as a 
lining to hutments, and other wooden 
structures—as a sarking under tiled or 
slate roofs—as an underlay to parquet 
and hardwood curing 
concrete—for partitions and for tem- 
porary repairs to bombed roofs, walls 
and windows—for any kind of membrane 
insulation—and many other jobs where 


floors—for 


either temporary or permanent protec- 
tion is required. 


It has an interior reinforcement of 
crossed sisal fibres closely placed. These 


are embedded in two layers of pure 


bitumen, with. which each of the cover 


SISALKRAF [ 











Daeiteeneneilll 


|OUSE, 
ROW 


PSYCHOLOGY : 
nature, functions, and phenomena of 
the mind. — Oxford Dictionary. 


The science of 








a 
COMPARISON 


| 
ENQUIRY EVIDENCE 
| | | 

The result of Rigid tests It is con- Weighing the 
widespread to which sistentiy used merits of 
national advert- samples by Government Sisalkraft 
ising of the received were Departments, against 
product. subjected. Municipal competitive 

Authorities, and products. 

Public Works 

Contractors. 


sheets is also generously coated ; and 
the whole is combined under pressure. 
The resulting sheet is of great strength : 
and is completely waterproof and air- 
tight. It is light in weight, pliable, clean 
and odourless ; and is therefore easy 
to handle. 


Sisalkraft Standard Grade is reserved 
for the highest priority orders of Govern- 
ment Departments, Municipal Authori- 
ties, and Public Works Contractors. A 
limited supply of Sisalkraft No. 2 Grade 
is available for other jobs of national 
importance where Sisalkraft Standard 
Grade cannot be supplied. Sisalkraft 
No. 2 Grade is the nearest rival that 
Sisalkraft Standard Grade is ever likely 
to meet, and has a wide range of 
usefulness. 


TRADE 


Sole Distributors for British Sisalkraft Ltd. 








s.W.! 
547 & 15H 












Telephone : HOLborn 6949 (14 lines) 


J.H.SANKEY & SON. LT? 





ESTABLISHED 1857 


DISCRIMINATION 


The ultimate 
choice of 
Sisalkraft 


SANKEY & >: 


= 








MARK 


22 ALDWYCH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telegrams : BRICKWORK, Estrand, London 
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Concrete can be made quite waterproof without 


the addition of an integral proofer. But in the 
majority of cases it is not practicable to ensure 
on the site the strictly controlled conditions 
possible in the laboratory. Furthermore, site 
conditions are often severe and call for accelera- 
tion in the setting of the concrete to prevent 
percolation during the set. No. | METALLIC 
LIQUID DOES ACCELERATE THE SETTING 
TIME OF CONCRETE and makes it possible to 
reduce substantially the amount of gauging 
water, whilst retaining ‘‘ workability.’’ The 
resultant concrete is not only guaranteed 
waterproof but permanently harder and denser 
than a similar concrete made with plain water, 
however carefully mixed. In short, No. | 
Metallic Liquid produces under PRACTICAL 
conditions concrete of LABORATORY quality. 


25,000 Gallons of No. |! Metallic Liquid 
have been used for waterproofing four of the largest aircraft 
factories in Gt. Britain. Tens of thousands of gallons have been 
specified by Municipal Authorities and factory owners for water- 
proofing A.R.P. Shelters. For 30 years this solution has been 
regularly supplied to the Government Departments and numerous 
| Municipal Authorities for waterproofing cement renderings and 
Ps for making concrete floors waterproof and dustless. 
5/- 


Lillingtons 
NO 


- 1 METALLIC LIQUID Mitte 

















SOLD UNDER GUARANTEE 


Write for the Brochure No. 15. 


GEORGE LILLINGTON & COMPANY LIMITED 
TATE ROAD, SUTTON, SURREY. ‘Phone: EWELL 1851 


@ 75-13 

























BLACKOUT VENTILATORS 
and STEEL 
OBSCURATION SHUTTERS 





j i 
Newhaven Patent pending 


This is the only double Blackout Chevron Ventilator and it is ap- 
proved by the Home Office. It is fitted by merely removing a pane 
of glass and drilling four holes in the window frame so that the ven- 
tilator when fixed replaces the glass—it can later be removed and 
the window re-glazed without structural repair. Supplied ready for 
fixing. Sizes:12”x12”, 12”x18”, 18’x12”, 18’x18” Double Chevron. 













































HILLS STEEL OBSCURATION SHUTTERS are designed to 
give for all practical purposes 85 per cent natural light J 
combined with complete obscuration at night, and a 
weatherproof protection should glass be broken by 
concussion or blast. The system is fully approved by 
the Air Ministry and Ministry of Supply. 








Descriptive Leaflets on Application. 


HILLS PATENT GLAZING COMPANY LIMITED 
ALBION ROAD, WEST BROMWICH. PHONE: WEST BROMWICH 1025 (6 lines). 


LONDON OFFICE WAR ADDRESS: 24, HEATH HURST ROAD, HAMPSTEAD, N.W3 
PHONE: HAMPSTEAD 6700. 40.-W. 
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Architects and designers have much to occupy them in planning for 
better, brighter and more comfortable living. Connollys will be there to 
play their part in this renaissance. For well over 60 years Connolly 
Leather, made for a variety of purposes, has exemplified the perfection of 
the Curriers’ art. As to Upholstery Hides in particular, we are, even under 
present conditions, finding time to study how to produce leather even 


better than that which before the war earned so world-wide a reputation. 


=|| Conrereolly 


















ken by 
»ved by 
CONNOLLY BROS. (Curriers) LTD., CHALTON STREET, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.1. "PHONE: EUSTON 1661/3 
MITED Makers of fine leather since 1878 
5 (6 lines). 




















EAD, N.W3 
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oo ENCASEMENT NEED NO 

LONGER BE A DAMP AND 
MESSY BUSINESS; THIS NEW 
TYPE OF ENCASING BLOCK WILL 
ALTER ALL THAT. NOTE THE SPLIT 
SOFFIT WHICH COMPELS BLOCKS 
TO ENGAGE IN PAIRS AND SO 
HOLD BOTH SIDES IN PLACE ON 
THE JOIST. PRE-CAST FLOORING 
UNITS MAY REST UPON THESE 
BLOCKS FOR THEY HAVE NO- 
SUSPENSION RODS TO GET IN 
THE WAY. 





SPECIFY TWIN BLOCK ENCASE- 
MENT. 





PARTICULARS FROM 


CONSTONE, LIMITED 


SOUTH WIGSTON, Near LEICESTER Tel.: 89143 





— 
—— 


GREEN\WGDD ~AIRIAAC 
a — 


honnnand 
FOR THESE DA L—S anv THE MORROW 














































®SPECIALISTS IN THE MANUFACTURE OF 
BLACKOUT AND GAS PROOF VENTILATORS 


AIRVAC VENTILATORS PROVIDE BALANCED VENTILATION WITH 
SUPREME PERFORMANCE FOR BUILDINGS, SHIPS AND VEHICLES 


GREENWOOD’S AND AIRVAC VENTILATING COMPANY, LTD. 


| BEACON HOUSE - - - -_ 113, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 | 






























Telegrams : RHODESPACA, LONDON. Telephone : CHANCERY 8135-6-7. 
























1D: 


| 
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GREEK ARCHITECTURE 
DORIC 
DETAILS OF THE PARTHENON 



















ACROTERION TYMPUM <<a 


INCLINATION <<a 


( 134° — 








Se (ira, Fe 









20 
FLUTINGS 


A WONDER OF THE WORLD 








The PARTHENON, Athens 


‘“*Whate’er we hold of beauty, half is 
hers.’’ There is no doubt that Greece 
has been the source of most of our 
modern literary and artistic inspiration, 
and in Architecture ancient Greece was 
supreme. 


*“BITUPROOF’ waterproofing com- 
pounds are specified by leading 
architects. They ensure beauty and 
durability. In conjunction with Rot- 
proofed and ‘BITUPROOF’ impregnated 
reinforcing Membrane they are used 
for all really difficult waterproofing 
problems. 


fo 
= 
= 
= 


Here is the Parthenon, masterpiece 
of the Doric, the early period of Greek 
architecture. It was built in 438 B.C. 
in the time of Pericles. The architects 
were Ictinus and Callicrates, and that 
great artist Pheideas was the chief 
sculptor. The Parthenon is a temple 
dedicated to Athena Parthenos (the 
virgin Athena). It has been terribly 
damaged by war—especially by Turkish 
artillery in the great Turkish war, but 
its beauty is still evident .. . 


Our advice on such matters is always 
at your disposal. 


*BITUPROOF ’ is suitable for water- 
proofing roofs of :— 


Slate Cement Asbestos Concrete 

Tile Sheets Steel 

Corrugated Iron Timber 
Felt and Sheeting 


wnawmawmoeceevsnmeweaveawececae acon Meo -- = 





WE MANUFACTURE SPECIAL GRADES FOR 
ALL INDUSTRIAL USES 








TTT WIP RO) IF 


Manufactured by 


_BRITISH BITUMEN EMULSIONS LIMITED 


Head Office : Telephone : Telegrams : 
Trading Estate, Slough, Bucks. Slough 21261 “ Colfix,”” Slough 
Also at 7 
Telephone : Telegrams : 
High West Street, Gateshead Gateshead 71803 Gateshead 71803 
Maukinfauld Road, Glasgow, E.2 Bridgeton 516 ** Lomix,’’ Glasgow 
Saltney, near Chester Chester 1688 Chester 1688 





Write to Department ‘B,’ Slough, for Literature. 






© BBE 30 
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Short Rules for 


REINFORCED CONCSI 


2 ye \ 





I The design and detail drawings should 
be obtained from Specialists in Reinforced 
Concrete Design. 





2 The foundations if in clay should be excavated and filled in quickly to 
prevent moisture changes. 


3 The proportions for concrete are gen- 
erally 4 parts stone, 2 parts sand, 1 part 
cement by volume. For some _ purposes 
13 parts cement are used, giving denser 
and stronger concrete. 





@ Stone and sand must be clean . . . special precaution with sand, 
which often contains loar or other harmful impurity. 


5 Mixing water must ve clean—Volume 30% to 70° of volume of 
cement, depending on dampness of stone and sand. When well rammed, 

the surface of the concrete should be just moist. 
—Ftiinmn) 


—S = 


























@ Reinforcement must be bent cold, as shown on 
the working drawings, and must be supported in 
position to give the proper cover of concrete. 

















| 7 Shuttering must be cleaned before use, and 
must be stiffened and braced so,that no part of it will be moved 
by the weight and the ramming of the concrete. 









Issued by THE BRITISH REINFORCED CORE 


Specialists in Reinforced ConcreBsig 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL, LEEDS, LEICESTER, MANCHESTEMEW 
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TE CONSTRUCTION 





$8 Column bars must be held in place. This can be done by wood 
templates at the top, or by attachment to the shuttering. 


9 The open side of column shuttering should be built 
up only slightly in advance of the concrete so that the 
concrete can be easily rammed. The concrete of a day’s 
work should be finished level with the top of the open 
side so that, if dirt gets on it, it can be seen and 
cleaned off before adding more concrete. 





4@ Every joint should be at right angles to the main reinforcement. 
The face should be swilled and coated with cement mortar before adding 
fresh concrete. If more than two days old, it should be hacked first. 


Il Finished concrete should be protected for three 
days against quick drying, if the weather is hot or 
windy. 





12 Shuttering should be removed with the least damage to the timber 
and none to the concrete. 


BRC¢ 








CORETE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. STAFFORD 
oncreBsigns and Suppliers of Reinforcement 
HESTEBEWCASTLE, SHEFFIELD, CARDIFF, GLASGOW, DUBLIN, BELFAST 
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C2 
Wrought 
Light Alloys 


DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION 





ADVISORY SERVICE 


BUREAU 











iL. resources of the aluminium alloy 
industry are at the disposal of all 
interested or engaged in the fabrica- 
tion, treatment and use of wrought 
light alloys. Works managers, metal- 
lurgists, chemists, foremen, charge 
hands and others are invited to send 


their problems to the Bureau. All 


enquiries should be addressed to the 


Manager of the Association. 


WROUGHT LIGHT ALLOYS 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 


63 Temple Row, 


Union Chambers, Birmingham, 2 


Manager : 
E. G. West, Ph.D., B.Sc. 


Telephone : MIDland 0721 
Telegrams : LIGHTALDEV, B’HAM 2 





Other ‘‘Bell’’ Lanterns 





Long Burning 
PARAFFIN LAMP 








7 DAYS’ LIGHT 


WITHOUT ATTENTION 
on I pints of paraffin oil 


In reinforced fine-finish cemént-sand con- 
crete, provided with air-inlets in base and 
outlets for combusted products. Housing 
spray-painted white with cast metal door 
enamelled white and fitted with lever lock. 


Model ‘D?’ illustrated has been specially 
designed for Road Barriers and conforms 
to the requirement of the Ministry of 
War Transport. 

Supplied with 2-way or 3-way illumina- 
tion with longitudinal slit }’’ wide, with 
ruby windows. Can be built into the 
Road Barriers or used as an independent 
unit standing on the ground. 


a - L L (Patent No. 536989) 


A.R.P. LANTERN 


WRITE NOW for complete details of ‘‘ Bell” Lanterns. 
May we send you a sample Lantern for testing ? 


A. BELL & CO. LTD. (Depr. ‘ A’), Gold Street, 
Northampton. (Phone 771). Also Glasgow. 


include: 





























Model “A” Shelter 
Indicator. 

Model ‘‘B”’ for Street 
Islands, Pedestrian 
Crossings, etc. 

Model ‘‘C” for in- 
terior illumination. 

Models “‘E”’ and “*F”’ 
for use with Main 
Electric Supply. 

Model “‘G’’ for general 

utility purposes. 


APPROVED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME  SE- 
CURITY and by the MINISTRY 
OF WAR TRANSPORT. 











UNSURPASSED 


for ECONOMY 




















































oR 








Tue ARcHITECTs’ JouRNAL for January 21, 1943 [xli 








— 














MINISTRY OF SUPPLY HOUSING 


Architect: ARTHUR W. KENYON, F.R.1.B.A. 








SANTTARY EQUIPMENT 


DENT & HELLYER Le 


For Housing Kitchens, Factories, Hospitals, Hotels, Offices, etc. DENT & 
HELLYER, LD. equipment covers every modern requirement for sanitary 
appliances of the highest standard. Special installations developed. Our 
technical service is based on unequalled experience of Sanitation, and is at 


the service of the Profession. 




















DENT & HELLYER L 


f Red lion Square) Offices 103 KINGSWAY.WC 2. Zev Hor 64/5 


SPECIALISTS FOR OVER 200 YEARS IN SANITARY ENGINEERING 
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EVODE INSULATING PASTE 


is a specially prepared bitumen, free from pitch or tar and having a permanent 
elasticity. It is an ideal waterproofing material unaffected by extremes of heat 
or cold. Frost will not cause it to become brittle or crack, and the sun’s heat 
will not cause it to run. 180,000 sq. ft. of A.R.P. Shelter roofs have been 
waterproofed by us for the City of Westminster Council alone—135,000 sq. ft. 
of Static Water Tanks have been lined for the L.C.C. and M.O.W.P. Emergency 
Department. 


EVODE FROST PROTECTIVE IOI T.S 


FOR CONCRETE DURING FROST. Hundreds of thousands of yards of 
Aerodrome runways have been laid during frost with the aid of Evode Frost 
Protective 101 T.S. 


EVODE MELLITOL 


cement waterproofer is Patented, and test No. P.392 made by R. H. HENRY 
STANGER, Esq., A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.Mech.E., M.I.Struct.E., F.C.S., reported 
that at a pressure of 150 Ib. per sq. inch (345 ft. head) there was no water 
percolation whatever. Evode Mellitol densifies concrete by its chemical action 
on cement, and as only | Ib. is needed per 100 Ibs. of cement, its cost is as low 
as 5/10d. per cubic yard. 


EVODE CHEMICAL WORKS, L™ 


PROTECTION 22 Stone Road, STAFFORD 


Registered Trade Mark felegrams : ** Evode"’ Telephone : 439 
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To sueed up esstrilial dnieling.. 


GIRLINGS 

HOLLOW 

CONCRETE 
BEAMS 


for Floors & Roofs 

















DETAIL OF 
FLOOR 


PEED is vital in the erection of 

essential wartime structures. Easily 
and quickly installed by semi-skilled 
labour, GIRLING’S Precast Concrete 
Floor and Roof Beams form a solid, 
firm platform upon which following 
trades can proceed without delay, thus 
reducing building time to the mini- 
mum. On recent priority contracts 
fixing progress at the rate of over eres 


SECTION THROUGH BEAM. STAN DARD 6 DEEP 
1,000 yards per day was consistently 
. : NO T : : 
maintained. For speed... safety... pe ERING STEEL & 


; CEMENT REDUCED TO THE MINIM 
economy ... specify GIRLING Beams. sit 


GIRLING’S FERRO-CONCRETE CO., LTD. 


SOUTH : Great West Road, Feltham, MIDLANDS : Rothwell, near Leeds. SCOTLAND : Southbank Be Kirkintilloch, 
Middlesex. Phone : HOUnslow 1158 Phone : Rothwell 3174 (Leeds Extension) Glasgow. Phone : Kirkintilloch 1785 
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Patent No. 519406 


FOR APPLYING ANY TYPE OF BOARD TO CEILING & WALLS 


The Wallboard is secured to sherardised, pressed steel, slotted T-section by wedges. To 
the right are shown the methods of attaching the support to various forms of purlin. 





r 













t THE THREE 
i COMPONENTS : 
L CROSS TEE -_ Z 





WOOD WEDGES __,<> lb 
O° CENTRES 


ANY TYPE OR THICKNE 


~ 8 POINTS TO BE NOTED 


I. Fixed to UNDERSIDE of purlins — steel or wood — who proceeds with his work ahead of the AnD Wedge 
covering unsightly hook bolts, clips, etc. Method. 
2. Assures the insulating value of air-space between roof 6. Any thickness of board can be used, from }” to 3”. 
and underside of purlins. No dust or dirt. 7. This method can be used for applying linings to 
3. Can be fixed to steel or wood purlins of roofs and exterior walls. 
joists of flat ceiling. 8. The simplicity of application is such that any con- 
4. No unsightly nail heads showing. tractor can apply the AnD Wedge Method, and the 
5. Can be applied to new or old buildings of any con- materials making up this method can be purchased 


struction independently of the roofing contractor, by the contractor. 





Full particulars, specification and a typical layout will be sent on request 


C. F. ANDERSON & SON, LTD. 
Wallboards for Government Work 


Send us your ‘‘certificate of requirements ’’ (such as Form PC/WD/! War Dept.) and we will arrange for licence application to Paper Control 


HARRIS WHARF, GRAHAM STREET, LONDON, N.I. TELEPHONE: CLERKENWELL 4582 


: TAS/AN/40. 
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ROLLING SHUTTERS 


and STEEL POURS 
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ROLLING GRILLE ROLLING SHUTTER (OUTSIDE) 
ACTUAL MANUFACTURERS : 


Dennison, Kett& Co., Ltd. 


Offices and Works: 
KENOVAL HOUSE, 226/230 FARMER’S ROAD 
LONDON, S.E.5 (Phone: RELIANCE 42(6) 


SUCCESSORS TO CLARK, BUNNETT & CO. LTD., THE 


RT 











ORIGINAL PATENTEES OF ROLLING SHUTTERS (IN 1837) 
100 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
Fann MM 0 
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WALL PANELS IN HY-RIB CONSTRUCTION 





3k Hy-Rib provides a rigid base for cement 


plaster wall panels. 


Ke Hy-Rib “key”-mesh is specially designed $e Hy-Rib reinforces the cement plaster and 
to give the cement plaster a tenacious produces panels of great strength. 


bond. 
% Hy-Rib construction for walls is rapid and 


economical. 


Over 12,000,000 square feet of Hy-Rib 
combined centering and reinforcement 

















AND REINFORCEME! 








HY-RIB SALES - 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS ° EARLS COURT > S-W-S - PHONE: FROBISHER 8141 
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CONTRACTORS TO ADMIRALTY, c> WAR OFFICE @ AIR MINISTRY 
= 
\ 
4 
4 
To 


@)  Avens Controls Limited 
Sok Mlanutacturers and Vendors of 


CIRECTORS 
TELEPHONES 
ADDISCOMBE 305!/4 ROY FAULKNER, 


TELEGRAMS A.W. BRISTOW. 
UNICONTROL, PHONE, LONOCN Ww. BOOTH, Inst. B.E. 


CODES 


eae Oe eee G CONTROL UNITS Se ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE 
— 4p PATENTED IN ALL COUNTRIES 


YOUR REF 


a yy 


ADDRESSED TO THE COMPANY 


ce AND NOT TO INDIVIDUALS. 


ROAD - EASS 


An Open Letter to the Architectural Profession and the Building Trade 





Gentlemen, 
Arens Window Controls 





Our products today, as is the case with most other firms, 
are available only for essential building work and we regret our 
inability to accept orders of a more general nature, 


However, we hope to play our part in the re-building of our 
towns and cities when happier times return to the world and we will 


be in a position to offer several improvements which should further 
enhance our reputation, 


We shall be pleased to 
forward our Catalogue and 
Information Sheet No. 441 on 
request,or these may be obtained 
from our main distributors, The 
Crittall Manufacturing Company, 
Ltd.,of 210, High Holborn,W.C.l. 


Yours faithfully, 


ARENS CONTROLS LIMITED 


Secretary. 
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FACTORY EQUIPMENT 


HELPS TO SPEED UP PRODUCTION 


Factory Partitions 
in Sections for 
rapid erection 


je ” 
/ / 
ata ao 9 a EP AOS 


=: 


Sankey-Sheldon are able to 
supply Essential Equipment 
to factories and workshops 
that are engaged on work 
of National Importance. 


Stee! Equipment includes : 
ADJUSTABLE STEEL SHELVING, 
BINS AND RACKS FOR THE 
CLASSIFIED STORAGE OF 
TOOLS AND MACHINE PARTS, ia 
WORK BENCHES, STOOLS, ETC. fe 





Telegrams : 


Telephone : 
“Sankeshel, Oxford” MODERN STEEL EQUIPMENT 


— 
40 CANNON STREET LONDON E C 4 BHADLEY CASTLE WORKS WELL" CTON SALOP 
Chief Office: Stroud Court, Eynsham, Nr. Oxford. 


London Office: 46, Cannon Street, E.C.4 :: Telephone: City 3811-2 


Branches in most Provincial Cities 
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The most efficient roof 


for war-time building 


ERE is a method of roofing perfected by Bradford’s before the war 

and fully justified since as the most efficient for present day conditions. 

The roof consists of a_ thin reinforced concrete shell, stiffened by beams 
so as to carry the usual loads. The comparatively small self weight permits 
a great range of spans, from 20 feet to 200 feet. Construction is economical 
in time, man-power and material. (Only half the normal amount of steel 
is used and very little 

shuttering.) The advantages in 

use are many—high resistance 

to fire and ‘blast, negligible 

cost of maintenance, clear 


unbroken interior surfaces 


<= Vertes eee: 


<eers STS 


allowing the most efficient 
lighting, but giving no lodgment 


for dust. 
Top: Large Span. Centre: North Light. Bottom: Continuous Light. 


BRADFORDS 


FOR CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 


FOUNDED 1898 F. BRADFORD & CO. LTD - FERRO-CONCRETE ENGINEERS - ANGEL RD., LONDON, N.I8 - TOTTENHAM 4267 





1] THe Arcuirects’ JourNAL for January 21, 1943 


S 
S 
nN 


LAY YOUR 
REPUTATION 
WITH THE JOB 


a toe 


So many contractors and others 
are specifying McCall’s ** Matobar "’ 
welded fabric reinforcement for 
roads, slabs, rafts and (in long 
mesh) for suspended work. They 


know that ‘‘Matobar’’ ensures 


“AUT LILLINGTONS We 2 cay | WES Sooexcer et 


manufacture reinforcing _ bars, 
straight or bent, in mild and high 


ee No 2 Metallic » ; tensile steel: helicals, hoops, 


ening ; p welded units and other items for 
Liquid is absorbed into brickwork & a a tailaallaes 





OPO 


without discolouring the surface, and 
; ‘ = McCALL & CO. (SHEFFIELD) LTD. 

definitely resists the heaviest rainfall. B TEMPLEBOROUGH, SHEFFIELD 

Old buildings which have been damp a and at LONDON 

for years become bone dry after the 

application of No. 2 METALLIC LIQUID. 


PN PAPEL VPVLPCLV AVAL V ND 


Can be used with equal success DURING 
WINTER MONTHS and walls need not 
dry out before the preparation is used. 


SOLD UNDER GUARANTEE 
The cost is low, 7/- to 9/- | theWar Office,Air Ministry 
per gallon according to | and Municipal Authorities, 
quantity. For 30 years | and Leading Architects 
specified extensively by | and Surveyors. 














WRITE FOR BOOKLET A, GIVING FULL PARTICULARS 


For mixing in concrete, cement renderings 
and floor toppings, specify No. 1 Metallic 
Liquid to ensure waterproof, hard and 
dustless concrete, and to enable concreting 
to be continued during frosty weather. 


GEORGE LILLINGTON & CO. LTD 


WATERPROOFING SPECIALISTS 
ROAD. SUTTON, SURREY. Telephones EWELL 18 MADE FLAT- DELIVERED FLAT-LAID FLAT 


SCOTTISH OFFICE: 135, ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW, C.2. 


M' Call's 


SBem «<6 SE8. (BS. Beak 

inna =se— /aPGan Sa58) 48 ma°58 

Ait = G8 58 BEEn. eneey 

4GbdE\ Uinal? BEES ou. 

= Se ag" a | Saae’ ap ak H+ ‘a 


ELDED FABRIC REINFORCEMENT 


= 
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The Case for BRICK 


’ ‘HE PLANNING oF A NEW BRITAIN is, in some respects, an unenviable task. 


The critics sit with pens poised, and between the “period” school and the 
ultra-modern enthusiasts there are innumerable shades of opinion. 
With Form and Siting, so with Materials. The range is wide, and the scope 
practically unlimited. 
Whilst recognising the merits of newer materials, the manufacturer of Good Bricks 


has justifiable confidence in his ability to contribute to the strength and lasting 


beauty of our new buildings. 


Good Bricks endow a building with a permanent exterior finish. They can be smooth 
and formal, or textured and colourful, and are adaptable to most styles of architecture. 
Good Bricks withstand exposure to weather, and are impervious to grime and acids. 


The tallest chimneys in the land are standing proof of the load-bearing capacity of 


Good Bricks. 


Under the most exacting conditions— 


Good Bricks always look Good! 


- 


Published in the interests of Good Brickwork by the makers of 


ACCRINGTON “NORI" BRICKS 


ACCRINGTON BRICK & TILE COMPANY, ACCRINGTON---ACCRINGTON 2684 
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There's more in 


Veclair Heating concealed 
fitments at Ealing Publi 


Vectair Heating Contig aging 


; Fretwell, |e) Se 
P.PLAVE. MAMecht 


than meets 
the eye 


Concealed Vectairs built into fitments or recessed into walls 
become an integral part of the structure... . “yet none of 
their heating efficiency is lost. Full convection is obtained 
without projecting elements which obstruct wall and floor 
space and without creating difficulties for the interior 
decorator. Their increasing wartime application to canteen 
and hospital heating is evidence of the health value of the 


constant air movement and uniform warmth they create. 
r 


Full details are given in Brochure V9/3 sent on request. For Vectair heating 
for industrial purposes send for Univectair Brochure UH9,3 and Projectaire 
folder P9/3. 





BRITISH TRANE CO., LTD., VECTAIR HOUSE, 52 CLERKENWELL CLOSE, LONDON, E.C.I 


TELEPHONE : Clerkenwell 6864 & 3826. AGENCIES at Birmingham, Cardiff, Glasgow, Liverpool 


STORING FOR THE 
FUTURE... 


The full story of war-time production 


» Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham, Sheffield and Torquay 














problems and their solution will one day 


make interesting reading. The lessons 





learnt will be invaluable in the days 
when construction instead of des- 
truction becomes the driving force 
of industry. 

1.C.1. Metals Ltd. are storing for 
this future the knowledge gained by 





their constant research and practical 


experience in the manufacture of all 





kinds of non-ferrous metals and alloys. 


40.4. METALS LIMITED BIRMINGHAM 
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SHies of- ae — 


OR beauty, strength, adaptability, Steel has no counter- N\ \ 
part—in brief it is the ‘master-material’ of modern HE AS R D ae NY 
structural engineering. 


HORSELEY-PIGGOTT have been associated with the Steel \ 
Industry for over 170 years. Now work of national . 
importance claims our concentrated effort, but when the 


as 


HO 


‘** cease-fire ’’ sounds we shall be ready to devote our ly HE: iy ys Yer 
knowledge and skill to rebuilding British cities in Steel e ie 
—the basis of all sound construction. 







BRIDGE 


J IKG) GOA | 


Furcal Cn gineet 3 


HOR 


AND THOMAS. 


* - HORSELEY WORKS - TIPTON - STAFFS - PHONE: 1104 P.B.X. 


LONDON OF FIC #: 22, -CORLUGLE PLACE, WESTMINEG TERS 6.0.1 


Sao Big idl ees 
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In common with every other periodical this JOURNAL is rationed to a small part of its peace- 
time needs of paper. .Thus a balance has to be struck between circulation and number of 


pages. 


a copy of the JOURNAL. 
Subscription rates : 


order.”” 


We regret that unless a reader is a subscriber we cannot guarantee that he will get 


Newsagents now cannot supply the JOURNAL except to a “ firm 
by post in the U.K. and Canada, £1. 3s. 10d. per annum ; 


abroad, £1. 8s. 6d. Special combined rate for ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL and ARCHI- 





TECTURAL Review in the U.K. and 
Canada, £2. 6s.; abroad, £2. 10s. Single 
copies, 6d. ; post free, 8d. Special numbers 
are included in subscription ; single copies, 
s.; post free, 1s. 3d. Back numbers more 
than 12 months old (when available), 
double price. Volumes can be bound complete 
with index, in cloth cases, for 12s. 6d. each ; 
carriage 1s. extra. Goods advertised in the 
JouRNAL and made of raw materials now 
in short supply, are not necessarily available 


for export. 





Journal 


* Political and Economic Planning. 


Abbreviations 


Architectural Association, 34/6, Bedford Square, W.C.1. Museum 0974. 
Association of Building Technicians. 113, High Holborn, W.C.1. Holborn 1024-5. 
Architects’ Registration Council of the United Kingdom. 68, Portland Place, W.C.1 


elbeck 7938. 
Building’Centre. 23, Maddox Street, W.1. Mayfair 2128. 
Building Industries National Council. 110, Bickenhall Mansions, W.1. 
Welbeck 3335. 
British Commercial Gas. 1, Grosvenor Place, S.W.1. Sloane 4554. 
British Electrical Development Association. 2, Savoy Hill. W.C.2. Temple Bar 9434. 
British Industries Services Ltd. 90, Ebury Street, S.W.1. Sloane 9801. 
Board of Trade. Millbank, S.W.1. Whitehall 5140. 
British Paint and Varnish Manufacturers. Waldegrave Road, Teddington. 
Molesey 1063. 
Building Research Station. Bucknalls Lane, Watford. Garston 2246. 
British Steelwork Association. Steel House, 11, Tothill Street, S.W.1. 
Whitehall 5073. 
British Standards Institution. 28, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Abbey 3333. 
Cement and Concrete Association. 52, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1. Sloane 5255. 
Copper Development Association. Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2. 
Abbey 2677. 
Cement Marketing Company. Coombe Hill, Kingston, Surrey. Kingston 2140. 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England. 4, Hobart Place, S.W.1. 
Sloane 4280. 
Whitehall 5322. 
Victoria 4477. 
Central Institute of Art and Design, National 
Whitehall 7618. 


Chartered Surveyors’ Institution. 12, Great George Street, S.W.1. 

Department of Overseas Trade. Dolphin Square, S.W.1. 

Design and Industries Association. 
Gallery, W.C.2. 


Georgian Group. 55, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1. Holborn 2646. 

Incorporated Association of Architects and Surveyors. 75, Eaton Place, S.W.1. 
Sloane 3158. 

Illuminating Engineering Society. 32, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Abbey 5215. 


Institute of Registered Architects. 59, Montagu Gardens, Wallington, Surrey. 


Wallington 3278. 
Industrial & Scientific Provision of Housing. 3, Albemarle Street, W.1. Regent 4782. 
Lead Industries Development Council. Rex House, King William Street, E.C.4. 
Mansion House 2855. 
London Master Builders’ Association. 47, Bedford Square, W.C.1. Museum 3767. 
Modern Architectural Research Society. 8, Clarges Street, W.1. | Grosvenor 2652. 
Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Great George Street, S.W.1. 
Whitehall 4577. 


Ministry of Health. Whitehall, S.W.1. Whitehall 4300. 


Ministry of Information. Malet Street, W.C.1. Euston 4321. 
Ministry of Labour and National Service. St. James’ Square, S.W.1. Whitehall 6200. 
Ministry of Supply. Shell Mex House, Victoria Embankment, W.C.2 

Gerrard 6933. 
Reliance 7611. 
82, New Cavendish Street, 


Ministry of Works and Planning. Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. 
National Federation of Building Trades Employers. 


W.1. ; Dele Langham 4041. 
National Federation of Building Trades Operatives. 9, Rugby Chambers, Rugby 
Street, W.C.1 Holborn 2770. 


16, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. 
Post War Building, Directorate of. 
Bridge House, S.E.1. 
Reinforced Concrete Association. 91, Petty France, S.W.1. 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 66, Portland Place, W.1. 
Royal Society of Arts. 6, John Adam Street, W.C.2. 
Society for the Protection ‘of Ancient Buildings. 


Whitehall 7245. 
Ministry of Works and Planning, Lambeth 
Reliance 7611. 
Whitehall 9936. 
Welbeck 6927. 
Temple Bar 8274. 
55, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1 
Holborn 2646. 
13, Suffolk Street, S.W.1. 

, Whitehall 2881. 

Zinc Development Association. Lincoln Building, 15, Turl Street, Oxford. 


Oxford 47988. 


Town. and Country Planning Association. 


N EW 8S 
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Though every news item is news to someone, 
it doesn’t follow that all news has the same 
value for everyone. The stars are used to 
draw attention to the paragraphs which 
ought to interest every reader of the Journal. 


% = means spare a second for this it 
will probably be worth it. 


*%& means important news, for reasons 
which may or may not be obvious. 


Any paragraph marked with more than 
two stars is very hot news indeed. 





At Gloucestershire Quarter Sessions 
a Cheltenham firm of CON- 
TRACTORS WERE FINED 
£150 and ordered to pay the costs 
of the prosecution for contravening 
the Defence Regulations by executing 
structural operations, costing over 
£100, to a house without a licence. 
The cost of the work and the 
articles installed was £493 3s. The 
owner of the house was fined £30. 


At Cheltenham Police Court a local plumber 
was fined £10 and £5 5s. costs for contravening 
the same Regulations. The total cost of his 
work was £103, and that of plumber’s fittings, 
purchased from an independent builder’s 
merchant by the client, £28 3s. The amount 
expended in excess of the £100 limit was 
£31 3s 





The programme of the second group 
of R.I.B.A.ARCHITECTURAL 
SCIENCE BOARD 
LECTURES to be given at the 


R.I.B.A. this month is as follows : 


Saturday, January 23, 2.15 p.m., Artificial 
Lighting, by Mr. Richard Ackerley, President, 
IES. Chairman: Mr. G. Grey Wornum, 
F.R.1.B.A. Interval for tea and discussion. 
4.30 p.m. Planning for Daylight, by Mr. W 


Allen, a.R.1.B.A. (BRS). Chairman: Mr. 
Henry Strauss, Parliamentary Secretary, 
MOWP. Saturday, January 30, 2.15 p.m., 


The Architect’s Approach to the Problem of 
Noise in Buildings, by Mr. Robert Fitz- 
Maurice, B.sc. (BRS). Chairman : Sir Edward 
Appleton, F.R.s., Secretary, Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. Interval 
for tea and discussion. 4.30 p.m., The Funda- 
mental Principles of the Weathering of Building 
Materials, by Mr. F. L. Brady, M.SC., A.1.C. 
(BRS). Chairman: Mr. Hugh Beaver, 
M.INST.C.E., Director-General, MOWP. 
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|Noboay doubts the urgency with which houses will be 
ineeded after the war. Pre-war methods of building will 
pnot meet all the demands. New methods and materials 
will have to be brought into play. Otherwise, speed will 
) simply be interpreted as hurry, with the result that houses 
will be jerry-built out of sheer necessity! We have given 
Serious attention to this problem, our materials will help 
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Speed Building to become a reality, our experimental 
research work will perfect new methods of using them. 
We realise nevertheless that the building of a new world 
will not be a one-man, one-firm, or one-process job. We 
are always happy to co-operate with other firms interested 


in post-war building. 


GYPROC PRODUCTS LIMITED 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 








His Majesty’s Mails 


No one could imagine a world without regular and reliable postal services. Yet 
it is little more than a century ago that the “penny post”—now alas 243d. !— 
was inaugurated. Credit for this is due to Mr. Rowland Hill who saw the 
avoidable expense and delays incurred in sending a letter from one part of the 
kingdom to another. Although his memorandum to the Prime Minister was 
pigeon-holed, Mr. Hill persisted and popular clamour compelled the Government 
to take action in 1840. To-day a central Post Office delivers letters regularly in 
every district with speed, cheapness and accuracy. Rediffusion applies the same 
skilled care to the collection and distribution of news, views, entertainment 
and announcements. Thanks to the co-operation of Post Office officials sub- 
scribers to this service are connected by wire to broadcasting studios. In this way 
the vagaries of radio reception over the air are eliminated. Subscribers receive 
news and programmes even though transmitters close down. Every house in the 
future should be served by Rediffusion as it is to-day by the postal service. 


REDIFFUSION 


is the service which reduces radio to the simplicity of a switch and a loudspeaker. 


It connects you by wire to the world’s broadcasts and to local announcements. 








Issued by Broadcast Relay Service Ltd., Victoria Station House, London, S.W.1, for their Rediffusion operating companies 
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from AN ARCHITECT’S Book 


Under the system outlined [three classes of road : artery, sub-artery, and local] a great number of 
pockets will have been created, each of which will consist of a little local system of minor roads, 
devoted to industrial, business, shopping or residential purposes. These pockets will be a leading 
feature of the whole town plan; from the traffic point of view they are merely pockets, but each 
will be a centre of life and activity, and they will thus require a more ornamental name. Each 
pocket represents in its way a separate little community. The words “ precinct”, “ close,” 
** purlieu,”’ “* pale,” “circuit,” are all possible; the French word “ Enclave” is descriptive ; 
perhaps even the word “ zone’ might serve. The best term on the whole seems to be “ precinct ”’ ; 
let us therefore for present purposes adopt it. Where entry is afforded to any of these precincts for 
more than one sub-artery, great care must be taken that no accidental short cut through: the 
precincts is created, for all traffic not having actual business here must be rigorously discouraged. 
Road layout may have to be altered in such a way as to make it deliberately obstructive. Each of 
these precincts will require a separate name or number of its own for directional purposes, and in 
particular for signposting. It is to be hoped that each precinct will have its own proper name. 
An outstanding example of a real precinct, with all its abounding virtues, is already to be found in 
the Inns of Court in London. . . . Within quiet confines from which the general traffic has been 
totally excluded, lie those ordered precincts, adorned with buildings that are architecturally fitting, 
and relieved and softened by grass plots and growing trees. In preserves of that kind all men, and 
not only a favoured few, should be able to spend their working hours, and town dwellers their lives. 
While the lawyers’ precincts will keep their own dignity and reserve, the shopping precincts will 
revel in colour and display, and in each business precinct the stockbrokers and merchants will be 
able to move freely without dodging between masses of buses and cabs—a horribly inefficient 
arrangement. The residential precincts will have its own space and repose, equally sequestered 
from the rush and the peril of through-traffic. All of this is logical development, and it is bound to 
come—if not now, in later centuries. The streets in the various precincts will then become town 
streets of the old-fashioned type. They will cease to become maelstroms of noise and confusion, and 
become companionable places, with an air of leisure and repose ; such streets will provide a real 
promenade for the town dweller and a rest for jaded nerves. We shall be getting back to a 
Merrie England. 


Commonplace 


From Town Planning and Road Traffic, by H. Alker Tripp, C.B.E. (Arnold). 














We regret to record the DEATH Peratives will make possible the 


OF SIR HENRY MAYBURY, 
G.B.E., K.C.M.G., C.B. He took a 
leading part in remodelling the 
roads of this country to meet the 
needs of motor traffic, and service to 
the armies in France and Flanders in 


connection with the provision of roads. 
When the Ministry of Transport, constituted 
under the Act of 1919, absorbed the Road 
Board, he was appointed Director-General 
of its Roads Department. Under his direction 
many important schemes were carried out for 
the construction of new arterial roads and the 
improvement of existing highways, with 
substantial relief to unemployment in the 
years following the end of the war. He resigned 
in 1928, when he was made G.B.E., but con- 
tinued his connection with the Ministry in an 
advisory capacity for bridges, roads, and traffic 
until 1932. He also retained until 1933 the 
chairmanship of the London and Home 
Counties Traffic Advisory Committee, to 
which he was first elected in 1924. He was 
chosen president of the Institute of Transport 
in 1921 and of the Institution of Civil Engineers 
in 1933. He was 79 years of age. 





The ABT. has become affiliated 
to the NFBTO. Thus for the 


first time in British building 'TECH- 


NICAL WORKERS JOIN 
HANDS WITH THE OPERA- 
TIVES. The Association state that 
the link between technicians and 


solution of technical and _ trade 
union problems to the benefit 


of producer and consumer alike. 
The Association points out: Together the 
technical and operative workers in the industry 
will be able to deal with many aspects of 
planning and construction important to the 
winning of the war, and to ensure rapid and 
efficient re-building after victory. The building 
front after the war will be of primary im- 
portance. This affiliation will ensure that all 
workers in the industry will be united in their 
efforts to win the peace on this front. 





Mr. William Charles Farnsworth 
has been elected PRESIDENT OF 
THE CHARTERED SUR- 
VEYORS’ INSTITUTION in 


succession to the late Mr. G. Vigers. 
Mr. Farnsworth is surveyor to the trustees of 
Earl Spencer for their estates in Northampton- 
shire, Warwickshire and Norfolk, land agent 
for a number of agricultural estates, including 
those of the Northampton Corporation, and 
Sir Giles Isham’s Lamport Estate. He holds 
the appointment of surveyor to the River 
Nene Drainage Boards Nos. | and 2. Mr. 
Farnsworth has been a Member of Council 
of the Institution since 1938 and of the Land 
Agency Committee since 1936. He was 
Honorary Secretary for 13 years of the 
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Rutland 
Branch of which later he became Chairman, 
and which he now represents on the Council. 
He is the senior partner in Berry Brothers and 
Bagshaw, of Kettering. 


Under the First Schedule of the 
Architects (Registration) Act, 1937, 
concerning the postal election of re- 
presentatives of UNATTACHED 
ARCHITECTS ON THE 
ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRA- 
TION COUNCIL for the year 
ending March, 1944, nominations 
were received for the election of the 
ten persons who at present represent 
the Unattached Architects on the 
Council, and no other candidates 
have been nominated. The repre- 
sentatives for the current year 
will accordingly be returned 
unopposed for the year ending 
March, 1944, as follows :— 


A. N. Anderson, M.INST.R.A. ; Vincent Burr, 
F.1.A.A., L.R.ILB.A., M.INST.R.A.; E. W. Chap- 
man, M.INST.R.A.; E. J. Elford, M.INST.C.E. ; 
Capt. Montagu Evans, M.C., F.S.1., M.INST.R.A. ; 
G. L. Head, M.tnsT.R.A.; A. B. Houchin ; 
W. O. Hudson, M.INST.R.A. ; W. Roseveare, 
M.INST.R.A. } . G. Stripp, A.M.1.C.E. 





Under a scheme to be launched 
by the Government many new 
COTTAGES FOR FARM 
WORKERS will probably be 
built before the end of the year. 
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Second Minister 


By now the building industry is getting used to having a 
ministry—and a Minister. Lord Portal came in with the 
storm over planning that swept out Lord Reith, and so far 
he has ridden the flood with a serene and smiling good- 
humour which has given absolutely nothing away. Now in 
the nick of time the enfant terrible of Reconstruction, which 
has always threatened to kick the bottom out of the boat, 


of Building 


has been handed over_ to Mr. W. S. Morrison and the 


Ministry-to-be of Town and Country Planning. Lord 
Portal was appointed on February 11, 1942, Minister of 
Works and Planning. He was born in 1885 and 
educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford. He 
served throughout the last war in the Life Guards and won 
the D.S.O. 
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NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER TO THE 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL 


HE year 1942 has seen a great increase in the tempo of building, 
Teeter in camps, depots, factories or aerodromes. The rate of 

construction has steadily increased in spite of the continual loss of 
the younger men to the forces. During the summer there has been a 
remarkable co-opérative effort on the part of the Building Industry to 
meet a special urgent demand for a new big programme of building. 
This has meant serious interference with many firms, and many crafts- 
men have been asked to work as mates and labourers; they all accepted 
because that was how the war effort could best be furthered. 

In other ways there has been a growing collaboration which has 
brought valuable results and will bring still more. It is well that this 
should be so, since this year is bound to produce even more difficult 
problems in the building world than we have yet faced. Meanwhile, 
much too is being unobtrusively but effectively done in preparation for 
the return of peace; in the study of the structure of the industry, and 
the efficiency of present methods of carrying out work; in the consideration 
of the education and training of those who are going to make the 
industry, whether craftsmen or technical assistants or managerial staff; in 
the study of all the technical questions of materials, equipment and 
design; in the problems of standardisation and pre-fabrication; in the 
examination of the principal sources of materials so that supplies will 
not be impaired by the effect of war conditions. 

All the technical bodies have joined in the recently established Codes of 
Practice Committee which aims at the production of real codes of good 
building. To my mind there is much of encouragement for the future 
in all this and with such a spirit I am sure that the industry will be 


able to face its responsibilities however great. 
PORTAL 
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JANUARY 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL, which 

was published on January Ist, 1942, 
was not only the first New Year’s 
Day number for twelve years, but 
also the first to appear in its 
new “austerity” format. By 
pruning margins, omitting blank 
spaces and, by condensing layout, a 
paper saving of 10 per cent. was 
achieved without sacrificing an inch 
of type or illustration, and for the 
time being a pocket edition of the 
A.J. was avoided. 

In London, railings had begun to 
disappear from the parks and squares 
and an order was published for- 
bidding (except under licence) the 
spending of more than £100 on 
repairs to the same building within 
a period of one year. 

Abroad, the war was going badly 
for the Allies, and the Prime Minister 
flew home from the U.S.A, to face 
a critical House of Commons. 
Singapore was in danger, the retreat 
from Libya had begun, and the 
Japs were spreading like a yellow 
stain across the Pacific. Mr. U. 
Saw, the premier of Burma, was 
arrested, and there was a Cabinet 
crisis in Iceland. 








FEBRUARY 


Portal took over from Reith, and 
MOWB took over town planning 





powers from the MOH and became— 
unofficially—MOWP. The R.I.B.A. 
reconstruction committees pub- 
lished their interim reports, and it 
was announced that Coventry and 
Glasgow were going ahead with 
housing programmes. 

The war news steadily deteriorated. 
Singapore. and Rangoon both fell, 
the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau es- 
caped, the Burma Road was cut, 
there was deadlock in India. Messrs. 
Nelson and Lyttelton were appointed 
produ¢tion chiefs for America and 
England, and Sir William Beveridge 
issued a report severely criticising the 
unimaginative use made of skilled 
labour in the Army. There were 
Cabinet changes in Britain, 
Iceland and the Isle of Man. In 
Germany, architect Speer succeeded 
Todt as head of the Reich’s building 
industry, and clothes rationing was 
introduced in Japan. (A kimono 
apparently costs 24 coupons.) 





MARCH 





Sir William Jowitt became the new 
planning pigeon-hole, the British 
Concrete Federation produced the 
B.C.F. Hut, and MOWP the stan- 
dard brick. The first illustrations 
were published of Holford’s Hostels ; 
perhaps the most intelligently 
planned and pleasantly designed 
of all our war buildings to date. 
Regulations were introduced dealing 
with the protection of domestic 
premises against fire in danger 
areas. 

The Dutch East Indies and Bataan 
fell to the enemy. Sir Stafford 
Cripps left England for India and 
Mr. J. L. Garvin left the Observer 
for the Sunday Express. Mr. Kendall, 
the armaments magnate, was 
elected M.P. for Grantham. 





APRIL 





There was much talk of planning 
at the Town and Country Planning 
Association’s Cambridge  con- 
ference, but no mention of it in 
Lord Portal’s first public speech. 
(Lack of enthusiasm, or the caution 
of a new minister?) The cost of 
living was now about twice as high 
as in 1914, and Mr. Bevin announced 
that half the population of this 
country was now direétly mobilised 





in the war effort. 

New economies were laid down for 
tailors (no more turn-ups, double- 
breasted waistcoats or zip-fasteners). 
The Daily Mirror was “ warned”’ by 
Mr. Morrison, and Sir Warren Fisher 
resigned in a dispute with him over 
the privileges and duties of Regional 
Commissioners. 

Bath was attacked in the first of 
the Baedeker raids, while abroad the 
India plan was rejected, Laval 
took over in France, and Switzerland 
condemned a popular joke to death 
by announcing that she now owned 
a merchant fleet of seven ships. 





MAY 





Twenty-four members spoke at the 
second reading of the Planning Bill 
in the House of Commons, where 
the Beveridge Fuel Plan was badly 
received and eventually dropped. 

The first of the 1,000 bomber raids 
(on Cologne) resulted in reprisal 
attacks on Exeter and York. 

Abroad, Malta received the George 
Cross and Lord Gort as its Governor. 
The British landed in Madagascar 
and the Japs in Corregidor. Mexico 
declared war on the Axis and there 
was a general election in Japan. 








JUNE 


Twenty-two serving members 
wrote to the R.I.B.A. hinting deli- 
cately that they hoped they wouldn’t 
find every chair occupied when they 
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returned from the wars; and the 
MOWP Planning Bill was finally 
passed. 

There were two more 1,000-bomber 
raids in Germany, but on all other 
war fronts the Allies were in retreat. 
The Anglo-Russian Pact was signed 
and the Fuel Target Publicity 
Campaign was inaugurated by Good 
King Hall. 





JULY 





This month marked the opening 
of the new building programme. The 
Board of Trade set up a committee 
to produce utility furniture, the 
R.I.B.A. started a pool for ordnance 
maps, and the N.B.R. another for 
measured drawings. The A.A.S.T.A. 
staged a debate on Planning— 
to-day or to-morrow ?—and an en- 
quiry into the positions in MOWP 
of Mr. Bennett and Mr. Beaver 
resulted in official approval of their 
appointments. The public were 
told they need no longer carry 
their gas-masks. 

In Italy, church bells were requisi- 
tioned, and in Germany a politeness 
campaign was launched. 








AUGUST 


The Scott Report, published this 
month, is discussed elsewhere. The 
new Waterloo Bridge was opened to 
partial traffic, almost 20 years after 
the discovery (by an ex-editor of 
the ARCHITECTs’ JOURNAL) that its 
predecessor was falling down. Our 
distress at losing a national monu- 
ment and a fine piece of architecture 
is slightly consoled by the sane 
elegance of the bridge which has 
now replaced it. 

Both these events were  over- 
shadowed by the news from the 
war fronts, particularly the Dieppe 
raid. “Mr Bullfinch” flew to 
Moscow and Cairo, Rommel was 
only a few miles from Alexandria, 
disturbances were breaking out in 
India, and the Germans were at the 
gates of Stalingrad. In Japan 
Tojo replaced Togo. 








SEPTEMBER 


Since the days of the Spanish war 
many people in this country have 
clamoured for a ‘‘ deep-shelter ” 
policy. This month the first six 
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to be actually built were opened for 
inspection in London. They will 
not be used unless the _ blitzes 
begin again. 

The Uthwatt report was published 
and received subdued applause from 
the press. An interesting light was 
thrown on modern production 
methods by the news that a gun 
factory in Britain had been dis- 
mantled for shipping to America 
and that a rubber factory had been 
similarly shipped to Russia. To-day, 
it appears, it is often more economical 
in the end to despatch the factory 
than its produéts. 

Budapest and Vienna were bombed, 
Stalingrad continued to hold out, 
and Grantham listened to the self- 
defence of Mr. Kendall. 





OCTOBER 





Few people were greatly encouraged 
by the exhibition at Burlington 
House of the R.A. plan for London 
and at the Building Centre of the 
first Utility Furniture, though the 
former promoted a lively inter- 
change of ideas between Sir Charles 


The Scott and Uthwatt reports 
found their official nests beneath the 
wing of the Paymaster-General, and 
in the Albert Hall, the Archbishops 
and Sir Stafford Cripps addressed 
a packed audience on the part of 
Christianity in the new world. Some 
of the points made aroused a hornet’s 
nest in the correspondence columns 
of The Times, and not long after- 
wards a considerable portion of the 
Albert Hall’s ceiling collapsed. 
News from the war fronts—wind- 
blown by Mr. Willkie’s whirlwind 


tour—was improving. Mr. Lyttel- 
ton’s fateful 80 days were up, 
Stalingrad was still holding, the 
Japs were retreating in the Pacific, 
and the British advancing in Libya. 

Tactlessness brought trouble to 
Mr. Arnold Lunn in South America 
and to Mr. Joad in Leamington Spa. 





NOVEMBER 


The Minister of Health revealed 
that one in every five houses in this 
country had been damaged by aerial 
bombardment, hinted that house- 
building might have to start again 
before the end of the war, and 
advised local authorities to start 
thinking about the problem. Ralph 
Tubbs’ ‘The Way we _ Build” 
exhibition opened at the National 
Gallery, and three thousand visitors 
a day filed past the Utility Furniture 
display at the Building Centre. The 
Sele&t Committee on National Ex- 
penditure delivered another broad- 
side, this time at the Air Ministry, 
and a Government committee was 
set up to study the design of farm- 
buildings. The future of planning 
was discussed in the House of Lords, 
where Lord Portal announced the 
shelving of the problem of better- 
ment as being too controversial, and 
Professor Abercrombie wisely re- 
minded us again that we were “ at 
our wits’ end to find architedts 
capable of handling country plan- 
ning.” The A.J. was referred to 
by the News Review as an “ august 
journal.” 

But all this news fell into the back- 
ground, for this month the war news 
was really good. The Allies were 
advancing on all fronts—Libya, 
Russia and the Pacific. There was 
a successful landing in North Africa 
and the French fleet scuttled them- 
selves in Toulon—the first recorded 
case of ships leaving a sinking rat. 

Altogether a creditable piece of 
war-planning by the clique of 
Jews and drunkards, by whom, in 
the eyes of our opponents, we are 
governed. 








DECEMBER 


Big news of this month was the 
announcement that the Government 
proposed to set up a Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning, 
with Mr. W. S. Postmaster-General 
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Morrison as first Minister. Govern- 
ment actions regarding matters of 
planning and reconstruction have 
always shown a lack of urgency, 
and any move, even if apparently 
in the right direction, is now re- 
ceived by the public with a sus- 
picion that it is one more altera- 
tion of the points to shunt the issue 
on to a siding. 

In England everybody who wasn’t 
talking about the Beveridge Report 
was talking about Darlan. The latter 
eventually won easily by getting 
himself assassinated when the subject 
was losing its interest. 

On the battle fronts of the world 
the fortunes of the Allied nations 
continued to prosper and the Russian 
offensives were a fine Christmas 
present to all of us. 

Politicians and leader-writers, in 
their New Year messages, began to 
speak of “‘ glimmers of light on the 
horizon,” ‘faint rays before the 
dawn,” “sparks in the gloom,” 
“distant radiance at the ends of 
tunnels,” hastening to add that the 
worst was yet to come and that we 
must not reduce our efforts, etc., etc. 
Despite their warnings confidence 
at the dawn of 1943 seemed a little 
less sober than usual. Let us hope 
sincerely that it is justified. 
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For those interested in recon- 
struction, 1942 has been a year of 
promise and disappointment. A 
Ministry of Works and Planning was 
established. Two valuable reports 
on planning were published but 
only, it seems, to be pigeon-holed, 
while the exhibition of two ambi- 


tious and widely different plans for 
post-war London served only to chill 
the imagination of the sensitive— 
one with its doctrinaire ruthlessness, 
the other with its sterile fancy-dress. 
The establishment in December 
however of a new ministry of Town 
and Country Planning with Mr. 
W. S. Morrison as first Minister- 
designate ended the year in an 
atmosphere of what Mr. Garvin calls 
*‘temperate optimism.” 

A flood of evidence on post-war 
needs and methods poured cease- 
lessly from official and unofficial 
sources. Much of it was conflicting. 
Polls and surveys of public opinion 
disclosed an apparently overwhelm- 
ing distaste among civilians for 
terrace housing and communal 
facilities, while large numbers of 
the women’s services voted with 
equal enthusiasm for a continuation 
in some degree of the group life 
they now enjoyed. Prefabrication, 
said some, was the only answer ; 
or, if you preferred, it was “ non- 
sense.’ Those who clamoured (and 
rightly) for improved equipment and 
accommodation for the housewife, 
sometimes forgot to remember that 
a higher maternal mortality is caused 
not by overcrowding, but by over- 
breeding. Housing, in faét, as Max 
Lock put it, is not enough—you 
must have créches and _ nursery 
schools as well. 

* 

With all this whirling aétivity of 
committees, reports and exhibitions, 
the British public seemed largely 
unconcerned. The slackening in 
most areas of aerial bombardment 
had made the subject seem less 
urgent somehow, and certainly there 
was no room for its discussion in 
the tiny newspapers of 1942. A 
vague nostalgia for the suburban 
plot, a persistent aversion to blocks 
of flats, and mild anger at the quality 
of the buildings which during the 
previous year had tumbled nightly 
about the people’s ears, were the 
only active sentiments which oc- 
casionally, like barnacled but faintly 
remembered monsters of the deep, 
broke surface in the placid pool of 
public opinion. 

But in spite of contradictions of 
opinion and confusion in aé¢tion, 
some progress has been made in 
1942. The setting up of a recon- 
stituted MOWP was a great step 


forward, but it was soon under 
bombardment of advice from com- 
mittees whose names were often 
almost as long as their reports— 
interim and general reports from 
the R.I.B.A. Reconstruction Com- 
mittee, recommendations from the 
Committee for the Industrial and 
Scientific Provision of Housing (this 
one includes Mr. Harry Weston and 
Mr. Denis Clarke-Hall among its 
members), and a report on Kitchens 
by the Association of Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction. The in- 
formation collected by these and 
other committees is likely to be of 
the greatest value, and it is a pity 
that so few members of the profession 
have had the time or opportunity 
fully to digest it. This was among 
the duties which fell to the Directorate 
of Post-War Planning (MOWP), 
whose staff now included such lively 
and distinguished architects as 
Christian Barman, F. R. S. Yorke, 
and G. Grey Wornum. 


* 


In April, Sir William Jowitt, a 
member in 1924 of the Royal Com- 
mission on Lunacy, was appointed 
by the Government as referee for 
all matters of post-war planning and 
reconstruction. | Among his first 
tasks was to examine the Scott and 
Uthwatt reports, which were pub- 
lished a few months later. 

These two historic documents had 
to compete for headlines with 
Stalingrad and Dieppe and thus did 
not receive the publicity they de- 
served. In view of their importance 
it is perhaps worth while to re- 
capitulate their main recommenda- 
tions : 

- 


The Scott Report on Land 

Utilisation in Rural Areas was an 

extension of the Barlow Report on 

the location of industry. Among 

the points made were these : _ 

1. The immediate improvement of 
rural housing conditions, and 
the provision of services and 


other amenities in country 
districts. 
2.The danger of introducing 


* industry ” into rural districts. 
3. The building of new and com- 
pact villages, making use of 
group design and eschewing the 
** quaint.” 
4. Compulsion on extractive in- 
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dustries to clear up their own 
mess. 

5. The establishment of training 
facilities for planners. (This is 
a most important point, for 
architects should never forget 
that though most of them are 
potentially good planners, practi- 
cally none of them are as yet 
trained for the job.) 

* 

Among the recommendations of the 
Uthwatt Report, published a few 
weeks later, were the following : 

1. Amendments of the law of town- 
planning so as to extend and 
simplify the power of acquisition 
of land and to modify rules for 
assessment of compensation. 

2. The acquisition by the State of 


“development rights” in un- 
developed land outside town 
areas; compensation to be 


paid on March, 1939, values. 

3. A levy of a tax of 75 per cent. 
on increases in land value not 
due to the enterprise of the 
owner and not including agri- 
cultural land. (The R.I.B.A., 
it will be remembered, suggested 
that the owner should contribute 
either a, portion of his land or 
its value to the common good.) 

. 

It was interesting, incidentally, to 
be reminded by this report that no 
claim for compensation lies at com- 
mon law unless the State requisitions 
land for its own use. In other cases 
compensation may be awarded, but 
only as an act of grace. Here, too, 
perhaps is the place to join in 
Professor Young’s protest against 
the distorted use of the word 
** develop ” in connection with land, 
implying that a field of beet is 
“undeveloped” until it has a 
bungalow on it. 

+ 

As to the plans for post-war 
London, the MARS scheme for a 
linear layout of super-traffic arteries 
was an ingenious but inhuman plan 
and more likely to frighten than 
inspire the public. The R.A. plan, 
exhibited in Burlington House, was 
an “ architectural development ” of 
the Bressey-Lutyens road _ plan. 
Technically the drawings were re- 
markable enough, and no more 
wilfully deceitful perhaps than such 
drawings usually are (except for 
Harvey’s medieval barges on the 
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Thames). As was to be expected, 
some of the replanned areas—par- 
ticularly that round St. George’s, 
Bloomsbury—showed a lively 
imagination and fine sense of scale. 
But for the workers, as opposed to 
the loungers, of London this plan 
with its absurd symmetries and im- 
posing fagades concealing labyrinths 
of light-wells and alleys, is defin- 
itely no improvement at all, while 
the veneer of columns and cupolas 
applied haphazardly to buildings of 
every fundction would soon make 
Marshmallows of us all. (The only 
time, you will remember, that Lord 
Marshmallow visited a church was 
the day when he entered St. Paul’s 
and enquired the time of the next 
train to Kempton Park.) 





BUILDING INDUSTRY 





During 1941 the Government had 
taken a number of measures in an 
effort to improve the war-efficiency 


of the building industry. The 
Essential Works Order, payment 
by results, the registration of firms 
(and later of plant), the increasing 
control of materials, improved wel- 
fare—all these were to result, it was 
hoped, in increased output from an 
industry which had hitherto not 
been outstandingly successful in its 
organisation. True, the labour force 
was being reduced, but the pro- 
gramme looked like being less rushed 
and the establishment of MOWP 
implied more centralised control and 
more effective planning of the year’s 
work. 


Hopes, however, were to be dis- 
appointed. Although by _ the 
middle of 1942 MOWP was em- 
ploying over 5,000 technicians, its 
powers still seemed almost non- 
existent, and other ministries con- 
tinued to organise with varying 
degrees of efficiency their own build- 
ing programmes under the dominat- 
ing eye of the Ministry of Labour. 
(Those with experience know there 
is no war so bitter as is fought 
between the building departments 
of two different ministries.) 
* 

More improvements and_ con- 
trolling measures were introduced 
by Lord Portal’s  ministry—an 
order restricting the transfer of 
labour, the encouragement of job 
committees, the introduction of a 
standard schedule of prices and for 
emergencies, the creation of an 
admirable flying squad, whose lorries 
bore impeccably Trajanic lettering 
upon their grey and streamlined 
sides. 

. 

When the American programme 
was launched in July, the Ministry 
of Labour announced the creation 
of a new department to control the 
increased use of building labour. 
It did not announce that architec- 
tural staffs were being reduced 
throughout the country. The re- 
sulting confusion was familiar 
enough. Lack of preliminary 
surveys and proper drawings are not 
compensated for by swamping a site 
with labour. (This matter of delays 
in issuing drawings was strongly 
commented upon by the Select 
Committee on National Expenditure 
in its report on Aerodrome Con- 
struction.) 

* 

Contraéts were still for the most 
part fixed on a priced-schedule basis 
and handed to a few big firms, but 
when the Greater London Federa- 
tion of Master Builders complained 
of a raw deal for the “ little man,” 
they were frankly told by Mr. 
Beaver that unless members of the 
industry helped each other, the day 
of the small jobber was over. 

7 

A suggestion from P.E.P. for closer 
co-ordination and grouping within 
the industry was practically 
demonstrated in an interesting ex- 
periment carried out in North 








40] Tue Arcuitects’ JourNAL for January 21, 1943 


Staffordshire, when a group of 
builders, engineers and architects 
joined together in carrying out as a 
“firm ”’ two large housing contracts 
for the Ministry of Supply. The 
results were most successful and gave 
an encouraging indication of the 
possibilities in group-building. 
+ 


By midsummer questions in the 
House about fees had put an end to 
the employment of consultants, and 
the industry was now almost entirely 
in the tolerably inefficient hands of 
Civil Servants. Through lack of 
centralised control, and thus of 
a properly planned programme, 
progress continued to be uneven. 
Persevering and puzzled, sometimes 
bogged in the slough of licences, 
registers and controls, sometimes 
breaking into a shambling trot at 
the appeal of a Cabinet minister or 
the demands of, the war situation, 
the building industry has stumbled 
through 1942 without collapsing, 
but has arrived a little breathless at 
the post. We wish it a _ better 
journey this year. 





PERSONALITIES 





Once again Astragal’s award for 
Personality of the Year goes not to 
an individual but to a group—to 
the members in fact of the Scott 
and Uthwatt Committees for their 


historic reports. Runner-up is Mr. 
Henry J. Kaiser, public works 
contractor, builder of the Boulder 
Dam, and now the shipyard magnate 
who assembles a ship and launches 
it in three days—(with steam up). 

Astragal also lifts his tin hat in 
puzzled farewell to Lord Reith 
and in greeting to Lord Portal and 


to Mr. W. S. Morrison; to Sir 
Edwin Lutyens and Mr. Augustus 
John upon receiving the O.M., to 
Professor Reilly upon receiving 
the Gold Medal and to P/O. Des- 
mond Sands, D.F.C., for discussing 
architecture en route to Augsburg ; 
to exhibition designers Elizabeth 
‘* Homes-We-Live-In’’ Denby and 
John ‘‘Design-Round-the-Clock’’ 
Grey ; to Messrs. Vincent Harris 
and A. J. Davies, R.A.’s, and to 
Miss Jane Drew for becoming the 
first war-time woman Fellow, and 
also Mrs. Maxwell Fry; to Mr. 
Ralph Tubbs for two first-class 
exhibitions and an excellent Pen- 
guin; to Mr. H. B. Creswell for 
“ Grig,’ Mr. S. R. Badmin for 
“Village and Town,” Messrs. 
Richards & Summerson for “‘ The 
Bombed Buildings of Britain,’ and 
to the anonymous authors of “ Your 
Inheritance”’; to Pickfair architect 
Wallace Neff, for designing the 
Bubble House, to county architedt 
C. G. Stillman for the flexible 
school, and to Prof. Holford (and 
his collaborators) for his| hostels ;_ to 
architect Geoffrey Clarke, upon 
his post as technical adviser to 
the County Planning Committee 
of Dorset, Clough Williams Ellis, 
member of the advisory com- 
mittee on Welsh reconstruction 
problems, to Llewellyn Davies, 
Development Assistant to the L.MLS., 
and to architects F. R. S. Yorke, 
F. S. B. MacManus, Christian 
Barman and Grey Wornum upon 
their appointments to MOWP ; to 
Mr. Osbert Lancaster for calling 
the R.A. plan for London “ A Nazi 
Nuremburg designed by Sir Aston 
Webb,’’ and to Mr. Freddie 
‘* Fully-Fashioned ’’ Gibberd for 
suggesting the preparation of a 
Gothic style scheme for purposes of 
comparison ; to Mr. Percy Thomas, 
Regional Controller of Wales, Mr. 
H. G. Beaver, Director-General of 
Works ; and Mr. Dudley Stamp, 
adviser on Rural Land Utilisation to 
the Ministry of Agriculture; to 
Mr. William Allen for his lecture 
to the A.A.S.T.A. on New Materials 
and Technique; and to Mr. N. 
Aslan for his London re-planning 
scheme ; to the British Concrete 
Federation for the B.C.F. hut, and 
to all the other various (and appar- 
ently richly rewarded) designers of 
standard huts; to the A.A.S.T.A. 


upon becoming the A.B.T., and to 
the enthusiastic founders’ of 
A.R.G.LT. Canada), MARS 
Australia) and TECNE(Argentine) ; 
to John Piper for his drawings of 
Bombed Bath; and to Bernhard 
Lubetkin for his Lenin Memorial 
in Finsbury ; to Professor Aber- 
combie, planning adviser for Outer 
London ; to Reactionary No. 1, the 
City Engineer of the City of London 
for his plea for rebuilding on exist- 
ing sites; to Mr. Ginsburg, for 
his cable from Moscow; to the 
653 Americans who built 900 
houses in 40 days, to the British 
firms who have been _ breaking 
similar records in this country, and 
to Arthur Brady, sole remaining 
worker on the R.C. Cathedral, 
Liverpool; to the Building Centre 
upon setting up in Maddox Street, 
and to British Railways upon 
buying up Thomas Cook, Ltd. ; 
to Charlie, bricklayer star of the 
MOWP film, to the President of 
the N.F.B. for challenging Lord 
Portal to a bricklaying race, and 
to Mr. Ansell, P.R.I.B.A., on his 
seventieth birthday; to Messrs. 
Hinkins & Frewin, builders, of 
Oxford, for completing an American 
Camp under schedule; to the de- 
signers and builders of the new 
Waterloo Bridge, to ex-A.J. editor, 
Mr. G. J. Howling who, playing 
hookey from the office in 1923, 
discovered that its predecessor was 
falling down, and to the L.C.C. 
Official who described his report 


as ‘‘ pure sensationalism.” 
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under which they appeared in the building press. 
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Diary for nineteen forty two 5m @) hmay 


JANUAR Y¥ 


Outstanding events in the building world during the last year are dealt with in this diary, together 
with illustrations of some of the more important buildings and events. These are dealt with in the month 


Many of the comments on the buildings illustrated 


are taken from Professor C. H. Reilly’s review of the year’s work, printed on pages 65 to 68. In 
such cases, the number of the page of Professor Reilly’s article from which the extract is taken appears 
in brackets at the end of the comment and the comment itself is in italics. 


MOWB 

MOWB undertook, at the 
request of MOS, the task of 
collecting all the available 
iron and steel scrap in the 
country. 


Details of food storage build- 
ings issued by MOWB. Each 
is a single-storied structure 
of prefabricated steel with 
concrete floor, brick walls 
and steel and _ corrugated 
asbestos roof. 


In order to secure the greatest 
possible economy in the em- 
ployment of timber, MOWB 
suggested certain practices in 
regard to its use. Pointed 
out that these practices 
were in use in Government 
building departments, and it 
was thought that local 
authorities might follow these 
suggestions where they had 
not taken action on similar 
lines. Economies were listed 
under 15 heads. 


Memorandum, Training and 
Recruitment for the Building 
Industry, issued by MOWB. 
Prepared by G. D. H. Cole 
on behalf of the Nuffield 
College Social Reconstruc- 
tion Survey, the memorandum 
formulated a scheme for train- 
ing building operatives to 
cope with the expected boom 
after the war. 


T. S. Tait temporarily re- 
signed his position of Director 
of Standardization. 


MOWB made an order under 
which all persons or under- 
takings, including. local 
authorities and public utility 
undertakings owning certain 
items of contractors’ plant 
were required, when _ re- 
quested, to furnish informa- 
tion about such plant. Items 
included: excavators with 
their equipment, concrete 
mixers and mobile cranes. 





BUILDING TRADE 
Letter sent to the Prime 
Minister and all members 
of the House of Commons 
by F.G.L.M.B., asking for 
serious consideration of 
several matters which vitally 
affected the industry. Points 
from letter (published in full, 
A.J., January 29): 


We represent the medium and smaller- 
sized builders, which are the backbone of 
the industry. The industry has been and 
is being exploited to a disgraceful extent 
since the outbreak of war. . . . The policy 
adopted and the lack of co-operation 
by the Ministries concerned (namely, 
M.O.H. and M.O.W.B. and other in- 
terested Ministries) has tended to cripple 
the backbone of the industry. If this 
policy is pursued there cannot be any 
doubt that the control of the operatives 
will pass into the hands of the large 
concerns, with the ultimate destruction of 
the firms we represent. ... From January 
1 (1942) no builder can carry out any 
work whatever on any one building in 
excess of £100 (which is retrospective 
for twelve months) without a licence. 
This means, in many cases, virtual cessation 
of business. We submit that the time has 
arrived when an enquiry is of paramount 
importance to save the oldest industry 
from disintegration. 


Hugh Beaver, Director- 
General MOWB, answered 
criticisms contained in above 
letter in a speech at a 
luncheon of the N.F.M.B. 
Points from speech (published 
in fullin A.J. for February 12): 


It is interesting to note that in Greater 
London and South-Eastern England there 
are 20,326 firms—a quarter of the whole 
—employing 432,556. It is also of interest 
to note that 80,240 firms employ less than 
20 people—actually an average of less 
than three employees each—while only 
1,257 firms employ over 100 persons... . 
We have given much thought to the 
idea of grouping small builders and in 
some cases with success. But on the 
whole we are not optimistic in this direc- 
tion. We have found few groups able 
satisfactorily to continue so as to meet the 
competition of individual firms, either 
in efficiency or cost. We have laid down 
within our own Ministry a procedure to 
secure preference to local firms in respect 
of all contracts up to £25,000. . . .We are 
going to invite the Federations to discuss 
with us whether any form of concentration, 
or of controlled contraction is practicable ; 
and, if not, what steps should be taken to 
secure that the industry will be able 
rapidly to expand again, so‘ that all these 
thousands of registered builders can play 
their part, when the need once more 
arises. 





PLANNING 


New plan for Liverpool, 
drawn up by the City 
Engineer, fully described 


(A.J., January 22) by Alder- 
man A. Ernest Shennan, 
F.R.I.B.A., at a meeting of the 


Merseyside Civic Centre 
Points from speech : 

An inner ring road will link most 
of the arterial roads connecting 
Liverpool with the hinterland, and 
also the three main line stations.* 
This should provide quick and 
easy cross-town travel and avoid 
congestion at the centre. Below 
the ring road will be space for an 
underground should one be needed 
at some future date. Space within 
the ring is to be reserved for a 
civic centre, and this purpose 
emphasized by the exclusion of 
trams. 

*Lime Street and Central Stations are to 
be moved forward. Exchange Station will 


be connected to the inner ring road by a 
wide new branch thoroughfare. 








PREFABRICATION 

Village of bubble houses 
designed by the American 
architect, Wallace Neff, at 
Fairfax County, near Wash- 
ington. Construction financed 
by the American Govern- 
ment ; American Army con- 
sidering the same method of 
construction as a substitute 
for canvas tents, and hangars, 


barracks, etc. Method of 
construction : 
A 3 in. gravel base and, on 


top of that, 3 in. of concrete with 
anchor hooks round the outer 
edge. Later, a rubber and canvas 
balloon is made fast to these with 
ropes and iron bars, and air is 
pumped in at 1} lb. pressure by 
the same compressor used to apply 
the concrete. Inflation time, five 
minutes. 


A prefabricated hut, built 
according to MOWB design, 
of timber framing covered 
with plasterboard, was erected 
on a concrete foundation 
and tested by officials of 
BRS. It successfully with- 
stood a load equivalent to 
a pressure of 13 lb. per square 
foot. Huts to be used for 
the Army or as hostels for 
munition or _ agricultural 
workers. 





A. R. P. 

Publication of scheme in 
Coventry for war-time shelters 
adaptable as post-war houses. 
Architect: D. E. E. Gibson, 





ARCHITECTS AND 
NATIONAL SERVICE 
Publication in the press (A.J., 
January 29) of a letter received 
by the R.I.B.A. from the War 
Office giving full details of 
the nomination of members 
and students of professional 
institutions for service in the 
Royal Engineers. 





PRESERVATION 

The historic Royal Theatre, 
Bristol, built in 1776 and 
claimed to be the oldest 
theatre in England, was sold 
for £10,000 to an anonymous 
donor. It is to be restored 
and endowed as a National 
monument in the care of the 
National Trust. It is unique 
in retaining its interior un- 
altered and is complete with. 
side-boxes. 





HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT 
Announced that Charles 
Marshall, of Cheam, had 
offered to present to MOWB 
a collection of fifty-two draw- 
ings, made by Sir Charles 
Barry, of the Houses of 
Parliament ; certain of these 
drawings were retained by 
MOWB, remainder were pre- 
sented to the R.I.B.A. 
Drawings were discovered in the 
loft of Marshall’s house in Cheam, 
Surrey. Marshall was a student in 
the office of Edward Barry in 1880 
when Sir Charles Barry, his father, 
died. Rather than destroy all his 
father’s drawings the son gave 
permission to his pupils to select 
any drawings they desired. 
Marshall chose the original draw- 
ings of the House of Commons. 





SPEECHES 

George Hicks, Parliamentary 
Secretary MOWB, at meeting 
of N.H.T.P.C. 

Some local authorities are 
formulating plans for post- 
war planning, and Lord Reith 
would like them to go ahead 
with all speed. They should 
plan with courage and imagi- 
nation. There should be no 
dictation from Whitehall, yet 
local authorities should be 
prepared to modify their ideas 
in the national interest. 





COMPETITIONS 
One-fifth of the architectural 
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Coventry Shelter-to-House Scheme. A 
scheme to build air-raid shelters con- 
vertible in peace time to small houses 
was Officially approved in principle. The 
structure of the shelter is practically 
unaltered when it later becomes the ground 
floor of the future house. 
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Canley Housing Scheme, Coventry. First completed part of Coventry’s two-fold develop- 
ment plans to supply (1) urgent housing needs, (2) a general long-term policy for developing 
whole city. Architect: D. E. E. Gibson, City Architect, and Assistants. 





A Village of Bubble Houses, designed by architect Wallace Neff, built 
near Washington and financed by U.S. Government. General structure 
is concrete sprayed onto inflated balloon of rubber-coated canvas. 


profession, during the twenty 
years that preceded this war, 
were permanently engaged on 
waste paper work, i.e., sub- 
mitting unsuccessful entries 
for competitions.—E. Lewis. 
article in A.J., for January 8. 





LAW 

Wightman Mountain Ltd. 
summoned by MOWB for 
carrying out building work 
without a licence. Defendants 
admitted contravening regu- 
lations, and were fined £50. 





APPOINTMENT 
L.M.S. Railway appointed 
R. Llewellyn Davies, B.A., 
A.R.I.B.A., to be Development 
Assistant in the Architect’s 
Office. His duties include: 
to act as liaison with the 
various sections of the Com- 
pany’s Scientific Research De- 
partment, and to act as 
Secretary of the Building 
Research Committee. 


George Hebson, A.M.INST.C.E., 
appointed Borough Engineer 


‘ and Surveyor, Finsbury. 





H ON O U R S§S 
New Year Honours List: 
O.M.: Sir Edwin Lutyens, 
CBE.: TT. P. Bennett, 
F.R.I.B.A., R. Coppock, 
President of BINC, and W. H. 
Morgan, Middlesex County 
Engineer. Knighthoods : 
Horace Boot, P.P. of the 
js Oe Gel ie George Burt, 
Director of Mowlems. 
O.B.E.: J. Parkin, City 
Engineer and Surveyor, Ports- 
mouth, and A. Rankine, 
A.R.1L.B.A., City Architect, 
Hull. Military (Royal Naval 
List), O.B.E.: Humphrey 
Pakington. M.B.E.: Captain 
B. F. Pennells, L.R.1.B.A., and 
Major H. Mackay, A.R.I.B.A. 





OBL? VTA R Y 
John Alfred Gotch, M.A., J.P., 
Past President of the R.I.B.A. 
and the A.A. Age 91. 

He was first provincial architect 
to be elected to the Presidency 
of the R.I.B.A. He also took 
an active part in the official 
life of his home town—Kettering. 
He became Charter-Mayor in 1938, 
having been Chairman of the 
local bench of Magistrates since 
1893. 


D. Barclay Niven, F.R.I.B.A. 
Age 77. Author of two 
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schemes for Charing Cross 
Bridge ; one in collaboration 
with T. Raffles Davidson, the 
other with Carée and Muir- 
head. 

On Active Service: Ian Hamil- 
ton, A.R.1.B.A. (R.A.F.V.R.), 
G. L. Clayton, Probationer 
R.1.B.A. (Sgt.-P. R.A.F.V.R.). 





PUBLICATIONS 
Plywoods, by A.D. Wood. (W. 


& A. K. Johnston, Ltd., 25s.). 
War and the Planning Outlook, 


by A. R. Robson. (Faber & 
Faber, ls.). Professional 
Organization in Building. 


Broadsheet No. 183, issued by 
PEP. Notes for the Guidance 
of Applicants under Control 
of Civil Buildings Defence 
General Regulations, 1939. 
Regulation 56a. Third edition. 
Order came into operation 
on January 1. (H.M.S.O., 
3d.) 


FEBRUARY 





Lord Reith. 





MOWB 

Statements that the name of 
the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings was to be changed to 
Ministry of Works and Plan- 
ning announced in the House 
of Lords by Lord Reith* and 
in the Commons by Arthur 
Greenwood.* Points from 
speech by Lord Reith: 


So far as the Ministry ef Works and 
Planning (as the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings will be renamed) is con- 
cerned, there will be a Central Planning 
Authority as promised. Powers and 
responsibilities will be transferred from 
the Ministry of Health, but, further, town 
and country planning will be extended 
to give effect to the principle that planning 
should be national policy. It won’t be a 
subsidiary activity. What we are going to 
do will satisfy the hopes of those who 
have urged the importance of a national 
plan over use of land resources and of a 
competent organization working on a 
system of partnership with local govern- 
ment administration. Very important is 
this partnership of local initiative and the 
elements of national planning applied to 
localities. It is co-ordination of local 
Plans fitting into wider framework. Hence 
we must : 

(1) Encourage further combinations of 
Planning authorities over areas which 
demand planning as a unit ; 

*(2) Have experienced officers ready for 

consultation ; as a result— 
“* (3) I propose to set up, on small scale 
and in urgent areas first, local offices for 
advice and help in co-ordination of plan- 
ning, and 

‘ (4) Ask individuals of standing and 
with experience in public administration 
to promote co-operation between 
authorities in planning over wide areas, 


and in contact with various interests 
affected. In many parts the need for 
collaboration over wide areas has been 
recognized, but no one is responsible 
for effecting it. In addition to the Bill 
transferring powers, I have another nearly 
ready. This is a first step to strengthen 
planning control over building and other 
development so that properly conceived 
reconstruction shall not be prejudiced by 
present action.’” 


*Ten ram after these speeches were made 


Lord Reith and Arthur Greenwood left 
Office. 


Lord Portal appointed 
Minister of Works and Plan- 
ning in succession to Lord 
Reith, who had held the 
position since formation of 
Ministry. 

He was born in 1885 and educated at 
Eton and Christ Church, Oxford, and 
served throughout the last war in the 
Life Guards, receiving the D.S.O. and 
M.V.O. in 1918. His appointments include: 
Managing Director of Portals, Ltd., the 
makers of paper for bank notes, Director 
of Commercial Union Assurance, Gt. 
Western Railway and other Companies ; 
official appointments: Chairman, Bacon 
Development Board since 1935; Trustee 
of Lord Nuffield’s scheme for assistance 
of special areas since 1936; Regional 
Commissioner for Wales under the Civil 


Defence Scheme in 1939; Chairman, 
Coal Production Council since 1940; 
additional Parliamentary Secretary to 
M.OSS., 1 


Creation of Directorate of 
Post-War Building announced 
by MOWB. Points from 


official announcement : 

To meet the general demand for a central 
rallying point, the Minister created a 
Directorate of Post-War Building. Object 
of Directorate: to co-ordinate and unify 
the scattered activities of existing groups 
and committees, to simplify, to regulate, 
and, as far as seems necessary, to direct. 
It will approach the task not through 
research or experiment of its own, but 
by collating existing information, and 
co-ordinating all activities pursued else- 
where. Work will be done through 
groups and committees, mostly actually 
or potentially in existence. Where existing 
committees are appropriate they are 
formed into Study Committees within the 
Ministry’s scheme. Fifteen such Study 
Committees have now been discussed in 
detail and agreed; eleven are actually 
formed or in process of formation, and 
several are at work. 


Committees formed or in 
process of formation, and 
their conveners, at the time 


the statement was issued : 
Central,* Executive,* Policy (Design),* 
Policy (Structure),* Policy (Installations)** 
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Illuminations (D.S.I.R.), Electrical In- 
stallations (1.E.E.), Heating and Ventilating 


(B.R.S.), a. (B.R.S.), Plastics 
(P.F.), Paints (P.R.A.), Foundations, 
Walls, Partitions, Floors and Roofs 


(R.1.B.A.), Structural Steel (1.C.E.), Re- 
inforced Concrete (I.S.E.), Timber Con- 
struction,* Dwellings (M.O.H.), Schools 
B.O.E.), Business Building (R.1.B.A.), 
Materials [Architectural Use of Materials] 
(R. 1.B.A.), Standard» Units. = 


* Convener MOWB. 





Minister of Works appointed 
sub-panel of the main Joint 
Advisory Panel to advise 
him on problems arising in 
Scotland in connection with 
the establishment of Govern- 
ment scheme for Payment by 
Results under the Essential 
Work (Building and Civil 
Engineering) Order, 1941 : 


Chairman: J. B. Galbraith, Deputy Chief 
Industrial Commissioner for Scotland. 
embers: John Loudon, Robert 
Brown and A. G. Hutton (Scottish 
National Building Trades . Federation 
(Employers)). C. Wood, John Strain, 
J. Brittle, A. McTaggart, A. Henderson 
[alternative], (National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives (Scottish 
Branch)). J. Crowley, R. A. Whitson, 
George Duncan, W. Watson [alternative] 
(Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 


tractors (Scottish Section)). Joint 
Secretaries: Maurice Scott and L. H. 
Tay. 


Publication, by MOWB, of 
the Standard Schedule of 
Prices (H.M.S.O., price ‘1s.). 
Schedule was prepared by a 
sub-committee of the C.C. 
W.B., and was stated by the 
Ministry to be suitable for 
valuing the class of building 
and constructional work in- 
cluded in the Government’s 
building programme. Points 


3 . 
from Ministry’s statement : 
Adoption of new schedule will enable 
anyone inviting tenders to issue completely 
priced bills of quantities on which con- 
tractors will be asked to quote a percentage 
on or off. The knowledge that they are 
working on a series of prices calculated 
on a uniform basis from declared con- 
stituents of value will greatly facilitate the 
work of contractors in determining what 
the percentage addition or deduction 
should be. Schedule will be equally 
usable as a basis for valuation where no 
bills of quantities have been prepared 
before operations are started. In cases 
where it is necessary to put work in hand 
before a scheme has been worked out in 
detail, or where it is desired to invite 
tenders for projected work the extent of 
which cannot be accurately foreseen, the 
schedule will form a reliable instrument 
for valuation of the work done with such 
percentage adjustment of the rates as the 
contractor may quote in his tender. It 
will obviate the use of the cost-plus form 
of contract for all work of the character 
defined in the schedule in those cases 
where urgency is such that no time is 
available to prepare detailed bills of 
quantities. 


Major-General K. C. Apple- 
yard, c.B.£., Director of 
Emergency Works, MOWB, 
resigned. J. M. Wilson 
appointed to fill the vacancy. 


Minister of Works, after con- 
sultation with representatives 
and officials of N.F.B.T.E. 
and F.C.E.C., decided to set 
up a Panel to advise him 
on questions arising as to 
whether the conditions pre- 
scribed for building registra- 
tion were being complied with 
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and on the action to be taken 
in cases where these con- 
ditions were not being 
observed, and in general to 
advise on such other matters 
connected with registration. 
Panel to consist of members 
nominated by the above As- 
sociations with two officials 
of the MOWB. 





PREFABRICATION 
Two prefabricated schemes 
fully illustrated in A.J. for 
February 19. First : 


Typical house chosen by Jan Porel, after 
studying the possibilities of 30 different 
types, for housing the workers of Glen 
Martins bomber factory. Prefabricated 
parts are fitted together, at rate of six 
houses a day by crew of 150. Completed 
houses cost about £500 each. Real claim 
of the house is that exterior walls, which 
even in most prefabricated houses are 
traditionally built up of from seven to 
twelve layers of wood plaster, etc., are 
composed of a single building material. 


Second : one of the demount- 
able houses being built at the 
U.S.A. Navy Powder Factory 
at Indianhead, Maryland, for 
enlisted and civilian personnel 
employed at the plant. 


House was demounted for demonstration 
purposes for the American Defence 
Programme’s ‘* Housing Projects ’’ in 
2 hours 35 minutes, carried in sections 
on trucks over 40 miles of country roads 
in 1 hour 15 minutes, and reassembled on 
another site in three hours—altogether less 
than seven hours. The U.S. Federal Work 
Agency responsible for the whole scheme ; 
it uses Indianhead as the testing ground for 
these demountable houses which are 
single-family dwellings containing two 
bedrooms. They are built of Homasote 
board which is manufactured of old 
newspapers and re-processed chemically 
into a sturdy pressed board. 


Publication, by MOWB, of 
details of war-time economy 
hostel designed by the 
Ministry. It is made of wood, 
yet less wood is used in its 
construction than was used 
in a pre-war hut of the same 
size classed as a non-timber 
building. 

Walls, roof, doors and furniture fitments 
are all of plywood on a light timber frame. 
They are made in sections in the factory 
and the prefabricated parts are then 
transported to the site and erected in a few 
hours on a cement base previously laid 
down. Hostel is roughly 72 ft. by 18 ft. 
6 in. by 7 ft. 2 in. (height to the eaves), 
with cubicles for 24 agricultural or muni- 
tion workers. Cubicles are arranged 12 
on each side of a central corridor. Walls 
and roof are made in standard sections 
6 ft. wide, of 14 in. square timber framing. 


Exhibition, in London, of 
the B.C.F. hut. This hut, 
suitable for various types of 
war building, is constructed 
of concrete. ‘System fully 
described in A.J. for April 9. 





ON THE AIR 

Hugh Beaver, R. Coppock 
and Sir George Burt broad- 
cast in the series ‘‘ Making 
Plans,’’ and discussed the 











44] Tue ArcuHITEcTs’ JouRNAL for January 21, 1943 





Mobility and Pre-fabrication in Housing, stimulated by war needs, have formed the 
greatest technical developments of the year, especially in the U.S.A. Here is a 
demountable house built at the U.S. Navy Powder Factory at Indianhead, Maryland. 
Demounting, transport of 40 miles and re-erection of hut took less than seven hours. 





New Pathological Department of the North Staffs Royal Infirmary. Architects: Wood, 
Goldstraw and Yorath. The pathological department has a doorway with interesting 
brick details which sezm to indicate that the rest of the building is more interesting. 
{Page 68). 


fitness of the building in- 
dustry to take part in post- 
war reconstruction. Verbatim 
report in A.J. for March 12, 





rea Gti c¢ g 
Following resolution passed 
at a meeting of architectural 
bodies held at the Archi- 


tectural Association : 

That this meeting having continued its 
deliberations, it unanimously confirmed its 
previous decision in favour of a scheme for § 
the unification of the architectural pro- 
fession, and those attending the meeting 
individually agreed that further steps 
should be taken as soon as possible 
for further discussions on the matter to 
be undertaken on a more comprehensive 
basis. (Following bodies were’ repre- 
sented at the adjourned meeting: A.A., ' 
F.A.S., LA.A.S., 1.R.A., MARS., Un- 
attached Architects.) ‘ 











co & Ff PL ws 
Cost Plus v. Schedule of | 
Prices fully discussed by 
Astragal (A.J., February 12). | 
“* If we abandon Cost Plus, what 
is the alternative ? In most cases 
nowadays it is a Schedule of Prices. 
And a job being executed under a 
Schedule of Prices is apt to show | 
signs of ‘ occupational diseases’ | 
quite as distinct as, though different | 
from, those of a Cost Plus job.’’ 





R. I. B. A. 

Legislation Affecting Town and 
Country Planning, interim 
report No. 5 of the R.I.B.A.’s 
Reconstruction Committee 
published by the Institute. 
Recommendations were pub- 
lished in full in A.J. for 
February 12. Reports 3 to 5 
of the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee discussed at an 
R.I.B.A. meeting. J. Alan 
Slater said reports had been 
submitted to MOWB and 
other appropriate bodies. 





NEW HOSPITALS 


Philip Inman, Chairman of 
Charing Cross Hospital, an- 
nounced that a site for a new 
Charing Cross Hospital had 
been bought near St. Giles, 
High Street, W.C.2; it was 
hoped to begin work when 
the war was over. 





H fO U S I N G 
Publication (A.J., February 5) 
of details of the Penilee 
Housing Scheme, Glasgow. 
Architect, J. H. Ferrie: 


This scheme was approved in 1939, prior 
to the outbreak of war. At the beginning 
of the war it was thought that it would 
have to be indefinitely postponed, but 
subsequently additional housing accom- 
modation was found to be necessary m 
the Penilee area of Glasgow to provide 
homes for war workers. Permission was 
therefore given for the scheme to proceed ; 
part of it completed this month. Chi 








featur 
bare r 
the dc 
types 


Cc Ff 
yassed 
ctural 
A rchi- 


nued its 
irmed its 
heme for 
iral pro- 
meeting 


er steps 


possible 


natter to § 





rehensive 7 


e° repre- 


tS., Un- 


cs Ac ; 


features: Reduction of timber to the 
bare minimum (it has only been used for 
the doors) ; and the use of eight different 
types of concrete flooring. 





APPOINTMENTS 
W. R. Davidge appointed by 
the Government of Northern 
Ireland to advise on official 
replanning schemes for the 
six counties. 


Professor L. P. Abercrombie 
invited to visit Hull to advise 
on the replanning of the 
City. 


W. E. Rice appointed presi- 
dent of L.M.B.A. 
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OBITUARY 
Major-General Fritz Todt, 
architect of the German Auto- 





Sir William Jowitt 





MO W B 

Sir William Jowitt, k.c.,* 
Solicitor - General, appointed 
Paymaster-General in succes- 
sion to Lord Hankey, and to 
take charge of post-war recon- 
struction planning. Henry 
G. Strauss, M.P., appointed 
additional Parliamentary 
Secretary to MOWB. Follow- 
ing appointed members of 
the Consultative Panel on 
Physical Reconstruction 
Viscount Samuel, Alderman 
F. Marshall, m.p., and J. H. 
Forshaw, M.C.,  F.R.IB.A., 
Architect to the L.C.C. Other 
appointments: Chairman of 
the Building Materials Board: 
Sir Harold Howitt ; Director 
of Cement in succession to 


bahnen and the Siegfried 


Line. He also formed the 
Pioneer Corps of the Reichs- 
wehr. Age Sl. 

On Active Service: E. M. 
Hooper, A.R.L.B.A. (P./O. 
R.A.F.V.R.), G FW. 


Griffiths, A.R.1.B.A. (Lt., R.E.) 





PUBLICATIONS 
Wartime Bulletin No. 19. 
Economy of Timber in Build- 
ing. Issued by the B.R.S. 
(H.M.S.O. Price Is.). Ele- 
ments of Quantity Surveying, 
by A. J. Willis. (Crosby Lock- 
wood, 15s.). Grig, by H. B. 
Creswell. (Faber & Faber, 
8s. 6d.). A Short History of 
Japanese Architecture, by A. 
L. Sadler. (Angus & Robert- 


son, 2ls.). Jrish Castles, by 
H. G. Leask. (Dundalgan 
Press, 8s. 6d.). 

Lord Wolmer: J. Norman 
Daynes, K.c.; Sir Alfred 


Hurst, who had been serving 
as Under-Secretary for Mines, 
transferred to staff of Sir 
William Jowitt. 


* Post-war reconstruction was under the 


control of Arthur Greenwood, M.P., 
Minister without Portfolio, who left 
office shortly after Lord Reith. 

Ministry announced that 


after March | the procedure 
for purchasing contractors’ 
plant and obtaining steel 
authorizations for its manu- 


facture would be changed. 
From March 1, the Ministry would be the 
only Government Department dealing with 
applications for authority to purchase 
plant of various types, and from that 
date all applications for permiits for new 
plant should be addressed to the Secretary, 
A.S.72, MOWB, Lambeth Bridge House, 
S.E.1. 





BUILDING TRADE 
N.F.B.T.E. decided to set up 
a commission to consider the 


problems of the building 
industry after the war. An- 
nouncing the decision, 


Thomas Howarth, president, 
said : 

Are we going back to the days of cut- 
throat competition ? Are we going forward 
to a system in which we shall merely carry 
out the orders of Government Departments 
and local authorities ? There are dangers 
in both systems, which, if we are worth our 
salt, we must bring to the notice of the 
people. And there are a thousand and one 
other practical questions which only the 
builders of the country can answer. That 
is our case for an inquiry, and we hope 
that the results will justify it. 
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BRICKS 

Publication of the first report 
of the Simmonds Committee 
on the’ Brick Industry. 
(H.M.S.O. Price 6d.). Re- 


commendations included : 
(a) Current total output of bricks should 
be decreased by 12} per cent. and 4 per 
cent. by the closure under compulsory 
order of specific brickworks, or in the 
case of large works by reduction of pro- 
ductivity. The 4 per cent. would be a 
temporary measure to produce a reduction 
of stocks by an amount equal to one 
week’s supply. 

(b) A scheme should be established for 
contribution towards the care and main- 
tenance of works closed under compulsory 
order or with approval of the Minister. 
(c) Unless essential output is to be 
jeopardized, the maximum release to the 
Forces which the industry might be called 
on to make under the present arrange- 
ments of reservation, deferment and release 
from the Forces is only possible if there is 
a more comprehensive transfer of labour 
than at present appears practicable. It is 
essential that the closest possible con- 
sultation with managers of works should 
take place before transfers are made. 

(d) Loss of men by the industry on account 
of calling-up for the Forces or other 
national work of a number in excess of 
those transferred from closed works 
should be made up by the employment, 
under specified conditions, of women of a 
suitable type in the ratio of three women 
for each two men replaced, but subject 
to a limit so that the proportion of women 
to total operatives in the industry does not 
in the immediate future exceed 20 per 


cent. 
(e) There should be one standard size of 
common brick throughout Great Britain. 





Rm. £4. B.A. 
First of a series of letters 
urging the need for an 


R.I.B.A. Council Election to 
be held during the year was 
published in all the archi- 
tectural papers. Letter, signed 
by Gordon Stevenson and 
F. R. S. Yorke, AA.R.1B.A., 
stated : 

The activity of the R.I.B.A. has increased 
in recent months, and excellent interim 
reports have been prepared by the Recon- 
struction Committee. 

In order to allow the membership to 
show their approval of this work and to 
strengthen the Council, which must be 
finally responsible for the policy of the 
Institute, we suggest that it is very necessary 
for the Council Election to be held this 
year. 

The last elections were held in 1939 at a 
time of great uncertainty. At that time 
the role of the R.I.B.A. was far from clear. 
The same is not true to-day, when the 
R.L.B.A. is in a position to give valuable 
advice to those responsible for post-war 
building and planning. 


Special committee of the 
R.I.B.A. formed to consider 
the whole machinery of archi- 
tectural education, issued an 
interim report. The most 
far-reaching part of the report 
lay in its recommendations 
as to the conditions of entry 
into the profession. These 
recommendations were ap- 
proved by the Council. 





Mm: © & |. && & 
Publication of details, plans 


and photographs of war 
workers’ hostels for the 
Government designed by 


Professor William Holford. 
Also, two housing schemes 
in the Midlands for M.O.S, 


and sponsored by Stafford- 
shire Architectural Associa- 
tion. Architects: Edward 
Forshaw and E. L. Greaves. 





WAR DAMAGE 
First year’s work of the 
War Damage Commission 
outlined by A. M. Trustram 
Eve, K.C., at a press con- 
ference. Full report appeared 
in Builder for April 3. 


The War Damage Com- 
mission announced that the 
official notice of September 
22, 1941, setting out the 
scale of professional fees for 
acting in an advisory or 
supervisory capacity in con- 
nection with the execution 
of the works which would be 
allowed by the Commission 
in claims for cost of works 
or temporary works, had 
been withdrawn and would 
be replaced by a new scale. 
This scale was published in 
A.J. for March 12. 





F I LM 

Building, a film produced for 
the Ministry of Information 
by Crown Film Unit, was 
shown to the public. It 
was filmed on the site of an 
ordnance factory and the 





commentator was Professor 
John Hilton. 
BH O U SB iN G 


M.O.H. called together the 
Central Housing Advisory 
Committee to consider post- 
war housing, including house 
design. 





APPOINTMENTS 
Arthur W. Kenyon elected 
president of the A.A. for 
second year in succession. 


A. C. Light, Senior “Lecturer 
at the Leeds School of Archi- 
tecture, Leeds College of 
Art, appointed Head of the 
Hull School of Architecture 
in the Hull College of Arts 


and Crafts. Due to take 
up his appointment in 
September. 


Judith Ledeboer, A.R.1.B.A., 
appointed to the Housing 
Architects’ Staff of M.O.H.— 
the first woman architect to 
join the professional staff 
of the Ministry. 
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ANNIVERSARY 
150th Anniversary of the 
death of Robert Adam. He 
died on March 3, 1792. 





H ON O U R S§S 
Lord Reith elected first 
Honorary Fellow of the 
£..A. 








d 


Arthur H. Mackmurdo 
r 


Oo Pirva & FF 
Arthur H. Mackmurdo, one 
of the pioneers of modern 
architecture, at the age of 91. 


On Active Service: Denis 
Bethune-Williams, L.R.1.B.A. 
(Lt., R.N.V.R.) ; C. N. Hard- 
man, A.R.I.B.A. (Sgt./P. 
R.A.F.V.R.) ; E. M. Hooper, 
A.R.1.B.A. (Sgt./P. R.A.F.V.R.) 





PUBLICATIONS 
Payment by Results: Trade 
Operations for which Bonus 
Rates have been Fixed. Memo- 
randum issued by MOWB, 
on Essential Work (Building 
and Civil Engineering) Order, 
1941. (H.M.S.O. Price 4d.). 
Cooking Appliances : Schedule 
of Types for Wartime Supply. 
Issued by MOWB. (H.M.S.O. 
Price 1s.). War Damage : 
Practice Notes. Issued by 
the War Damage Com- 
mission. Deals with certain 
matters arising out of Part I 
of War Damage Act, 
concerned with the manage- 
ment and repair of land 
and buildings. (H.M.S.O. 
Price 6d.). Family Housing 
in Wartime. Published by 
the C.C.A. Booklet shows 
that a two-storied house de- 
signed to incorporate the 
recommendations made in the 
R.I.B.A.’s second interim re- 
port, can be erected at a cost 
of £66 per person; the 
labour time being 125 man- 
hours. : 
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——— > j 
MARS Group in Sydney was 
formed in 1938 ‘‘ to initiate and 
co-ordinate research by progressive 
technical bodies on plans of national 
reconstruction. ’’ Astragal drew 
attention this month to its intriguing 
periodical, Angle. 





Professor William Holford 





The Temporary War-Time Industrial Hostels, 
carried out by a group of architects under the 
direction of Prof. W. G. Holford, form 
undoubtedly the most important work of the 
year, for they are significant not only architectur- 
ally, but socially and ‘administratively. 
buildings showed how the necessarily extreme 
Standardization could be achieved without 
monotony. The Social Centre forms a main 
part of these hostels. Above: A 600-person hall 
at one of the hostels. Top: A decorative mural 
in bright distempers. 
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A Foyer in Oue of the Industrial Hostels. The whole story of these hostels is a grand architectural 
romance, a pointer to a new way of working, almost to a new way of life and the beginning of a new 
architecture. Anyone can see modern architecture like the genuine old Gothic stuff is impersonal 
architecture in a degree Renaissance Architecture is not, and cannot be. The great things in 
medieval times were done anonymously by a group of designers and craftsmen working harmoni- 
ously together. That is what has apparently been happening under Professor Holford’s leadership 
and that is why I am putting such of the work of his group as we are allowed to see, his Munition 
Workers’ Hostels, each with a great Social Centre building, as the chief work of the year. These 
hostels—there may be two or three dozen of them up and down the country—are each designed not 
only to house a thousand women in the standard of comfort of a good war-time hotel but with many 
things added like theatres and cinemas, large reading and writing rooms, foyers and games rooms, 
on a corresponding scale. Page 65). 


New Police Headquarters, somewhere in Sussex. Architect: C.G. Stillman. A plain corniceless 


neo-Georgian building. With its negative nature, unassuming and pleasant as that may be in a 
vulgar age, one hopes nevertheless it is but a transition to something more positive. (Page 66). 


APRIL 


MOW B 

Lawrence Neal appointed 
Deputy Secretary in the Plan- 
ning Department of the 
Ministry. 


Ministry announced that the 
manufacture of glass sub- 
stitutes and anti-scatter treat- 
ments for glass to be 
restricted to 36 glass sub- 
stitutes and 23 anti-scatter 
treatments. 


Cement sacks, whether jute, 
hessian or cotton, controlled 
under an Order made by the 
Minister. Order came into 
force on April 15. 


Publication, by MOWB, of 
designs for hostels for in- 
dustrial workers. Plans pub- 
lished in Builder for May 1. 
The plans, prepared by 
MOWB, are for buildings 
accommodating about 1,000 
workers on a 25-acre site 
with five additional acres 
for sports. 


PLANNING BILL 
Ministry of Works and Plan- 
ning Bill passed its second 
reading in the House of 
Commons. Fifteen thousand 
word report of the debate 
(over seventy-five thousand 
words were spoken) published 
in A.J. for May 7. 


BUILDING TRADE 
First public appearance of 
Lord Portal as Minister of 
Works and Buildings at a 
luncheon organized by the 
N.F.B.T.E. Points from his 
speech : 


I would like to take this opportunity to 
refer to the work accomplished by Lord 
Reith in initiating the difficult task of 
planning in our Ministry. I know that 
there are times when you feel that your 
advice has been disregarded. I know by 
experience that one always considers that 
one’s own views are the only sound views. 
But there must be occasions on which 
different people come to different con- 
clusions on the same facts; and, in 
addition to that, a Government has many 
factors to take into consideration in 
reaching decisions. There may, indeed, be 
occasions when I myself or my Department 
might be in entire agreement with you, 
but where there are over-riding con- 
siderations that dictate otherwise. I 
would like to assure you that your advice 
has in the past been given the closest 
consideration, and so it will continue. 
The Building Industry has a wonderful 
opportunity directly the war is over. 
We must not make the same mistakes as 
we did after the last war. We must be 
organized and prepared to set to work 
immediately. Men in the Building In- 
dustry must have permanent work, and 
not be in the position of wondering 
whether they will be working one week 
and not working the next. It is our duty 
to work out a long-term pglicy which will 
not only be of the greatest service to the 
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The British Concrete Federation Portable Hut 
provided an important development in pre- 


fabrication. Its virtue lies in its being of con- 
crete, now the most readily available and 
plentiful building material in the country. 
The hut has advantages over lighter types of 
hut in its resistance to blast and earth shock. 






A Monument to Lenin, designed by B. 
Lubetkin, and erected by the Finsbury Council 
in Holford Square, where Lenin once lived, was 
unveiled this month by Mr. Maisky, the Russian 
Ambassador. 


a 
Caravan City, part of a temporary housing 
scheme for workers of the Glenn L. Martin Air- 
craft Factory at Middle River, Maryland, U.S.A. 
Dormitories have been built for 605 single men and 
contracts let for 1,200 portable houses. Other 
families are, housed in 1,200 family trailers. 


country, but also ensure continuous work 
for the operatives in the Building In- 
dustry. 





NEW COMMITTEES 
B.R.S. appointed committee 
to make recommendations 
on plumbing for post-war 
building. Chief objects : 


(i) To review existing scientific information 
and practice in this country and abroad on 
plumbing (including the underground 
drainage forming part of normal building 
works) with particular references to the 
supply of cold and hot water in buildings 
and the removal of soil, rainwater and 
waste therefrom. 

(ii) To make recommendations for practice 
in post-war building. 

Members of Committee. Chairman: Mr. 


Sydney Tatchell, F.R.1.B.A.,. F.R.SAN.I 
Members: Messrs. W. Mumford Bailey, 
M.R.SAN.I., M.INST.H.V.E., Major Henry 


Clay, R.A.M.C., F.R.SAN.I., F.LS.E., F. J. 
Gayer, F.1.0.B., G. H. Harris, R. G. 
Hetherington, C.B., O.B.E., M.INST.C.E., J. 
W. Laing, F.1.0.B., F.A.R.P.1., A. Longworth, 
F.R.SAN.I., A.M.LS.E., F.1.0.P., F. Lorne, 
F.R.LB.A., H. J. . Manzoni, C.B.E., 
M.INST.C.E., J. H. Markham, F.R.1.B.A., W. 
M. Lloyd Roberts, M.ENG. (Liverpool), 
M.INST.C.E., A. Scott, M.B.E., F.R.LB.A., 
M.LSTRUCT.E., R. S. Sidle, F.R.SAN.1., 
Dr. Charles F. White, M.D., D.P.H., D.T.M., 
and Mr. J. Wilson, 0.B.£., F.R.I.B.A., F.R.S.E. 


Formation of Committee for 
the Industrial and Scientific 
Provision of Housing. Mem- 
bership consists of a number 
of technicians, professional 
and industrial. Object : 


To study the application of mechanization 
to the production of building components, 
particularly with regard to housing, under 
following heads: (1) the extent to which 
mechanization may be allied to house- 
building ; (2) the effect that such alliance 
will have upon consumer and provider. 





H O U § I N G 
Views on the design, planning 
and equipment of houses and 
flats after the war asked for 
by the special sub-committee 
set up by the M.O.H.’s 
Central Housing Advisory 
Committee. 





mR. 2. Bi. As 
Publication of a letter calling 
for the R.I.B.A. Council 
Election to be held during 
1942 signed by Colin Penn, 
President, A.A.S.T.A. He 
said : 

** It is essential that there should 
be an opportunity of bringing into 
the leadership of the Institute those 


who have, since war began, proved 
their ability. 


Letter from Sir Ian MacAlister 
stated : 

Under the provisions of an Act 
of Parliament passed at the 
beginning of the war the Annual 
Election of the Council of the 
R.IL.B.A. is suspended for the 
duration of the war. : 


This point dealt with in letter 
by J. Alan Slater : 

I suggest that if the first paragraph 
of that letter had read ‘* the annual 
election of the Council of the 
R.I.B.A. may at the discretion of 


the existing Council be suspended 
for the duration of the war,’’ the 
actual situation would have been 
more accurately stated. 





AIR RAID DAMAGE 
Damage to buildings in Bath 


during an air raid included : 
The Assembly Rooms, designed in 1771 by 
John Wood the younger, burnt out; 
some of the stained glass of Bath Abbey 
smashed by blast, including the ‘* Lantern 
of England *’ east window ; the Theatre 
Royal, the Mineral Water Hospital and 
the Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic 
Diseases ; the Abbey Church-house, and 
the Bath Forum School. No fewer than 
nine churches of varying denominations 
injured in greater or lesser degree. Several 
houses in Royal Crescent and one corner 
of the Circus were also damaged. 








WAR BUILDING: USAN 
Full details, -with photo- f 
graphs, of the caravan city} 
at Maryland, U.S.A. _ Inj 
order to meet the housing | 
needs of workers’ who had 

flocked: to the Glenn Lf 
Martin aircraft _ factory} 
(houses were not available), | 
the U.S. Farm Security Ad-/| 
ministration took over the 
job. 

They moved 200 family trailers to a site 
near the plant and formed a caravan city. 
Utility buildings, with sanitary facilities 
and rooms for washing, were built for 
the people living in the trailers; also, 
dormitories for single men. Personnel of 
the factory is still increasing, and another 


1,000 more family trailers are to be 
provided. 





MEMORIAL 
Statue of Lenin, designed by 





B. Lubetkin, in Holford 
Square, Finsbury (where 
Lenin lived whilst in this 


country) was unveiled by M. 
Maisky, the Russian 
Ambassador. 


' 


Soa 





A. J. Davies, F.R.1.B.A., elected 
a Royal Academician, and 
Louis de Soissons, F.R.I.B.A,, 
an Associate. 


e 





APPOINTMENT 
J. Hubert Worthington, 0.B.E., f 
F.R.I.B.A., appointed advisory 
architect for the rebuilding 
of the Inner Temple. 





GO8BittrwvaA & es 
On Active Service: S.A 
Bradshaw, A.R.1.B.A. (Sgt./P., 


R.A.F.), D. McL. Craik, 
A.R.LB.A. (Acting  P./O, 
R.A.F.V.R.). 





LITERATURE 
The Last of Uptake, by Simon 


Harcourt Smith and Rex 
Whistler. (B. T. Batsford, 
15s.). 
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. MO W B 
a T. S. Tait, F.R.I.B.A., resigned 
ded: | from MOWB. His post 
1771 by | as Assistant Director of Post- 
nt out; | War Building (Standardiza- 





h Abbey ° 

Lantern tion) taken by Francis Lorne, 
e : 

tal and § F-R.I.B.A. Stated that the work 

—— ; of the Committee on Building 


wer than § Materials Standardization 
geo § would continue, under the 
ie corner § chairmanship of H. Ryle, 
A.R.LB.A., With Frederick 
___..}} MacManus, A.R.1.B.A., aS 


Secretary. F. R. S. Yorke, 





ome A.R.LB.A., appointed Assistant 

“ pe to Christian Barman, F.R.1.B.A. 
Ir (Assistant Director, Admini- 
e N® strative). 

ousing 

o had} Zs 

a oe 


factory BRI C K § . 
ilable),) Treasury, at request of 
ty Ad-) MOWB, made an order im- 
er the) posing a levy of three shillings 
per thousand on all bricks 
to a site) manufactured and sold or 
ava nites Otherwise disposed of. 
built for— Levy came into operation as from 
_ May 18 and is chargeable on all 
d another? bricks delivered after that date, 
re to beg -except bricks broken up and sold 
} for hardcore. Levy, payable to 
MOWP, to be used for the care 
and maintenance of brickworks 
A. LB® closed compulsorily or in agree- 
ned by@ ment with Ministry since January 
. “1 1, 1942. Manufacture of bricks 
tolford® controlled as from May 4. 
(where | 
in this 
by M. : 
Russians BUILDING TRADE 
A.A.S.T.A. submitted a 
memorandum on the im- 
mediate steps necessary for 
R$» increased output in the build- 
elected) ing industry to Oliver Lyttel- 
n. and ton, Sir Walter Citrine and 
r.LB.A.— Lord Portal. (Published in 
full in A.J. for May 7). 








E NT} BUILDING SOCIETIES 
n,O.B.E,— The Building Societies’ 
advisory} Association announced ap- 
building} pointment of a Committee on 








§ Policy. 
R Yt 
+ -ae | 
(Set./P.8 S FROM U.S.A. 
Craik G. A. Jellicoe left for America 
P/O. to study developments there. 


George Hicks discussed his 
visit in the House. He said: 
There is need for early information 
not now available in this country, 
URE regarding training and education, 
ge both of operatives and manage- 
y SimO0F ment in the building industry in the 
nd ReX§ United States, and G. A. Jellicoe, 
3atsford, § F-R.1.8.4., a part-time member of 
the staff of the Ministry, is being 
ent to the United States for the 








Post - War Reconstruction . 
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Church at North Greenford, Middlesex. Architect: Cyril A. Farey. A plain, smooth church, 
smooth as those wonderful graded washes of colour we all admired on his drawings in the days when 
they were the only safe passport to the R.A. walls. A really modern building might have been 
accepted by now had he made the perspective. This church of his is calm and suave externally and 
internally. Its traditional shape with its square, squat tower at the crossing gives a proper parish 
church appearance, though one wishes the chancel roof were as high as that of the nave, and that the 
ridge line had consequently been carried through level. (Page 67). 





Arthur Brady, an 18 year old apprentice, was the only workman engaged on the building of the 
Roman Catholic Cathedral at Liverpool ; all the other men had been called up. 
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purpose of obtaining this informa- 
tion. Mr. Jellicoe will be instructed 
also to make a preliminary exami- 
nation into methods of pre- 
fabrication and_ standardization. 
It is intended that Mr. Jellicoe 
shall spend eight weeks in the 
United States. 





AIR RAID DAMAGE 
Damage to Exeter, York and 
Norwich during an air raid 
included : 

Exeter: Direct hit on South Choir 
Aisle of the Cathedral—the first 
of the great English Cathedrals to 
suffer; several bays wrecked ; 
extensive damage done to Southern 
Haye and Burnwell Crescent, the 
town-planned Georgian quarter 
behind the Cathedral; St. 
Stephen’s Church and Sidwell 
Church and some others were 
also hit. York: Guild Hall, 
destroyed by fire, and also a 
number of good Georgian houses 
in Bootham. Norwich: The 
Friends’ Meeting House was the 
only serious architectural building 
of merit to be destroyed. 





r 

R.1.8.A. 

Twenty-two members. of the 
R.I.B.A., serving in the Forces 
in a letter to the press stated 
that architects now serving in 
the Army deserved to have the 
biggest say in reconstruction. 





HOSTELS: FEES 
Basis of employment and 
remuneration of nominated 
private architects in regard to 
MOWB schemes for hostels, 
W.O. camps, and similar 
schemes of a standard type 
which involve repetition units, 
were revised. Copies of the 
revised scale obtainable from 
Secretary R.I.B.A. 





Ff? &€ EC 8 ES 
Oliver Lyttelton, Minister of 
Production : 

1 believe that there are three 
things which we all want. The 
first is to make this a truly cheerful 
country—a country in which we 
can laugh when we want and put 
Out our tongues at the people 
we don’t like—a spacious, active, 
enterprising country. The second 
is to see that we are never again 
faced with the horror of mass 
unemployment. The third is to 
modernize the capital equipment 
—by which I mean the transport, 
the roads, ports, towns, houses 
and amenities of our country, 
and the curious thing is that in 
reaching for the third of these 
objectives we shall be going a 
long. way towards attaining the 
first two. Mr. Eden says we must 
plan not merely because we may 
like the result but because we 
have no option. If we refuse to 
carry out one kind of planning 
designed to raise standards of 


living we shall find ourselves 
instead involved in another kind of 
planning. We shall find ourselves 
again at war. 





PREFABRICATION 
On a site immediately behind 
the Tate Gallery in John 
Islip Street MOWB opened 
an exhibition of nine pre- 
fabricated huts : 

Types were: Maycrete (sawdust 
concrete) ; B.C.F. (reinforced con- 
crete) : Curved Asbestos (asbestos- 
cement) ; Seco (plywood and wood 
wool) ; Nashcrete (sawdust con- 
crete); B.C.F.-Light (reinforced 
concrete) ; Plywood (cubicle type) ; 
MOWB Hall Hut (plaster-board) : 
and the Orlit (reinforced concrete). 





COMPETITION 
Conditions were issued by the 
I.A.A.S. of its open competi- 
tion for a small model housing 
estate. Latest date for sub- 
mission of designs: January 
1, 1943. 





L A W 

H. R. Bull, of Messrs. Nicklin 
and Bull, Birmingham, was 
prosecuted, at the instance 
of the A.R.C., at Birmingham 
Petty Sessions, for unlaw- 
fully carrying on _ business 
under the title of architect, 
not being a person registered 
under the Architects (Regis- 
tration) Acts. Defendant 
was fined £5, with £2 2s. 
costs. 





EXHIBITION § 
Exhibition of domestic plan- 
ning and design arranged by 
Elizabeth Denby and Noel 
Carrington opened in London 


by Sir Stafford Cripps. Ex- 
hibition sponsored by the 
C.E.M.A., C.B.I.A.E. and 


D.LA. 


Exhibition, organized by the 
H.C., and held at the R.I.B.A. 





HON © U R S5 
W. H. Ansell,  P.R.LB.A., 
elected Hon. Corresponding 
Member of the A.I.A. 
Military : M.B.E.: Lt. Ralph 
H. Brentnall, R.E. (A.R.1.B.A.) 
for ‘* conspicuous gallantry 
in carrying out hazardous 
work in a_ very brave 
manner.’”’ 





P./O. Desmond Ossiter Sands, 
(A.R.L.B.A.) awarded D.F.C.for 
daylight raid on Augsburg. 





ROYAL ACADEMY 
Photographs were hung in 
the Architectural Room at 
the Royal Academy—the first 
occasion since the last war. 
Exhibits consisted of 47 draw- 
ings and 54 photographs. 





APPOINTMENTS 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott ap- 
pointed architect for the 
replanning of Coventry 
Cathedral. 


W. H. Ansell re-elected Presi- 
dent of the A.B.S. 


R. Coppock re-elected Pre- 
sident of B.I.N.C. 





O Bitwt aR Y 
Mr. C. R. Ashbee, one of the 
most important exponents of 
the domestic revival of the 


nineties. He was 78 years of 
age. 

On Active Service: P./O. 
Donald MacAlister, second 


son of Sir Ian and Lady 
MacAlister, presumed to have 
been killed in air operations. 





PUBLICATIONS 


American Nation, by John 
Gloag. (Cassell & Co., 
7s. 6d.). Living in Cities, by 


Ralph Tubbs. (Pengujn Books, 
Is.). Bulletin C.14. Factories. 
Issued by the M.O.H.S. Bulle- 
tin mainly concerned* with 
methods of heightening and 
strengthening protective walls 
built in single-storey factory 
buildings. 


* and get to work calling on local 


yU WN & 


MO W B 

H. B. Allum, C.B.E., M.V.0O.,, 
Controller of Supplies, 
MOWB, appointed Principal 
Assistant Secretary in charge 
of the Building Materials 
Division of the Ministry. 
He was succeeded by the 
Deputy Controller, Mr. G. P. 
Gilchrist, M.B.E. 


Ministry established a force of 
mobile builders to tackle 
emergency building work any- 
where in Gt. Britain. 

Force consisted of six hundred 
mobile builders in ten compact 
flying squads complete with mobile | 
feeding and sleeping accommoda- 





tion, materials and plant. Each 
squad is equipped with specially 
designed vehicles—three fitted with 
sixteen bunks each, a fourth with 
twelve bunks and a kitchen to/ 
provide the squad with three meals/ 
a day for seven days, while a/ 
5-ton lorry acts as tender to the 
convoy carrying plant and sufficient 
materials to enable the squad to be 
independent for seven days. Thus, 
in a town blitzed overnight, they 
can arrive within a few hours) 


resources for billeting, food, tools 
or even materials. Similarly they 
can instantly start an urgent job 
for one of the services in any 
lonely spot, without any need for 
huts, bedding or canteens. 





R.I.B.A. agreed to spcensor 
three of the Committees set 
up under the D.P.W.B. of 
MOWB. Committees and) 
Members : 

1. THE ARCHITECTURAL USE OF 
BUILDING MATERIALS: Chairman, 
Edward Maufe, a.R.A.;  Vice- 
Chairman, Oswald P. Milne ; Hon. 
Secretary, Basil M. Sullivan, c.1£., 
0.B.E. Members, Robert Atkinson, 
W. T. Curtis, J. Murray Easton, 
Henry M. Fletcher, J. H. Forshaw, 
M.c., W. Curtis Green, R.A., Lionel 
G. Pearson, J. Hubert Worthing- 
ton, 0.B.E.; Nominated by the 





Royal Incorporation of Architects in¥ 
Scotland,J.R.McKay ; Nominated) 
by MOWB, Brian O’Rorke, W. A. 
Rutter. 

2. BUSINESS BUILDING COMMITTEE: | 
Chairman, Stanley Hamp; Vice- 
Chairman, James R. Adamson; 
Hon. Secretary, Alex. T. Scott; 
Members, Graham  Dawbarn, 
Joseph Emberton, Bernard George, 
Joseph Hill, T. C. Howitt, D.s.0., 
Gordon Jeeves, M.c., Herbert J. 
Rowse, J. Alan Slater, L. Sylvester 
Sullivan, Henry Tanner; Nomi- 
nated by the Royal Incorporation 
of Architects in Scotland, T. F. 
Maclennan ; Nominatedby MOWB, 
C. J. Mole, M.B.E., M.V.O., Francis 
Lorne. 

3. COMMITTEE FOR WALLS, FLOORS 
AND Roors: Chairman, C. Lovett 
Gill ; Vice-Chairman, Horace 
Cubitt; Hon. Secretary (to 
appointed) ; Members, Percy V. 
Burnett, Joseph Emberton, R. 
Fitzmaurice, Stanley Heaps, Arthur 
W. Kenyon, Hubert Lidbetter, 
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Alister G. MacDonald, F. P. 
Scott, A.M.INST.C.E..: Nominated 
hy the Royal Incorporation of 
irchitects in Scotland, Wm. 
McCrea ; Nominated by MOWB, 
G. A. Gardner, Superintending 
Structural Engineer, MOWB, 


Francis Lorne. 


Change of address of Licens- 
ing Officer for London Civil 





Defence Region: Licensing 
Officer, MOWB.., 51/54, 
Gracechurch Street, E.C.3. 
(Tele. : Mansion House, 
9855). 

PLANNING BILL 


Minister of Works and Plan- 
ning Bill passed. its second 


reading in the House of 
Lords. Motion introduced 
by Lord Portal. Full report 
of his speech in A.J. for 


June 25. Extracts from speech: 
This Bill constitutes the first step 
in carrying out the Government’s 
policy. Objective of that policy 
is to secure the right use of the 
land of the country for all purposes. 
For this, existing planning powers 
are known to be _ inadequate, 
and it will be necessary to intro- 
duce legislation substantially 
amending, strengthening and ex- 
tending the present law. Before 
this is done, I consider it essential 
to have the final Reports of the 
Uthwatt Committee and Scott 
Committees, which are now near 
completion. 





BUILDING TRADE 
The age of reservation for 
men in building and civil 
engineering occupations 
raised to 41. 





BRICKS 

Second Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Brick Industry 
under _—_ consideration by 
MOWB (H.M.S.O. 6d.). First 
Report was submitted to 
Minister at end of 1941 and 
published in March, 1942. 
The Second Report, to some 
extent complementary to the 
first, dealt with the following 
six points: 1, A Picture of 
the Industry. 2, A Quota 
Plan. 3, Compensation for 
the Loss of Sales. 4, The 
Price of Bricks. 6, Control 
of the Industry. For 
Minister’s decisions on re- 
commendations, see August 
(page 56). 





RECONSTRUCTION 
First meeting of the special 
Reconstruction Committee 
appointed by the Building 






Housing Scheme in the West for the Ministry of Supply. Architect : G. A. Jellicoe. 
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Geoffrey 


Jellicoe’s little houses in groups of hundreds, or it may be thousands, in various parts of the 
country, seem good and practical, as well as simple enough to combine well together and to 


suit most types of landscape. 


His long terraces set round large open squares or in some other 


formal way regain for their inhabitants the friendliness of the slum, yet with no loss of 


respectability, a very notable achievement. 


Societies Association to con- 
sider post-war problems. 
Lord Sankey said : 

It is right and proper that Building 
Societies should see how they can 
assist in obtaining the much- 
desired better houses for a people 
who so richly deserve them. Jerry- 
building must not be allowed to 
raise its ugly head again in our 
post-war world. Building Societies 
have suffered much unjust and 
damaging criticism in recent years 
because of the activities of the 
jerry-builder. They agree with, and 
must co-operate with those who 


feel strongly that jerry-building is a © 


social menace 


to be ruthlessly 
destroyed. 





PREFABRICATION 
Two films of prefabricated 
housing in America shown 
to the press by MOWB at 
Ministry of Information. Both 
films stressed the advantages 
of wood for this type of 
building. 





JOB COMMITTEES 
What is a job committee ? 
Full details of these Com- 
mittees set out in the A.J. 
for June 25. Briefly, a job 
committee is : 

A group of men drawn from all the 
personnel—including architects— 
on a given job which gets together 
to discuss ways and means to 
eliminate obstacles to maximum 
output. 


Plea by D. E. E. Morrison, 
Chairman, Public Relations 
Committee, A.A.S.T.A. for 
the setting up of job com- 
mittees. 

Meetings of drawing office staffs 
alone, such as have taken place in 
the L.C.C. and MOWB, can 
achieve important results, but the 
kind of meeting that will do most 
is the meeting on the site itself 
between technical staff and opera- 
tives. The site is the place where in 
actual execution the plans and 
organization of the job are tested. 





Are there delays, waste of material, 


faulty construction, misleading 
details, architect’s and client’s 
changes of mind? They all come 
to light on the site. Technicians 
and operatives together are in a 
position to check over every step 
in the whole building process in 
the light of each other’s experience. 





BUILDING PROGRAMME 
Statement by Ernest Bevin, 
Minister of Labour and 
National Service, on new 
building programme to repre- 
sentatives of building and 
civil engineering industries : 
Britain is going to do its greatest 
job in this war—as the base for 
troops from the other side as well 
as for the armies and air-forces 
already here. The building industry 
will be in the vanguard in this 
great job. We shall have to 
house the great armies and air- 
force from America. Port facilities, 
aerodromes, runways, camps and 
all the rest have got to be provided 
and. provided quickly. 28,000 
building workers who were due 
to be called up are to be left 
in the industry until October 
provided they are on priority work. 
In October the question will be 
reviewed again. 

Following resolution was carried 
with acclamation: ‘‘ The repre- 
sentatives of the operatives: and 
employers in the building and civil 
engineering industries here 
assembled thank Mr. Ernest Bevin, 
the Minister of Labour and 


(Page 67). 


Library at New 
College, Oxford. 
Architect : Hubert 
Worthington. Solid 
and even rather grim- 
looking in its rough 
stone. The main hall 
inside is clearly a fine 
and worthy thing with 
tiers of bookshelves 
giving scale and the 
books themselves a 
fine contrasting tex- 
ture to the _ plain 
surfaces. (Page 67). 


National Service, for his address, 
and desire to assure the Minister 
and the Government of their 
fullest co-operation in carrying 
out the important programme of 
works required by the Govern- 
ment.”’ 





WAR-TIME BUILDING 
Publication of four housing 
schemes to provide war-time 
accommodation for factory 





workers. Built for M.O.S. 
by G. A. Jellicoe. (A.J., 
June 11 and June 18). 

R.I. B.A. 

J. Alan Slater continued 
the plea for holding the 
R.I.B.A. Council Election 


with several letters to the 
press. D. E. E. Morrison 


joined the attack. He said: 
We do know that there has been 
dissatisfaction over the R.I.B.A.’s 
attitude to certain questions—its 
lack of vision in regard to the 
official shelter policy and reserva- 
tion in the past, and, at present, 
its concentration on post-war 
problems to the detriment of the 
urgent questions of to-day. In 
a democratic country an election 
is the only obvious way of finding 
out whether this dissatisfaction 
has any widespread basis. The 
membership should be given an 
opportunity to exercise their demo- 
cratic right. 
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NATIONAL BUILD- 
INGS RECORD 
Through the generosity of-+ 
one of its members of Council, 
the N.B.R. announced a 
scheme by which it is hoped 
to centralize the results of 
student measuring activities 
and to build up through this 
means a national collection 
of graphic records of build- 
ings of artistic, historic, topo- 
graphical and _ sociological 
interest. 





BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
Lord Woolton suggested that 
local architects should be 
used for the design of British 
Restaurants in a_ statement 
to councils : 

I am sure that your Council will 
bear in mind the possibility of 
using the services and artistic 
capacity not only of the architects 
in the locality who might be 
interested in such things, but also 
of the pupils of the local School 
of Art, who, in sofne cases, have 
contributed excellent work to such 
restaurants. My Department also 
may be able to give your Authority 
assistance in this direction, if it is 
desired. My motive in writing 
to you has been the hope that in 
these measures forced upon us 
by war we may be able to add to 
the amenities of life by creating 
some beauty whilst providing for 
a necessity. 





ECCLESIASTICAL 
Ten minimum conditions for 
a Christian way of life laid 
down by the R.C. Hierarchy 
of England and Wales. One 
point : 

The minimum living accommoda- 
tion for a family should be such 
that no one has to sleep in the 
living room ; that there be satis- 
factory sanitation ; that there be a 
bathroom for each family. Slums 
should be abolished—there is no 
excuse for slums. 





EDUCATION 
Following upon the initiative 
of R. Birdwood Willcocks, 
F.R.1.B.A., the Berkshire E.C. 
proposed to include study 
and training in the apprecia- 
tion of architecture in the 
curriculum of its senior and 
secondary schools. 





H oN @ UR S 
List of Birthday Honours in- 
cluded the following awards : 
Order of Merit—Augustus John, 
R.A. Knight Bachelor—T. P. Frank 
(co-ordinating officer for public 
utility services, London C.D. 


Region, and Chief Engineer to. 


the L.C.C.); C.B.E—J. A. Daw- 
son, Director of Works, Air 
Ministry ; P. W. Jupp, Director 
of Lands, MOWB; George H. 
Parker, Chairman, National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry ; 
H. E. Walker, Deputy Director 
of Public Works, Nigeria; H. E. 
Brooke-Bradley (Deputy County 
Surveyor, Worcestershire) ; H. M 
Enderby (City Surveyor, Canter- 
bury); F. H. Gibbons (Borough 


Engineer, Dudley); C. J. Mole, 
F.R.I.B.A. (Assistant Director of 
Works, MOWB); and H. Wool- 


dridge, (Senior Scientific Officer, 


D.S.IL.R.); O.B.E—W. E. Rice 
(President, London Master 
Builders’ Association) ; M.B.E.— 


W. P. Haldane (Deputy City 
Engineer, Edinburgh); H. H. 
McTaggart (Quantity Surveyor, 
Department of Health for Scot- 
land). 





APPOINTMENTS 
Lord Reith appointed Lieut./ 
Commander, R.N.V.R., on 
the staff of the Rear-Admiral, 
Coastal Forces. 

G. L.  Vigers* elected 
President of the C.S.I. His 
father and grandfather were 
Presidents in 1910-11 and 
1898-99. 


*Died in December. 





Professor Patrick Aber- 
crombie appointed to replan 
the area surrounding the 


County of London. 





Oo 24 t VAR F 
Sir Edwin Cooper, A.R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., at the age of 59. 
A. W. Anderson, organizer 
and first’ president of the 
Federal Council of the A.I.A. 
in 1915. Prefix *‘ Royal ’’ 
attached to name of Institute 
in 1929. 


On Active Service : Samuel 
Britten Bennett, Lt., 
R.N.V.R., pD.s.c., killed in 
action. He was one of the 
founders and Editor of 
Focus. 


YU ib 


M O W P 
Minister of Works and Plan- 
ning Bill received the Royal 


Assent. Following notice 
issued from 10, Downing 
Street : 


‘“*The King has been pleased to 
approve that the Right Honourable 
Lord Portal, D.s.o., M.V.0., be 
appointed Minister of Works and 
Planning, and that Mr. George 
Hicks, M.P., and Mr. H. G. 
Strauss, M.P., be appointed Joint 
Parliamentary Secretaries to the 
Ministry of Works and Planning.”’ 
Lord Portal continued to hold 
office as First Commissioner of 
Works and Public Buildings. 
Powers and duties of the Minister 
of Health under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1932, were 
transferred to the Minister of 
Works and Planning. 


Announced that MOWB 
would cost the nation, during 
the year ending March 31, 
1943, £5,765,400, of which 
salaries would account for 
£5,282,900. 


Thirty-five of MOWP’s 
mobile builders completed 
the site construction work 
for an army camp. 

The men were employed by the 
Ministry as part of its plan to 
expedite the construction of camps 
for the forces. Normally there is 
a delay of 3 weeks between inviting 
tenders for this work and in the 
starting of the contract. In. this 
case, directly tenders were invited 
for the job, the mobile builders 
went off to the site and erected, in 
16 days, huts to accommodate 
the advance party of the main 
contractor. Thus, work on the 
camp proper was able to start 


immediately the advance party 
arrived. 
Stump extractor machine 


put into operation by the 
Ministry. Object: To glean 
cast-iron stumps which were 
left projecting from stone 
parapets and area walls. 


Drastic restrictions imposed 
on the use of lead for building 
and plumbing purposes. An- 
nounced that lead sheet and 
pipes would be released only 
in limited quantities for 
special work of an essential 
nature; all other uses of 
lead, except for chemical 
purposes, would cease. 


The areas controlled by 
MOWP’s Licensing Officers 
in two Regions were amended, 
while telephone numbers and 
addresses of other Licensing 
Officers were changed : 


Details of the changes, which 
should be made in Appendix D of 
Notes for the Guidance of Applicants 
are: (1) N.E. Region.—Telephone 
Number is Leeds 29063/4. (ii) N. 
Midland Region. — (a) Address 
changed to: 2, Lucknow Drive, 
Nottingham. (5) All Derbyshire is 
now included in this Region. (iii) 
S.W. Region—Address changed 
to: 5/6, Cotham Lawn Road, 
Bristol, 6. (iv) N.W. Region.—All 
Derbyshire is now in the N. 
Midland Region. (v) Southern 
RegionAddress_ changed to: 
** Hillingdon,’’ 39, Christchurch 
Road, Reading. Telephone num- 
ber: Reading 81246. 


F. E. Towndrow, F.R.I.B.A., 
appointed Senior Architect 
in the D.P.W.B., and secretary 
to the three Policy Com- 
mittees (Design, Structure and 
Installations). Report issued 


by Directorate showed : 

That of the 15 study committees 
announced in March, 11 were 
sitting, the remaining four were 
being formed—Steel Structures, 
Reinforced Concrete Structures, 
Timber Structures and Standards. 
Following new Committees formed 
since March: Sub-Committee on 
the Design of Houses and Flats 
(Scotland) ; and Committees on 
House Construction ; Farm Build- 


ings; Acoustics; Fire Grading ; 
Mechanical Installations; Gas 
Installations. Of the new Com- 


mittees only one had started work. 
Stated that several more Com- 
mittees were projected ; estimated 
that 25 would be at work at end 
of 1942. Constitution of the Com- 
mittees and terms of reference 
given in A.J. for July 16. 


Two appointments in MOWP 
were inquired into by the 
Select Committee on National 
Expenditure following ques- 
tions in the House of Com- 
mons on the dual capacity 
of individuals appointed to 
high positions in Government 
departments while retaining 
association with firms which 
have contractual relations 
with these departments. 

The persons concerned were: 
Hugh Beaver, Director-General, 
MOWP (lately a member of the 
firm of Sir Alexander Gibbs and 
Partners); and T. P. Bennett, 
F.R.I.B.A. (lately senior partner 
in the firm of T. P. Bennett and 
Son). Committee, in its report, 
stated that, from the evidence sub- 
mitted, it would not appear that 
there had been any abuse of their 
positions by the holders. 





RECONSTRUCTION 
Government decided to ap- 
point an Advisory Council 
on Welsh _ Reconstruction 
Problems with the following 
terms of reference : 
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To survey, in conformity with 
the general examination of recon- 
struction problems now being 
conducted by the Government, 
those problems of reconstruction 
which are of special application 
to Wales and Monmouthshire, and 
to advise on them. Constitution 
of the Committee: Principal J. F. 
Rees, M.A. (Chairman); D. M. 
Evans Bevan; Mrs. Clement 
Davies; James Griffiths, M.-P. ; 
F. W. R. Harris, B.sc.; J. Lloyd 
Humphreys; Dr. T. J. Jenkin, 
p.sc.; William Jones, C.B.E. ; 
David Lewis; Herbert Henry 
Merrett; Professor D. Hughes 
Parry, M.A.; Dr. Laura G. Rees ; 
Sir Robert J. Webber; Evan 
Williams; Professor W. M. 
Williams, M.A. ; Clough Williams- 
Ellis, F.R.1.B.A.; and William 
Thomas (Secretary). 





BUILDING TRADE 
To cope with a new demand 
for labour, the M.L.N.S. 
established a building and 
civil engineering department 
to control the use of man- 
power in those sections of 
the national effort. 





UTILITY FURNITURE 
Following is the constitution 
of the advisory comniittee 
appointed by Mr. Dalton, 
President of the B.O.T., to 
produce specifications for 
utility furniture : 


Chairman : Charles Tennyson, 
vice-chairman of the Council for 
Art and Industry. Members : 


Miss Elizabeth Denby, specialist 
in planning and equipment of low- 
cost housing; Mrs. E. Winborn, 
member of the Tenants’ Committee 
of the Kensal Housing Estate ; 
Rev. Charles Jenkinson, vicar of 
St. John and St. Barnabas, Leeds, 
former chairman of the Leeds 
Corporation Housing Committee ; 
John Gloag, consultant. on in- 
dustrial design; W. Johnstone, 
furniture manufacturer, member 
of the executive of the Furniture 
Trades Federation ; Herman 
Lebus, furniture manufacturer ; 
Gordon Russell, furniture designer, 
of Broadway, Worcs.; and W. 
Welsford, manager of the furniture 
factories of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society. 





EXHIBITION 
Exhibition entitled Eastern 
Front, designed by Erné 
Goldfinger, and held in 
London. Objects of exhibi- 
tion: 

1, To show some of the material 
Sent from this country to the 
U.S.S.R. in fulfilment of the 
pledge of help, and its use by the 
Soviet fighting forces. 2, To show 
some of the essential raw materials 
sent by the U.S.S.R. to this 
country. 3, To show some mani- 
Soations of Anglo-Soviet friend- 
SNIp. 
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Court House, Chichester, Sussex. Architect: C.G. Stillman. One is glad to see a fine, spacious 
entrance hall where anxious people can meet and talk. This fine hall is the keynote to the 
design both externally and internally and that, of course, is as it should be. (Page 66). 
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Timber Church at Greenford, Middlesex. Architect: Professor Richardson. One has often heard the 

‘stock comparison of a Gothic interior to a forest glade. Here the interior is still more like it, the 
timber taking so naturally to Gothic shapes. The exterior with its steep roof and fléche naturally 
has a Norwegian look but harmonizes well with the steep roof and fléche of an old church which 
adjoins it. (Page 67). 
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H O US IN G 
Memorandum of Evidence 
of C.S.1. submitted to Sub- 
Committee on Design of 
Dwellings of the Central 
Housing Advisory Committee 
of M.O.H. published in press. 
(A.J., for August 6.). 





MARS PLAN 

A master plan for London, 
published in full in the Archi- 
tectural Review for June, 
subject of a leading article 
in the A.J. for July 9. 
Extracts from leader : 

As becomes a Modern Architects’ 
Research Society MARS has 
ignored the existing mess and 
refused to be limited or conditioned 
by it, preferring instead to work 
out from first principles what a 
plan for reconstructing London 
should seek to provide. 





ma... A. 

Letter signed by ninety mem- 
bers of the architectural staffs 
of MOWP and L.C.C. pub- 


lished in the technical press: 
As members of the staffs of the 
two largest architectural depart- 
ments in the country, we should 
like to support the correspondents 
who have in these columns ex- 
pressed the view that R.I.B.A. 
elections should be held ‘this year 
and annually. The last elections 
took place over three years ago, 
since when the isolation between 
the membership of the Institute 
and its Council has steadily 
increased. We have no doubts that 
this is largely due to the absence 
of annual elections and meetings 
which has prevented members 
from undertaking their share of 
responsibility for the policy and 
activity of the Institute. The 
demand for elections is not 
necessarily an attack on members 
of the present Council—they, just 
as much as the membership, are 
prevented by the absence of 
elections from _ fulfilling their 
function efficiently—but we do feel 
that the reasons advanced for the 
suspension of elections are in- 
adequate. We wish to see a 
vigorous Institute taking an active 
part in the formulation of war 
building policy as well as looking 
to the future, and we consider 
that the holding of elections is an 
essential step in this direction. 





SPEECHE § 
R. Coppock, at meeting of 
TACP.A. : 

It is not possible to face the post- 
war problems in precisely the 
same way as last time. Politicians 
of the last post-war period knew it 
was impossible to carry out the 
programme they pretended to 
believe in. This time they will not 
get away with that. Obviously 
the question of planning is the 
question of expert knowledge and 
understanding. One of the first 
things necessary as far as planning 


is concerned is to secure the land 
for the people ; whether it is by 
compensation or annexation, does 
it matter? The fact is that we 
shall have a very small building 
personnel as compared to the 
personnel we had in 1939. During 
the 20 years between the wars we 
built four million houses; we 
cannot wait 20 years for four 
million houses again. Whether 
those houses are to be pre- 
fabricated, or ordinary brick or 
stone-built, is irrelevant at present. 





Henry Strauss, at the T.P.I. : 
What have been the main faults 
in our town and country planning 
hitherto? The most important 
fault is, perhaps, this: that such 
planning has too often been 
thought of merely in the form of 
maps showing the lines of roads 
and indicating zones and land 
uses. As long as it is so conceived, 
town planning will certainly fail. 
Without architecture town planning 
is useless or even mischievous. 
Town planners must always re- 
member this: while it is poss'ble 
for a ground plan to be so bad 
as to render good building im- 
possible, it cannot, however good 
it is, render good building certain. 
That will depend on the architect. 
It is essential that the ground plan, 
by providing building blocks of 
practicable size and shape and 
the right relation between streets, 
buildings and open spaces, should 
afford opportunity for good archi- 
tecture. Architectural advice is, 
therefore, needed at an _ early 
stage of the plan. It is again, of 
course, essential when the buildings 
are designed. 


Lord Portal at meeting of 
F.G.L.M.B. : 

After the war builders will not 
want a fictitious boom but a 
level and balanced programme on 
which they can work for ten, 
twelve or fifteen years, or whatever 
the period may be. There is so 
enormous an amount of work 
ahead that everybody will realize 
that for some time after the war 
there must necessarily be a system 
of priorities. In one way the 
building industry will be fortunate ; 
with the exception of timber all 
the materials it needs are to be 
found in our own country. What 
I intend to do, and what I have 
done, as Minister, is to take the 
advice of people who know more 
about the Ministry than I do. I 
believe in the policy of the ‘* open 
door,’’ which enables members 
of the various sections of the 
building industry. to come and tell 
me what is wrong and how they 
think it should be remedied. I 
suggest that the industry should 
seriously consider how best the 
master builders of the country 
can be organized. 





SHEET MATERIALS 
Special issue of the A.J. 
devoted to Sheet Materials 
published on July 30. 





COMPETITION 
Conditions issued of an open 


competition for the Castle 
site, including the Parish 
Church, the Roman Fort, 
Bridge and land adjoining 
the River Wharf, Ilkley. 
Latest date for designs was 
September 30. (See December 
24, page 412, for result). 





ARCHITECT OFFICERS 
Twenty-seven members of the 
R.I.B.A. were gazetted 2nd 
Lieutenants in the Roya 
Engineers. They are: 

Fellows: E. P. Lavender and T. W. 
Snailum. Associates: A. V. Banks, 
J. Catchpole, S. A. Comben, 
H. W. Cortis, E. J. Cundliffe, J. E. 
W. Dallachy, E. J. Edwards, J. 
Forbes, A. E. Gerrard, F. Green- 
wood, G. H. Hopkinson, F. W. 
Honeywell, J. L. Hope, H. Jackson, 
A. H. Jones, J. Lewis, K. L. Maggs, 
A. J. Morrison, T. Rothwell, K. A. 
Stevens, A. M. Stewart, R. T. 
Tatchell, G. J. Timmis. Licentiates: 
C. E. Buhl and T. G. Birchall Scott. 





MESSAGE 
MOSCOW 
Following cablegram received 
by R.I.B.A. from Moscow : 
Council Royal Institute British 
Architects, 66, Portland Place, 
London.—On behalf all architects 
our country, we send cordial 
greetings Royal Institute British 
Architects on occasion conclusion 
treaty between Great Britain and 
Sovunion. Our organization is 
united with you not only by 
professional and creative interests 
in common but also by singleness 
our aspirations and efforts in 
great fight against common enemy, 
against barbaric Hitlerism. Archi- 
tects our country give all their 
strength and knowledge to this 
fight and attentively follow wartime 
work their British colleagues. We 
are sure that henceforth our 
friendly relations will grow still 
closer and that architects both 
our allied countries will multiply 
their efforts for achieving sacred 
aim—our common victory over 
enemy.—Union Sovarchitects K. 
Alabyan, Secretary-General, trans- 
mitted Society Cultural Relations— 
Liberson. 

The following reply was sent 
by Institute : 

K. Alabyan, General Secretary, 
Union Soviet Architects, Granatny 
7, Moscow, 2, U.S.S.R.—Royal 
Institute of British Architects 
warmly welcomes treaty between 
Great Britain and Soviet Union. 
It confirms friendship already 
existing between the architects 
of our two countries. We are 
united in determination to crush 
common enemy of freedom and _ to 
work together for creation of a 


FROM 


- better and happier world.— William 


Henry Ansell, President, Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 





APPOINTMENTS 
New Regional Controller for 
Wales: Percy E. Thomas, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 


Lt.-Commander E. Basil 
Green, R.N., Assistant Man- 
aging Director of the Royal 
Doulton Potteries, appointed 


Deputy Regional Commis- 
sioner for Civil Defence in 
the S.E. Region. 

Uttoxeter U.D.C. called in 


W. Dobson Chapman, M.T.P.I. 
to make a _ comprehensive 
survey of the area, and to 
advise in conjunction with the 
Council’s Surveyor, S. S. 
Proud, on the plan for the 
future development and re- 
development of Uttoxeter in 
order that the Council may 
be ready to control and 
encouiage development of the: 
Urban. District in the im- 
mediate post-war period. 


Denis Winston, M.A., B.ARCH. 
(Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A., senior 
lecturer in architecture and 
civic design in Liverpool Uni- 
versity, appointed senior 
architect of the Northern 
Ireland Ministry of Home 
Affairs. 


C. M. Coombs, F.R.I.B.A., 
deputy county architect to 
Staffordshire County Council, 
appointed county architect. 


Sir Edward Crowe re-elected 
chairman of the R.S.A. 


W. H. Ansell re-elected Presi- 
dent of the R.I.B.A. 





O BITUAR Y 
On Active Service: J. B. 
Tomlinson, A.R.1.B.A. (FI./Sgt. 
R.A.F.). 





PUBLICATIONS 
Sand Lime Bricks. Wartime 
Building Bulletin, No. 20. 
(H.M.S.O. Price 3d.). Vaux- 
hall Gardens, by James G. 
Southworth. (Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 18s. 6d.). Lon- 
don Triumphant, by Sydney 
R. Jones. (Studio, 15s.). 
Heating and Ventilating, by 
L. G. Overton. (Sutherland 
Publishing Co., 15s.). Bombed 
Buildings of Britain, by J. M. 
Richards, with notes by John 
Summerson. (Architectural 
Press, 15s.). Specification, 
1942, edited by F. R. 
Yorke. (Architectural Press, 
10s. 6d.). 
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In order to secure the utmost 
economy in labour and 
materials required for build- 
ing programmes, memoran- 
dum was issued to supplement 
the ‘‘ Notes on Methods of 
Construction and Uses of 
Materials recommended by 
the Directorate of Construc- 
tional Design,’’ issued on 
February 12 last, in Works 
and Building Committee 
Paper B.P.(O) (42) 9, and 
circulated to local authorities. 


Leslie Beaufoy, F.R.I.B.A., ap- 
pointed Assistant Secretary 
in MOWP. 


Announced by MOWP that 
bonuses were being paid to 
building and civil engineering 
operatives whose output was 
higher than ‘* basic’’ for 
all the main building and 
civil engineering operations 
on over 2,000 Government 
sites which were scheduled 
under the Essential Work 
Order. 


Cottages for Landworkers on Lord Portal*s Estate, Hampshire. Architect: Arthur E. T. Mort. 
One can admit their charm. It is the charm of a toy. Iam glad they nestle under a church— 
nestle is the right word. (Page 68). 


Lord Justice Scott. 


S SCOTT REPORT 


10 Publication of the Report 
— by the Committee on Land 
G Utilization in Rural Areas. 
4% Prepared for MOWP* (H.M. 
aul S.O. Price 2s.). The body 
onal responsible for the Report, 
nme popularly called the Scott 
.~ Committee, was set up in 
1nd October, 1941, to report on 
hed questions arising out of the 
‘3 M findings of the Barlow Report 
: “i and is divided up into five 
4 "I parts: 1, present position; 2, 
ura recommendations ; 3, plan- 
- ning and development — 
; machinery and procedure; 4, 


“Committee was. set up by Ministry in Waterloo Bridge. Architect: Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. The new bridge, which supersedes 
consultation with Ministry of Agriculture. Rennie’s structure, was begun in October, 1937, and was opened: this month. 


Tess, 
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a five-year plan for Britain ; 
5, summary of recommenda- 
tions and suggestions. Also 
included is a minority Report 
by Professor S. R. Dennison. 





RECONSTRUCTION 
Statement by Herbert Morri- 
son, Minister of Home 
Security, that reconstruction 
of heavily raided towns and 
cities need not wait until 
after the war. Local 
authorities could get on with 
a good deal of preparatory 
work. 


Discussion on ‘* Reconstruc- 
tion: Should the Plans be 
Drafted Now?’’ held by 
A.B.T. 


Miss Jane Drew (for) : 

The reason why planning must 
be done now could be seen from 
the history of the period after 
the last war. Then spirits had 
been low; there was unemploy- 
ment, misery, and epidemics which 
had carried off more victims than 
the war itself. Ninety-nine per 
cent. of our people should be on 
full-time war effort, but the rest 
should work on peace problems. 
We must have the plans ready to 
put into operation. 


K. Campbell (against) : 

It was no good building concert 
halls and museums for people 
who were too worried about mere 
existence to appreciate music and 
art. We didn’t know what post- 
war conditions were going to be. 
There was no agreement on how 
to plan. Those with anti-planning 
records were now busy making 
schemes. To win this war we 
should have to get our hands 
dirty. Every architect should be 
in direct war work. 





CONPERENCE 
The relationship of civil 
engineering with the build- 
ing industry was the subject 
of the first of a series of 
conferences at the I.C.E. 
Professor C. E. Inglis (President, 
L.C.E.): After the war building 
and the construction of public 
works will assuredly form a large 
portion of our national effort and, 
boldly conceived and intelligently 
allocated, such work should go 
a long way to counteract the 
menace of a post-war industrial 
depression. 

Lord Portal: One advantage the 
building industry has is that most 
of the materials it uses are pro- 
duced in this country: it also 
has the advantage of knowing 
beforehand that there will be a 
vast amount of building to be done 
in this country after the war. 
It is for those presiding over the 
industry to prevent a slump 
eccurring by having a_ balanced 
programme extending over a num- 
ber of years. There will have to be 
housing and other special priorities. 
Mr. W. H. Ansell, P.R.1.B.A. : 


1943 


we look on the post-war building 
needs of the nation as a glorious 
scramble with everyone trying to 
get what he can out of it, we are 
heading for failure. The first and 
most important consideration is 
not the prosperity of the building 
industry as such, but the ensuring 
that what the industry produces 
can be of the greatest national 
benefit. 





NEW COMMITTEE 
Home Secretary appointed a 
committee, under chairman- 
ship of John W. Morris, K.c., 


‘to consider future planning 


of bombed public houses. 
Members: 

G. A. Bryson, Captain A. J. 
Dyer, H. T. Edwards, F. B- Gillie, 
H. G. Griffiths, E. J. Hayward, 
Frank Hunt, F. H. Jones, L. 
L’Estrange Malone, L.c.c., Sir 
Miles Mitchell, Sir Sydney Nevile 
and Miss J. I. Wall. Secretary, 
H. B. Wilson, of the Home Office. 





BR EC KS 

Minister of Works and Plan- 
ning announced his decisions 
on the recommendations 
made in the second report of 
the committee, set up in 
September, 1941, to advise 
him on the steps to be taken 
for increased efficiency and 
economy in the manufacture 
of bricks. Summary of the 
decisions : 

1. Proposal for formation of a 
National Brick Advisory Council 
for the industry was accepted, 
with L. W. Farrow, a chartered 
accountant, as Chairman, 22 mem- 
bers and three technical advisers. 
Functions of the Council: (a) 
price fixing; (b) quotas; (c) 
operation of the Care and Main- 
tenance Scheme; (d) over- and 
under-sales scheme; (e) the best 
means of effecting correlation of 
production and demand; (f) co- 
operation with the Ministry and 
the appropriate research bodies 
on matters-affecting the production 
of bricks; (g) to perform such 
other functions as the Minister 
may specify from time to time, 
and to advise on all and any other 
questions concerning the brick 
industry, including transport, 
labour, fuel and other problems 
affecting output. 2. The principle 
cf Minimum Prices agreed. 3. 
Quota pian recommended by the 
Committee agreed in principle, 
subject to the review of the alloca- 
tion of trade at least every three 
months. Administration of the 
plan to be in the hands of MOWP. 
4. Recommendation of a scheme 
in the operation of which under- 
takings would pay into a fund for 
oversales, and draw out for under- 
sales, was approved, and it was 
proposed to arrange for issue of 
necessary Regulation. 5. Current 
national output of bricks to 
be reduced from time to time (not 
necessarily at regular intervals), in 
order to balance supply and 
demand, and to maintain stocks 
at a proper level. This reduction 
to be effected in part by closure of 


works. An Appeal Tribunal on 
closure decisions to be set up. 
This Tribunal to consist of repre- 
sentatives of M.L.N.S., M.F.P., 
M.W.T., and representatives of 
brick manufacturers. 

Constitution of Council.—Chair- 
man : Farrow, F.C.A. 
Members nominated by the in- 
dustry in area groups and Associ- 
ations are as follows: T. R. C. 
Hurll, of Messrs. P. & M. Hurll 
Limited and Gilbert Morrison, 
of Niddrie & Benhar Coal Co., 
Ltd. (Scottish brick manufacturers); 
J. Dobson, of Horden Collieries, 
Ltd. (northern brick manu- 
facturers); H. L. Hartley, of 
Hartleys (Castleford), Ltd., and 
E. C. Payne, of Sheffield Brick 
Co., Ltd. (North-Eastern manu- 
facturers) ; T. Harrison of Messrs. 
J. & A. Jackson Ltd., W. Heaton, 
of Ravenhead Brick Co., Ltd., and 
J. Fielding, of Fielding & Sons 
(Blackpool) Ltd. (North-Western 
manufacturers); E. Taylor, of 
East Midlands Brick Mfrs. Assoc. 
(East Midlands manufacturers) ; 
J. H. B. Dixon, of Messrs. H. M. 
Grant & Co., Ltd. and N. J. 
Wigley, Midland Federation of 
Brick & Tile Manufacturers (West 
Midland manufacturers); W. S. 
Courtis, of Phoenix Brick Co., 
Ltd. (South Wales & Monmouth- 
shire manufacturers) ; J. Chalker, 
of Fison Packard & Prentice Ltd. 
(Eastern manufacturers (non- 
fletton)) ; Colonel C. W. D. Rowe, 
of London Brick Co., Ltd., Sir 
Horace Boot, of Eastwoods 
Limited and S. A. Garner, of 
Marston Valley Brick Co., Ltd. 
(Eastern manufacturers, Pressed 
Brick Makers’ Association, 
Limited); E. ffinch Méitchell, 
Sussex & Dorking United Brick 
Co., Ltd. (Southern manu- 
facturers) ; E. Gwynne Vevers, of 
Cattybrook Brick Co., Ltd. (South- 
Western manufacturers); M. O. 
Gill, of London & Rochester 
Trading Co., Ltd. (Stock Brick 
manufacturers) ; R. E. Barringer, 
Manfield Standard Sand Co... Ltd, 
(Sand Lime Brick manufacturers). 
In addition, the Minister has 
invited L. H. Pearmaine, of the 
Transport and General Workers 
Union, and H. L. Bullock, of the 
Municipal and General Workers 
Union, to become members of the 
Council. The following will act as 
Technical Advisers: A. T. Green, 
Director of Research, British Re- 
fractories Research Association ; 
Dr. F. M. Lea, of Building Re- 
search Station, and Dr. J. G. King, 
of Fuel Research Station (both 
nominated by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research). 





BUILDING MATERIALS 
Owing to the need to con- 
serve lead supplies, M.O.S. 
stated it was essential to make 
every possible saving in 
use of lead for all purposes. 
The Control (Non-Ferrous 
Metals), therefore, found it 
necessary to impose drastic 
restrictions on the use of 
lead for building and plumb- 
ing purposes. Full details 
of the changes appeared in 
A.J. for August 13 (page 111). 


BUILDING INDUSTRY 
F.G.L.M.B. passed following 
resolution : 

That His Majesty’s Government 
instruct its appropriate Depart- 
ments to revise immediately its 
present system of allocation of 
contracts and labour with a 
view to using to the full the com- 
plete organization of the medium 
and smaller builders. 





ee a: ae 

With the help of members of 
the R.I.B.A., it is proposed 
on the suggestion of a member 
to form an ordnance map 
** pool ’’ or series of pools in 
appropriate centres through- 
out the country. 

It is proposed to form the London 
and Home Counties Pool im- 
mediately, and members who have 
25 in. or 6 in. maps of that area, 
whether or not they live or work 
in it, asked to send these maps to 


the Institute, addressed to the 
Librarian. 


Leader in A.J. (August 6) 
summarized the arguments 
that had been advanced by 
members of the R.I.B.A. in 
favour of an _ immediate 
Council election. 


Institute issued a first general 
statement of conclusions from 
the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee : 

The statement was divided up into 
four sections : 

Section I—Human Needs as a 
Foundation for Reconstruction : 
(a) Individual and Public Needs ; 
(b) Practical and Esthetic Needs. 

Section II.—Outline of a National 
Plan to meet these needs: (a) 
Positive Policy ; (6) Urgency of 
Planning; (c) Machinery for 
Planning: 1, Nature of a National 
Planning Authority. 2, Precedents 
for Public Development. 3 
Organization of Planning 
Authorities ; (d) Legislation ; (e) 
Organization of the Building In- 
dustry ; (f) Building Technique ; 
(g) Finance. 

Section III.—Filling in the National 
Plan (a) General Suggestions: 1, 
Location of Industry. 2, Pre- 
liminary Local Work. 3, De- 
centralization and New Towns. 
4, Relation of Housing to Town- 
Planning; (6) Housing: 1, Im- 
portance of Housing in Post-War 
Reconstruction. 2, Post-War 
Housing Need. 3, Planning the 
Post-War Housing Programme. 
4, Housing Agencies. 5, Research. 
6, Housing Standards. 

Section IV.—The Architects’ Con- 
tribution: (a) In the History of 
Town Planning; (6) In Modern 
Planning: 1, Architects and 
Planners. 2, Civic Planning: (c) 
In the Public Control of Building 
Design. 





PREFABRICATION 
C.C.A.’s exhibition of day 
nurseries had two objects: 
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1, to show how problems of 
siting, planning, finish and 
details, which are common to 
all hutted nurseries, have 
been overcome ; 2, to provide 
information on the types of 
prefabricated huts now avail- 
able for nurseries. 





MOWP issued details of a 
standard hut for rapid erec- 
tion, to speed the construc- 
tion of army camps, hostels 
for workers and so on. 

Hut can be adapted for use as a 
dormitory, a recreation room, a 
dining room or a canteen. Standard 
R.C. frame designed for mass 
production which will take any 
of the numerous types of covering 
—i.e., bricks, clay blocks, plaster- 
board, etc. 





KITCHEN PLANNING 
‘* The Hub of the House,’’ 
title of report by the A.P.R.R. 
on the kitchen. It had been 
submitted as evidence to the 
M.O.H. Central Housing 
Committee’s Sub-Committee 
on the Design of Dwellings. 





LONDON CHURCHES 
London Diocesan Reorgani- 
zation Committee appointed 
specially selected people to 
consider how best to tackle 
the replanning which will be 
necessary in the diocese as the 
result of the war. Following 
areas have been selected for 
this preliminary survey, and 
the ‘* advisers ’’ who will 
conduct the investigation are : 
1. (a) Stepney and Poplar : Bishop 


Mosley, W. F. Oakeshott; (5) 
Shoreditch and Hackney: Canon 
Adam Fox, A. K. Sabin. 

2. Stoke Newington, West 
Hackney, Islington, Finsbury 
Bishop Mosley, the Rev. E. St. G. 
Schomberg. 


3. St. Pancras: A. E. A. Napier, 
A. Campbell Allen. 
4. Westminster, 
Rev. E. St. 
Timmins. 

5. St. Marylebone, Paddington : the 
Dean of Westminster, Caroline 
Lady Bridgman. 


Holborn: the 
G. Schomberg, D. 





WAR DAMAGE 
The War Damage (Amend- 


ment) Act, 1942, received 
the Royal Assent. 
This Act makes very important 


changes in Part I of the principal 
Act of 1941, which relates toIm- 
moveable Property and to fixed 
machinery and plant. It also 
introduces some minor amend- 
ments of the ‘*‘ Commodity In- 
surance Scheme,’’ under the War 
Risks Insurance Act, 1939, and 
also of the Business Scheme under 
rhe II of the War Damage Act, 
941. 


EAHisitrio N 
A travelling _—_ exhibition, 
entitled *‘ Design Round the 
Clock,’’ devised by John 
Grey, held at the A.A. Chief 
feature of the exhibition was 
that the exhibits were dis- 
played on stands of a new 
kind, which allow all the 
material to be taken out and 
re-used in a different context. 





REGISTRATION 
OF ALIENS 
Miss Rathbone asked the 
Home Secretary in Parliament 
whether he was aware that 
the A.R.C. was refusing 
scholarships to all aliens as 
such, though admitting them 
to the register on payment 
of the same fees as British 
students. 

Mr. H. Morrison, in reply, said 
that the Act of 1931 provided that 
the A.R.C. should devote at least 
half the fees received for the 
provision of scholarships and 
maintenance grants in such manner 
and on such conditions as the 
council might determine, but there 
was no requirement to exclude 
aliens from these awards. He had 
no responsibility for the council’s 
decision in these matters, nor 
would he feel justified in seeking 
power to intervene. 





CAMPS 

Colonel McKeachie, General 
Purchasing Agent, U.S.A. 
Forces, and Lord Portal, con- 
gratulated 300 men of the 
building industry on the com- 
pletion in nine days of a rush 
building job, somewhere in 
England, for the American 
Army which was expected to 
take 42 days. 





WATERLOO BRIDGE 
Part of the new Waterloo 
Bridge opened to traffic. 

Work on the Bridge was started 
in October, 1937, from the designs 
of Rendel, Palmer and Tritton in 
collaboration with Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, R.A. Astragal divulged that 
the first person to discover that 
the old Waterloo Bridge was 
unsafe was Mr. G. J. Howling, 
then Editor of the Journal, and, at 
present, Editor of the Builder. 





H O N O-U R 
E. Vincent Harris, F.R.1.B.A., 
elected a Royal Academician. 





PUBLICATIONS 
Britain Rebuilt, by Eric S. de 
Maré. (Sidgwick & Jackson, 
2s. 6d. Town Planning and 
Road Traffic, by H. Alker 
Tripp. (Edward Arnold & 
Co., 10s.). 
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Standards Committee, plan- 
ned in 1941 as an essential 
part of the committee organi- 
zation of the D.P.W.B., was 
convened by MOWP. Con- 
stitution : 

Chairman : Sydney Tatchell, 
F.R.I.B.A. Secretary, F. R. S. Yorke, 
A.R.LB.A. Technical Officers: F. 
MacManus and C. R. Fowkes, 
A.A.R.1.B.A. Members: S. Pointon 
Taylor, F.R.1.B.A., R. H. Matthew, 
A.R.1.B.A.. Dr. F. M.- Lea, D.sc., 
Edwin Williams, M.A.,_ F.R.I.B.A., 
J. Nelson Meredith,  F.R.1.B.A., 
Reginald Browne, F.1.A.A., F.1.A.S., 
P. Good, M.LE.E., F.C.G.1, C. 
Roland Woods, M.B.£., LL.B., F. R. 
Hiorns, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., Robert 
Chalmers, 0.B.E.,  B.SC., 

Rogers, M.INST.GAS, E. A. Reynolds, 
M.A., T. Stevenson (Temporary), 
R. V. Chate, M.INST.C.E. (Deputy : 
W. Cyril Cocking), Sir Giles Scott, 
R.A., Ralph Freeman, M.INST.C.E., 
G. Grey Wornum, F.R.1.B.A., G. B. 
Sankey, J. Laing, Francis Lorne, 
F.R.1.B.A., John H. Markham, 
F.R.1.B.A., Guthlac Wilson, C. R. 
Fowler, M.B.E. So that due regard 
may be paid to local conditions 
in various parts of Great Britain, 
six corresponding members to 
be appointed to represent East 
Anglia, the Midlands, the West 
Country, Wales, the North East 
and the North West respectively ; 
Scotland already directly repre- 
sented on the committee. 





MOWP set up a Codes of 
Practice Committee com- 
posed of representatives of 
the principal technical in- 
stitutions, the building 
research departments’ of 
Government, the B.S.I. and 
B.I.N.C. These _ bodies 
reached complete agreement 
on the principles involved, 
and nominated the following 
permanent representatives ; 
R.LB.A.: Hubert M. Fairweather 
and E. Berry Webber. Institution 
of Civil Engineers: Lieut.-Col. 
C. M. Norrie, D.s.o., and H. J. F. 
Gourley. Institution of Electrical 
Engineers: J. R. Beard and 
P. V. Hunter, c.B.£. Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers: Col. S. J. 
Thompson, pD.s.o., and Dr. H. L. 
Guy, F.R.S. Institution of ae 
and County Engineers: E. 
Elford and J. H. Melville- halted 
Institution of Structural Engineers : 
P. J. Black and G. B. R. Pimm. 
Incorporated Association of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors: E. W. 
Mackenzie and J. E. Swindle- 
hurst. Building Industries National 


Council: R. Coppock, c.B.£., and 
Major V._ Lefebure. British 
Standards Institution: C. le 


Maistre, c.B.E., and P. Good, c.B.E. 
In addition, the M.H.S., M.O.W.P., 
and B.R.S. asked to appoint 
assessor members. 


Ministry appointed Regional 
Planning officers for the whole 


of England and Wales. Names 
and addresses : 

Chief Planning Inspector and Chief 
Regional Planning Officer: K. S. 
Dodd, M.cC., M.A., A.M.INST.C.E., 
M.T.P.I., Ministry of Works and 
Planning, Lambeth Bridge House, 
London, -S.E.1. (Telephone : 
Reliance 7611). 

Regional Planning Officers : 
Northern Region: R. B. Walker, 
F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.1., 19, Highbury, 
Jesmond, Newcastle - on - Tyne. 
(Telephone: Jesmond 2225). 
North Eastern Region: R. H. 
Mattocks, P.P.T.P.1., Temporary 
Address—7, Blenheim Terrace, 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 2. (Tele- 
phone: Leeds 22382). 

North Midland Region: R. A. 
Hudson, M.T.P.1., 44, Lucknow 
Avenue, Mapperley Park, Notting- 
ham. (Telephone: Nottingham 
66907). 

Eastern Region: E. FitzGibbon, 
B.A., B.A.L., Temporary address— 
c/o Ministry of Health, 12, Queen 
Anne Terrace, Cambridge. (Tele- 
phone : Cambridge 54461). 
Southern Region: A. Morris, 
M.INST.C.E., M.T.P.1., 61, Western 
Elms Avenue, Reading, Berks. 
(Telephone: Reading 60826). 
South-Western Region: H. W. J. 
Heck, M.I.M. & CY.E., M.T.P.1., 15, 
Elmdale Avenue, Clifton, Bristol. 
(Telephone : Bristol 34670). 

Wales : D. Jones, A.R.1.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., 17, Ninian Road, Cardiff. 
(Telephone: Cardiff 686). 
Midland Region: E. H. Double- 
day, P.A.S.I., A.M.T.P.L., 75, West- 
field Road, Edgbaston, Birming- 
ham. (Telephone: Edgbaston 
3624 and 3625). 

North-Western Region: M. J. 
Hellier, A.M.1.M. & CY.E., A.M.T.P.L., 
100, Palatine Road, West Didsbury, 


Manchester, 20. (Telephone : 
Didsbury 3937). 
South-Eastern Region: H. R. 


Wardill, F.s.1., M.T.P.1., 24, Calverley 


Park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
(Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 
3237). 





Mr. Justice Uthwatt. 





UTHWATT REPORT 
Publication of the Report of 
the Expert Committee on 
Compensation and _ Better- 
ment (H.M.S.O., 2s. 6d.). 
This body, popularly called 
the Uthwatt Committee, was 
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Municipal Offices, Friern Barnet. 


without columns or other adventitious emphasis. 


Architects : 
A. E. Henson. One of those lucky buildings on a-narrow curved site 
facing an open space which makes an effective, dominating mass 


Sir John Brown and 


Indeed, in this 


case the tall fléche, as if from a Georgian stable, might have been 


omitted with some gain to the whole. 
the 


building relying, apart from 


Externally this is a neo-Georgian 
interest 


of its mass, on the 


contrast of long first floor windows bound together with a continuous 
balcony and a tight range of small ones below, and an open range of 
small ones above, instead of on the contrast of white window bars to 


brickwork. 


Indeed,‘ it is the proportions of this building with no 


architectural pretence, apart from the fléche already mentioned, which 
makes it effective externally and that external expression is the natural 
reflection of a simple internal plan—a long central corridor with rooms 


on either side and a council chamber as a back addition. 


set up in January, 1941, to 
advise on (a) steps to be 
taken now or before the end 
of the war to prevent the 
work of reconstruction being 
prejudiced ; (b) alterations 
of the existing law which 
might be necessary to facili- 
tate stabilization of land 
values and the acquisition of 
land for public use on an 
equitable basis. The first 
part of this undertaking was 
dealt with in an interim report 
published in July, 1941. 





RECONSTRUCTION 
George Hicks, in House of 
Commons, was asked about 
the proposals for the post- 
war revision of the lay-out of 
London. 

He said he understood that these 
authorities had provisional plans 
for redevelopment in an advanced 
stage of preparation, but he 
could not say when they would be 
completed. The question when 
and by whom such provisional 
plans might be inspected was for 
the authorities themselves to deter- 
mine. 





SPEECHES 

In the series of meetings 
to discuss the question of 
civil engineering and the 
building industry, held at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, 


(Page 66). 
George Hicks, principal 
speaker, said : 
Those who build should realize 


their responsibility to the public, 
and they should co-operate in every 
way with good town planning. 
In the first place, they should 
demand harmonious architectural 
design and good standards of 
workmanship ;_ in short, they 
should avoid ‘* stunts.’’ Secondly, 
they should decide, with the help 
of the architect, what they really 
want before the plans are finally 
drawn, and should stick to it; 
they should not chop and change 
in the middle of the contract. 





BUILDING CENTRE 
Building Centre moved to 
23, Maddox Street, W.1, the 
old R.I.B.A. building. Tel. : 
Mayfair 2128. 





NATIONAL BUILDINGS 
RECORD 

Announced that the National 
Buildings Record Scheme for 
reproducing measured draw- 
ings had made an excellent 
start. Since the first 
announcement in June, more 
than 250 sheets had been 
copied. 





R. I. B. A. 

** R.IL.B.A. Election — the 
Next Step ? ’’ title of Leader 
in A.J. for September 17. A 
method of testing the opinion 


of the profession as a whole 
was suggested. 





PREFABRICATION 
A film, brought back from 
America by G. A. Jellicoe, 
of a prefabricated housing 
scheme in California, was 
shown at the R.I.B.A. Film 
dealt with a_ prefabricated 
housing scheme in California, 
carried out on the Homo- 
sote system. 





A. RB. P: 

Six of London’s eight new 
deep tunnel air-raid shelters 
opened. 

Four are sited to the north of the 
River, and four south, and all are 
constructed below tube stations. 
Each has accommodation for 
8,000 persons. Construction of the 
shelters undertaken by the L.P.T.B. 
as agents of the M.O.S., and the 
work was directed, in collaboration 
with the Chief Engineer of the 
Ministry by two firms of consulting 
engineers. 





PLANNING 

A.P.R.R. announced that the 
School of Planning had now 
been reborn as a company 
limited by guarantee (non- 
profit making). It was hoped 
that funds would be forth- 
coming to restart the School 
at least on a correspondence 
basis. 





ON THE AIR 
Charles Holden and Edward 
Maufe took part in a trans- 





atlantic broadcast with 
Richard Wessell. 
HOUSING 
Minister of Health, Mr. 


Ernest Brown, received repre- 
sentations from a deputation 
from the Sheffield City 
Council regarding prepara- 
tory action under war con- 
ditions for the resumption of 
the Council’s housing pro- 
gramme. Arrangements were 
discussed to expedite the 


examination of the proposals 


so that there would be no 
avoidable delay when it be- 
came possible to restart house 
building. 





APPOINTMENTS 
J. T. Castle appointed City 
Architect, Bradford, in suc- 
cession to H. Conolly, the 
new Deputy County Archi- 
tect of Essex. 


W. J. Reed appointed head 
of the Co-operative Whole- 
sale Society’s architects’ de- 
partment in succession to 


L. G. Ekins, who retired 
after 45 years’ service. 
Miss Marjorie Morrison 


appointed Secretary of the 
D.I.A. for the war period. 


Lord Sempill re-elected 
President. 
C. S. Agnew _ appointed 


Deputy Director of Works 
and Chief Architect of the 
Works Division of the 
Northern Ireland Ministry of 
Finance. 





HONOURS 

A. R. Cobb elected Associate 
of the Royal Canadian 
Academy. 





OBITUARY 

Dr. Ralph Adams Cram, 
the famous American archi- 
tect and authority on Gothic 
architecture. Age 78. 





PUBLICATIONS 
Notes on the Repair of Bombed 
Houses. Wartime Building 
Bulletin, No. 21. (H.M.S.O., 
ls.) Timber Economy, No. 3. 
Issued by MOWP. Contains 
detail drawings showing 
timber saving forms of con- 
struction for racks, shelving, 
bins, cupboards for various 
types of buildings. (H.M.S.O. 
ls.). M.O.H. Bulletin C.10. 
Translucent Substitutes for 
Glass (supersedes Bulletin 
B.10). Bulletin C.24. Pro- 
tective Walls in Single-Storey 
Factories : Method of 
Heightening and Strengthening 
Existing Walls. 





H. Alker Tripp. 


Town Planning & Road Traffic, 
by H. Alker Tripp, c.B.£. 
(Edward Arnold & Co., 10s.), 
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THE PERFECT FINISH 


Down the last steep slope, over the virgin snow, 
almost abreast with only two hundred yards to 
go—what a finish! 


There is another perfect finish —Cerrux, that is 
appreciated wherever it is used. To-day, 
naturally, it is somewhat restricted for non- 
essential purposes but we shall be happy to 


supply you, if we are permitted todoso. CELLON, 
Ltd. Kingston-on-Thames. Telephone: Kingston 1234. 


ERRUX 

















DECORATIVE FINISHES 


« 194982 
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PATENT WELDED TUBULAR CONSTRUCTION 
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Fig. 22. Composite tubular roof truss used in 
conjunction with brick construction. 
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Fig. 23. Elevational detail. 
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INSET CIRCLE SHOWS SIMPLE. 
DIRECTIONAL JOINT WHICH IS 


ONLY COMMON TO TUBE SECTION 


Triangular girder detail, a form of directional 
jointing only possible with the tubular section. 


‘these Folders should be addressed 


Data Sheet No. 1] 





IN CONJUNCTION WITH} 
BRICK CONSTRUCTION 


ae 





This sheet demonstrates a satisfactory | 
method of employing standard tubular 
roof principles in conjunction with brick 
construction, the tubular principles being | 
placed at 22 ft. centres. : 


The tubular design and assembly | 
only differs in minor details from the 7 
examples shewn in previous data sheets. | 
The purlins are of the same fabricated | 
beam construction but, instead of being © 
used as single members, they are framed 
into triangular girders, the upper chord 
being three members at 4 ft. 6 in. centres 
(Fig. 24). 
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At first glance Fig. 24 would appear to 4 
indicate intricacy of design and fabrica- } 
tion, but the inset detail shews its real | 
simplicity — this simple form of} 
directional jointing can only be used J 
with tubular steel members, the circular 
section allowing braces and diagonals 
to be used in any direction. 


A structure of this type 80 ft. in length [ 
and with a roof span of 65 ft., has al 
total steel tonnage of 7.0, and cost | 
details of roof construction and assembly © 
(inclusive of delivery, erection and 
asbestos-cement covering) are available. | 


NOTE—tThese data sheets are 
appearing weekly in THE 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL—they are 
now available in complete 
Folder form and application for 


to Scaffolding [Great Britain] 
Limited, 77, Easton Street, High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 
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OCTOBER 


M OW P 

Lorne, Assistant 
Director (Standards) of the 
D.P.W.B. resigned owing to 
He was succeeded 
by G. Grey Wornum. 


MOWP set up offices in 
Glasgow and Liverpool, at 
which enquiries may be made, 
and information obtained, 
regarding the granting of 
civil licences for building. 
Addresses : No. 16, Gordon Street, 
Glasgow, C.1, and 81, Dale Street, 
Liverpool. All written com- 
munications to: Regional Licens- 
ing .Officer, 80, Princess Street, 
Manchester. 


Supplement to the Standard 
Schedule of Prices (H.M.S.O., 
price 4d.), contained a more 
complete schedule for pre- 
fabricated hutments and 
schedules for special light- 
weight steel tubing for water 
services, camouflage painting 
and asbestos cement pressure 
pipes for water mains. 


Six Regional Contractors 
Plant advisers appointed by 
MOWP-—{a) to advise on 
general problems relating to 
care and maintenance; (bd) 
to assist in obtaining plant 
when this is required on 
important works ; and (c) to 
see that all existing plant is 
fully employed. if necessary 
by the exercise of compulsory 
powers. 





NEW COMMITTEE 
Joint committee was formed 
by the R.I.B.A. and the 
Central Institute of Art and 
Design to consider the setting 
up of a register of craftsmen 
engaged in the crafts related 
to architecture. 

Members: R.I.B.A.: H. M. 
Fletcher, H. B. Creswell, Basil 
Oliver, F.s.a., and S. J. B. Stanton. 
C..A.D. Arts and Crafts Repre- 
sentatives: Stonework: Denis 
Tegetmeier or Allan Durst. Wood- 
work: Harry Norris or Edward 
Barnsley. Metalwork: Archibald 
Carne. Tiles: Bernard Leach. 
General: Cosmo Clark. Chair- 
man: Charles Tennyson, C.M.G., 
Secretary : T. A. Fennemore. 





BUILDING TRADE 
Statement made by George 
Hicks to the F.G.L.M.B., 
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School at Scalby, Yorkshire. Architect: F. X. Velarde. The plan is a fine open one in three main blocks, 


but all connected by wide loggias. 


Chronicle ’’ scheme in this ? 


that the Government were 
adopting a policy of spread- 
ing the available building 
work among as many suitable 
firms as possible. 

Policy included such measures as 
extending the lists of contractors 
invited by Government Depart- 
ments to tender for work ; requir- 
ing contractors to put work out to 
sub-contract ; preventing the over- 
loading of individual firms; and 
using the Works and Buildings 
Emergency Organizations in draw- 
ing up tender lists for contracts 
under £25,000. 


N.F.B.T.E. unanimously de- 
cided not to accept the new 
Standard form of Govern- 
ment contract, pending nego- 
tiations with the various 
Government departments con- 
cerned. F.C.E.C. made a 
similar decision. 


Warning to building industry 
that it would have to face 
greater reductions in its ranks 
contained in a letter from 
Hugh Beaver, __ Director- 
General, MOWP, to W. E. 
Rice, President, L.M.B.A. 
and that Lord Portal was 
considering the matter. 





RECONSTRUCTION 
In the House of Lords Lord 


Reith introduced a motion 
calling attention to _ the 
machinery of __ planning 


advocated in the Reports of 
the Uthwatt and Scott Com- 


mittees ; he asked the 
Government whether they 
proposed immediately to 


adopt some such essential 


I hope so. 





Do I see the influence of Denis Clarke Hall’s winning ‘** News- 
(Page 66). 





The R.A. Plan for London. Architects: R. A. Town Planning 
Committee under Chairmanship of Sir Edwin Lutyens. A general 
glance at the plan showing the redevelopment of the whole Central 
Area gives no impression of coherence. 


Utility Furniture was 
exhibited this month at 
the Building Centre. 
The photo shows a bed- 
room suite. 
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first step in preparation for 
post-war re-construction. 

My submission is that the 
machinery for national planning 
should be settled now, and that 
it is quite impossible to wait 
until all the points in the two 
Reports have been studied and 
analysed, and decisions taken on 
them. 





EDUCATION ; 
A scheme came into operation 
in Liverpool whereby Polish 
architectural ‘undergraduates 
whose studies had _ been 
halted by the German occu- 
pation, resumed their studies. 
Following an agreement, sponsored 
by the British Council, between the 
Polish Government and the Uni- 
versity of Liverpool, facilities were 
provided for about 60 Polish 
students, who had already em- 
barked on their professional studies 
in Polarid, to complete their courses 
in the Liverpool School of Archi- 
tecture. 





HOQOwUsiiIN G 
In the course of a discussion 
on Manchester’s Housing 
needs with a Deputation from 
the City Corporation, the 


Minister of Health said that 
all local authorities should 
follow the example of Man- 
chester and Sheffield and 
begin now to prepare at 
least one year’s programme. 





Sir Charles Bressey 





Sir -Edwin Lutyens 


1943 


R.A. PLAN FOR LONDON 
Exhibition, at Burlington 
House, of a scheme for the 
replanning of London, pre- 
pared by the Town Planning 
Committee of the Academy 
(A.J., October 22). Also 
publication of C. T. Aslan’s 
scheme for replanning of 
London (A.J., October 9). 





As a Fs 

Two-thirds of the members 
voted for the name of 
the A.A.S.T.A. to be changed 
to the Association of 
Building Technicians. The 
Council decided to incorpor- 
ate the change in the proposed 
new rules to be put before the 
annual general meeting to be 
held in London in November. 





Re TBs &. 
First and second of a series 
of lectures on Scientific Build- 
ing, organized by the R.I.B.A. 
Architectural Science Board, 
held at the Institute. 





Bx BiB itt oO N 
The Englishman Builds Exhi- 
bition, designed by Ralph 
Tubbs, held at the National 
Gallery. 





WAR DAMAGE 
Statement by War Damage 
Commission on sale of war- 
damaged buildings : 

If a property is so_ seriously 
damaged as to be a total loss within 
the meaning of the War Damage 
Act, a value payment is made to 
the persons who hold proprietary 
interests in it at the time of the 
damage. If, on the other hand, the 
property is. not so_ seriously 
damaged as to be a total loss the 
usual payment is a cost of works 
payment. This is made to the 
person who actually incurs the 
cost of repair. This person would 
normally be the purchaser if the 
sale is effected before the damage 
is made good. 





APPOINTMENT 


Minister of Agriculture 
appointed Dr. L. Dudley 
Stamp to advise him 


on the agricultural aspects of 
town and country planning 
schemes. 





O BITUAR Y 
On Active Service: R. Broad, 
A.R.1.B.A. (F./O., R.A.F.V.R.), 
H. Goolden, A.R.1.B.A. (F./Lt., 
R.A.F.),.H. Bennett, A.R.1.B.A. 
(S./Sgt., R.E.). 


NOVEM BER 


MOWP 

The principles which MOWP 
agreed with the building in- 
dustry for the use of groups 
of contractors for Govern- 
ment contracts announced 
by MOWP. The principles 
dealt with contracts estimated 
to cost over £25,000, £25,000 
or less, and special conditions 
governing Scottish  con- 
tractors. Full conditions 
published in A.J. for Novem- 
ber 26. 


In view of heavy demands for 
the current building pro- 
gramme, MOWP decided to 
control roofing materials. 
The order applied to: Asbestos 
cement products; roofing felts 
(all types) ; damp course felts (all 
types); plasterboard; natural 
slates for roofing and damp 
courses. 


MOWP drew attention to the 
fact that when any change 
occurs in the particulars of a 
registered firm notification 
should be given to the Chief 
Registrar (B. & C.E.), Sanc- 
tuary Buildings, 18, Great 
Smith Street, S.W.1. Certifi- 
cate of registration should 
be returned at the same time 
for amendment. 





NEW COMMITTEES 
Lord Portal appointed an 
Advisory Council represent- 
ing the employer, operative 
and professional sides of the 
building and civil engineering 
industries, for the examina- 
tion and mutual considera- 
tion of problems and policies 
affecting the present and 
future position of these in- 
dustries in relation to the 
demands of the country’s 
building and civil engineering 
requirements. Members of 
the Council, nominated by 
their respective bodies : 

T. Howarth, o.B.£., Sir Jonah 
Walker-Smith, m.P., and G. H. 
Parker, c.B.E. (N.F.B.T.E.) ; A. G. 
Hutton (Scottish National Building 
Trades Federation [Employers)]) ; 
Henry T. Holloway, J. Crowley 
and N. H. LeMare (F.C.E.C.); 
J. W. Stephenson, J5.P., Bruce 
Sandercock, Luke Fawcett and R. 
Coppock, c.B.E. (N.F.B.T.O.) ; 
Tom Pugh and H. Bullock (Civil 
Engineering Concilid¢tion Board) ; 
W. H. Ansell, M.c., P.R.1.B.A., and 
Hubert Worthington, ° 0.B.£., 
F.R.I.B.A. (R.I.B.A.) ; Sir Peirson 
Frank, M.INST.C.E., F.S.I., and W. T. 
Halcrow, M.INST.C.E. (I.C.E.) ; Alan 
W. Davson, F.S.1., and Alexander 
H. Purdie, F.s.1. (C.S.I.). G. H. 
Parker, C.B.E., elected chairman, 
and J. W. Stephenson, J.P., vice- 
chairman. 





A committee set up by the 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries *‘ to consider and 
make recommendations re- 
garding the lay-out, design 
and construction of Farm 
Buildings after the war ”’ : 

Mr. T. W. Haward (Chairman), | 
Professor L. P. Abercrombie, m.a.. | 
F.R.1.B.A., William Alexander. | 
Stanley Chivers, 3.P., Major A. 
Douglas, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Pro- | 
fessor F. L. Engledow, C.M.G., 

M.A., B.SC., George Gee, Edwin 
Gunn, A.R.1.B.A., Edward Holland- 
Martin, W. Holmes, c.B.E., R. W. 
Trumper and James Turner, B.sc, 








BUILDING TRADE| 
Ernest Bevin announced that,/ 
having regard to the numbers! 
of men required by the 
Armed Forces in the months 
of November and December, 
the Government had decided, 
after careful consideration,| 
that amongst the measures’ 
to be taken to meet those 
demands must be the call-up 
of the building workers, whose 
calling up was deferred inj 
July for the purposes of the 


extended Building Pro- 
gramme. | 
Minister of Labour and 
National Service made an 


Order — the Building and 
Engineering Construction 
(Young Persons) Order, 1942 
—to restrict the hours of 
employment of young persons 
in various building and civil 
engineering trades. 





Following resolution passed | 
by F.G.L.M.B. : 

That this meeting, ee 
1,700 members, confirms its deter- | 
mination to assist H.M. Govern- | 
ment to bring the war to a success | 
ful conclusion, but views with} 
alarm the lack of method shown} 
by the Ministry of Labour and/ 
National Service in regard to the} 
transfer of building operatives. 
It strongly deprecates the lack of | 
courtesy shown to the Federation’s 
request to the Ministry of Labour 
for a deputation to be received 
in this connection. It urgently 
claims that this Federation should 
be consulted as to the method of 
selection and transfer, and that 
local panels should be set up to 
advise the national service. 


Statement by Deputation 
from Liverpool Council to 
Minister of Health that owing 
to the shortage of labour for 
works of repair and to the 
cessation of house building, 
the housing conditions of 
Liverpool had seriously de- 
teriorated. 
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ELECTRICAL SUPPLY 


Electric current is the life-blood of modern 
industry. Wherever it is generated and 


wherever it is applied, the uninterrupted 
continuance of service depends on the use 
of transmission and distribution systems 
which can be thoroughly relied upon. 


Specify always 
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The World’s Standard of Quality 
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A very tentative estimate of the 
City’s post-war need was 30,000 
houses. They considered that as 
soon as labour and materials 
could be made available, war- 
damaged houses should be fully 
restored and the 2,000 new houses 
on which work was suspended in 
1939 should be completed. The 
Council were ready to let at short 
notice contracts for 7,000 houses 
on sites for the development of 
which plans had been prepared. 





EXHIBITION 
Announced that ‘* Rebuilding 
Britain °’ is the title of the 
exhibition organized by the 
R.1.B.A. Reconstruction 
Committee and the building 
industry, which is to open 
at the National Gallery at 
the beginning of February, 
before going on tour in the 
provinces and possibly among 
the Home Forces. The 
R.I.B.A. states : 

Aim of the Exhibition is to show 
the public general principles for 
reconstruction. It will emphasize 
our important needs for work, 
homes, health, education and 
recreation, and suggest an approach 
to planning by means of which 
these needs can be satisfied. It 
will suggest that only through a 
national approach to planning, 
which includes industrial location 
and a proper use of the land, can 
rebuilding be properly carried out. 
It will not show detailed proposals 
for rebuilding particular areas, but 
will show general examples of the 
type of development to which the 
method of approach can lead. 





UTILITY FURNITURE 
Exhibition, at the Building 
Centre, of articles of domestic 
furniture covered by utility 
designs and specifications. 
On and after November 1, 1942, 
the manufacture of domestic furni- 
ture prohibited, except for the 
production of these utility articles 
by selected firms, licensed by 
the B.O.T. for this purpose. Firms 
allowed until December 31, 1942, 
to complete the manufacture of 
pre-utility furniture which was in 
process on November 1. Following 
designers assisted the Committee 
in its work: L. J. Barnes 
(N.R.D.), Edwin L. Clinch 
(N.R.D.), Walter J. Cornell 
(N.R.D.), H. J. Cutler (N.R.D.), 
John Grey, F.R.I.B.A. (N.R.D.), 
Kenneth Holmes, J. C. Macneill 
(N.R.D.), Brian O’Rorke, M.A., 
F.R.LB.A. (N.R.D.), Victor Ruben 
(N.R.D.), Grey Wornum, F. R.1.B.A. 
(N.R.D.), 





QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 
Statement by the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee of the 
C.S.I. on the present position 
and future prospects of the 
quantity surveying profession. 
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TAL UNIT 





Work Progresses on the Forthcoming R.I.B.A. Exhibition, ‘‘ Rebuilding Britain,’’ to 
be held early in 1943. The R.I.B.A. Reconstruction Committee is organizing this. 
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War Office Camps for the American Army in this country were approaching 
completion this month. Records in speed of erection were broken by full use of mechanical 
road makers, trench excavators, a battery of concrete mixers and efficient organization. 
The Iris tubular steel form of construction was used for storage huts and workshops. 


Experimental School. 
Architect : C. G. Stillman, 
County Architect of West 
Sussex, who wrote an im- 
portant article this month 
on school building. This 
example is of light-steel 
standard unit construction, 
allowing flexible planning. 
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University Laboratory, housing the Departments of Zoology and 
Psychology of a university in the south of England. Architect: Verner 
O. Rees. The north side of the building with its two tiers of continuous 
windows to a horizontal block of buildings, contrasted with a plainer 


vertical block, makes a very pleasing composition. 


pare © 
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Pe woke 





(Page 68). 


Joint L.P.T.B. and L.N.E.R. Railway and Bus Station in Essex. Archi- 
tects: Messrs. Easton and Robertson. This building has grand concrete 
cantilevered roofs to the platform, springing from a central row of piers 
and a barrel vaulted entrance hall enclosed in a rectangle of brickwork 
with a great semi-circular window, which it is suggested are a delicate 
double-barrelled compliment both to the Underground stations of 
Charles Holden and to the old King’s Cross with its great arches and 


semi-circular roofs. 


Anyhow, it is a pleasant result above ground in the 


station and its hall, and a stirring one under the ferro-concrete roof 


on the platforms. 


What wonderful shapes and powers this grand 


material is going to put into the hands of those who are fortunate 


enough to live another ten years these platforms are a hint. 


Report adopted by the 
Council of the Institution : 

The policy of the exercise of official 
control in the past has led some to 
believe that there will be a definite 
tendency towards the further regi- 
mentation of the industry in the 
post-war period, especially having 
regard to the great volume of 
work then to be undertaken. We 
do not find that the opinion is held 
in responsible quarters that this 
policy of control is likely to lead 


(Page 68). 


to the nationalization of the 
industry. In the evidence sub- 
mitted to us the view was generally 
expressed that such a course would 
be unwise judged from the stand- 
point of the highest national 
interest. Such control of the 
industry as may be considered 
desirable in the national interest, 
however, should be exercised by 
the Government after full con- 
sultation with the industry itself 
if the best results are to be obtained. 


RECONSTRUCTION 
Birmingham City Council 
considered a_ preliminary 
scheme for post-war recon- 
struction costing £96,230,000 
and employing 32,827 work- 
men, 





Sir William & Lady Beveridge. 


Sir William ‘“‘ Freedom - from- 
Idleness - is - more - impor- 
tant - than - Freedom - from - 
Want’’ Beveridge issued his 
report on Social Insurance. 





WAR DAMAGE 
War Damage Commission 
announced that a notification 
of war damage to land or 
buildings (Form C.1) could 
not be accepted after the 
prescribed period of 30 days 
from the date of the damage 
unless it was accompanied 
by an explanation satisfactory 
to the Commission of the 
failure of the claimant to 
notify the damage within that 
time. 





ms es PrP LA WN 
Court of Common Council 
expressed disagreement with 
the plan of the R.A. Com- 
mittee for the rebuilding of 
London so far as the City is 
concerned, and adopted a 
reasoned criticism prepared 
by the City Engineer. The 
Engineer’s report was sub- 
mitted to MOWP. 





COM PETITION 
Moscow Section of the Com- 
mittee of Arts attached to the 
Soviet Union of Architects, in 
collaboration with the Com- 
mittee of Arts attached to the 
Council of Peoples Com- 
missars of the U-.S.S.R. 
announced a competition for 
designs for monuments to 
their heroic comrades who 
had fallen in Russia. 





AIR RAID DAMAGE 
Minister of Health announced 
that more than one out of 
every five houses in _ this 
country had been damaged by 
bombs. He gave following 
figures : 

Damaged, 2,750,000. Repaired and 
Occupied, 2,500,000. Pulled Down, 
Left or still Unoccupiable, 250,000. 
Of the 250,000 under the last 
heading 100,000 had received first- 
aid repairs, but for various reasons 
were not occupiable at the present 
time. 

Against this loss we had brought 
into use 135,000 new houses which 
were in course of construction 
at the outbreak of war. 





AERODROME 
CONSTRUCTION 
The nineteenth report from 
the Select Committee on 
National Expenditure, de- 
voted to aerodrome construc- 
tion. Summary of the Com- 
mittee’s recommendations : 
(1) The Air Ministry should con- 
sider more carefully the time that 
it will take to complete each con- 
tract, having regard to the various 
factors which are likely to cause 
delay to the work. 

(2) The Ministry should consider 
the advisability of inviting con- 
tractors to tender on a wider basis. 
(3) Before any future work is 
undertaken by the Ministry, time 
and progress schedules should be 
prepared by the contractor and 
lodged with the Ministry. 

(4) More attention should be given 
to the importance of avoiding, 
once construction has begun, any 
alteration in plans which is not 
absolutely necessary. 

(5) The date for the completion 
of a contract should be agreed 
upon by the Air Ministry and the 
contractor in consultation ; 
penalties for failure to complete 
works within the contract time 
should be strictly enforced ; and a 
bonus should be paid for early 
completion. 

(6) The Ministry should ensure 
that plans for new aerodromes are 
completed and finished at an earlier 
stage than in the past. 

(7) Workmen should be en- 
couraged to live on aerodrome 
sites, by making the camps more 
attractive and comfortable. 

(8) Steps should be taken to 
ensure that disciplinary action 
against workmen for misconduct or 
absenteeism be taken as speedily 
as possible. 

(9) Men’ with the 
technical knowledge should be 
stationed at ports and goods 
Stations to avoid losses and delays 
in the :transport of machinery to 
aerodromes. 

(10) Arrangements for liaison 
between the department of the 
Ministry in charge of plans and 
the department responsible for 
the supply of equipment should be 
improved. 

(11) The Ministry should adopt 
a system of priority for completing 
aerodromes. 

(12) The remuneration of resident 
engineers should receive the atten- 
tion of the Ministry. 

(13) Consideration should be given 


necessary 
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WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN STEEL CON- 
STRUCTIONAL WORK. NO JOB IS TOO 
BIG—NONE TOO SMALL. 

OUR REPUTATION IS FAMOUS FOR ACCURACY AND. RELIABILITY. THE 
VAST FUND OF DATA AND EXPERIENCE AND THE SERVICES OF OUR EXPERT 


TECHNICAL STAFFS IN LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, COVENTRY AND DARLASTON 
ARE ALWAYS AT YOUR DISPOSAL. 





BIRMINGHAM™ 
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Overwhelming evidence of the resistance to fire and the great structural strength of 
reinforced concrete has been provided during five years of aerial attack on cities. 
Whilst it may not be necessary to design against aerial attack 'in the future, it is 
only common sense to select for war-time and post-war construction the material 
which has been conclusively proved to possess the greatest structural advantages. 








REINFORCED CONCRETE 
AND RESIDENTIAL FLATS 


Blocks of flats con- 

structed in reinforced 
concrete have provided a 
high degree of resistance 
to enemy bombing. One 
large block in London 
received no fewer than 
fourteen hits by high 
explosive bombs without 
causing permanent injury 


to the structure, an ad- 
vantage provided by no 


other form of construction. 
When we build again in the 
post-war years, reinforced 
concrete will be specified 
for blocks of residential 


flats as the medium 





giving the greatest scope 
to the architect for 
airy, modern, sound-proof 
buildings requiring a 


A nine-storey block of flats constructed in minimum of maintenance. 


reinforced concrete at Memphis, U.S.A. All 
the flats have an outlook on two sides. 


THE REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION 
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Telephone: Whitehall 9936. 
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to the Air Ministry undertaking all 
aerodrome construction for the 
Government. 

(14) Land otherwise unused should 
be cultivated at all Royal Air Force 
stations. 





C A M P §& 
Publication (A.J. for Novem- 
ber 19) of progress photo- 
graphs of a military camp, 
described by the War Office 
as the largest single project 
of its kind in the country. 





ON THAEeE ATR 
B.B.C. broadcast the story 
of how a firm of builders 
completed a military camp 
in two months under the 
scheduled time. 





Re. Ta Bs 

Name of the Association of 
Architects, Surveyors and 
Technical Assistants officially 
changed to Association of 


Building Technicians. D. E. 
Percival, A.R.I.B.A., elected 
President for the ensuing 
year. 





UTHWATT REPORT 
Committee appointed by the 
L.M.B.A. to consider the 


probable effects of the 
Uthwatt Report, | when 
adopted, of building in the 
London area. 





APPOINTMENTS 
Sir Edwin Lutyens, P.R.A., and 
Professor Patrick Aber- 
crombie appointed advisers 
to the Hull Corporation on 
schemes for rebuilding and 
replanning damaged areas. 





Oo Bit va 82 F¥ 
On Active Service: J. R. 
Jones, A.R.L.B.A. (2nd/Lt., 
R.E.). 





PUBLICATIONS 
Drainage and Sanitation, by 
E. H. Blake. (B. T. Batsford, 
15s.). Industry and Rural Life, 
by H. Bryant Newbold. 
(Faber & Faber, 8s. 6d.). 
Aberdeen, by Fenton Wyness. 
(W. & W. Lindsay, 2s. 6d.). 
The Romantics, by Geoffrey 
Grigson. (George Routledge 
& Co., 10s. 6d.). Recording 
Ruin, by A. S. G. Butler. 
(Constable & Co., 7s. 6d.). 
Sir Edwin Lutyens, by Robert 
Lutyens. (Country Life, 
8s. 6d.). 


DSC EM B aR 


NEW MINISTRY 
Announced at beginning of 
month that the Government 
had decided to constitute a 
separate Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning in 
England and Wales under a 
separate Minister. The 
announcement was made 
in the House of Lords by 
Lord Portal and, in the 
Commons, by Sir William 
Jowitt. 


Government appointments 
(made on December 31), in- 
cluded : 

Minister Designate for Town 
and Country Planning: W. 
S. Morrison,* M.P., aged 49 
(new appointment). £5,000 
a year. 

Minister Without Portfolio : 
Sir William Jowitt, K.c., M.P., 
aged 57 (not previously filled). 
£5,000 a year. 
Under-Secretary 


Designate 
Ministry of 


Town and 


Country Planning: H. 
Strauss, M.P., aged 50 (new 
appointment). £1,500 a year. 
Parliamentary Secretary, 
MOS, E. Duncan Sandys. 


Government statement con- 
tinued : 

Sir William Jowitt, on appointment 
as Minister without Portfolio, will 
continue his existing duties in 
regard to post-war reconstruction 
problems and will have access to 
the War Cabinet for the purposes 
of this work. This appointment 
and the appointment of Lord 
Cherwell, F.R.s., to succeed Sir 
William Jowitt as Paymaster- 
General will take effect forthwith. 
The remaining appointments will 
not take effect until the legislation 
setting up the new Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning, 
which will be introduced shortly, 
has received the Royal Assent. 
The Ministers concerned will con- 
tinue, in the meantime, to hold 
their existing offices. 

* He has been Postmaster-General since 
1940. He was called to the Bar, Inner 
Temple, in 1923, was Private Secretary to 
the Solicitor-General during the years 


1922 to 1923 and from 1924 to 1927, and 
to the Attorney-General from 1927 to 
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1929, and from 1931 to 1935. From 1935 
to 1936 he was Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, and during the same period was 
Recorder of Walsall. He was Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries from 1936 to 
1939 when he became Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster and Minister of Food, 
holding these positions until he was 
appointed Postmaster-General. During the 
last war he served in the R.F.A. in France, 
1914 to 1918, won the M.C. and was thrice 
mentioned in despatches, resigning his 
commission in 1919 with the rank of 
captain. He was educated at George 
Watson's College, Edinburgh, and Edin- 
burgh University. 





FINE ARTS COMMISSION 
Reorganization of the Royal 
Fine Arts Commission. In- 
tended that the Commission 
shall co-operate with the new 
Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning in preserv- 
ing the beauties and amenities 
of town and countryside. It 
will be consulted when any 
questions of architectural 
taste arise and on _ other 
matters. 

Chairman, Earl of Crawford, who 
succeeds his father. New members 
are: Mr. R. Freeman, Mr. W. G. 
Holford, Mr. A. E. Richardson, 
Mr. J. H. Worthington and Mr. 
G. F. Webb. Former members 
who will continue to serve are 
Prof. L. P. Abercrombie, Mr. C. 
Holden, Viscount Lee of Fareham, 
Sir E. Lutyens and Mr. R. C. 
Norman. 





BUILDING TRADE 
Workers in the building and 
civil engineering industries 
benefited by a new non- 
contributory scheme to pro- 
vide a week’s annual holiday 
with pay. An agreed national 
scheme was adopted and 
embodied in an agreement 
signed between the Em- 
ployers’ and Operatives’ 
organizations represented on 
the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry 
and the Civil Engineering 
Construction Conciliation 


Board. Scheme applied to all. 


operatives covered by these 
two Wage Agreements. 





RECONSTRUCTION 
In the House of Commons the 
Parliamentary Secretary to 
MOWP announced that the 
report upon the Town Plan- 
ning of Greater London upon 
which Professor Abercrombie 
was engaged, would be com- 
pleted and available in Sep- 
tember, 1943. 


Wandsworth B.C. decided to 
inform the L.C.C. of its 
desire to deal with post-war 
reconstruction and develop- 
ment in so far as it relates to 
housing in the light of local 


requirements, as well as any 
interim development which 
may be indicated by the 
M.O.H., prior to the  cessa- 
tion of hostilities. Sub-com- 
mittee appointed to report 
on opportunities for re- 
development. Mr. Ewart G. 
Culpin, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I., re- 
tained to advise and assist 
with the selection of suitable 
sites and the redevelopment 
thereof. 


R.S.U.A. appointed a special 
committee to deal with town 
planning and post-war recon- 
struction. 





AFTER THE WAR 
First of a series of articles 
(A.J. for December 3) in 
which THE JOURNAL asked 
several different people to 
describe probable post-war 
developments in the archi- 
tectural profession and the 
changes which are indicated 
if the profession is to be 
made fit for the kind of work 
that is likely to be required 
of it, for unless its services 
are effectively available when 
they are needed they will not 
be available at all. Articles 
published, December 3: 1, by 
A. Calveley Cotton ; Decem- 
ber 10: 2, by A. H. Tatton- 
Brown; 3-4, extracts from 
post-war reconstruction de- 
bates in Parliament ; Decem- 
ber 17: 5, by H. Myles 
Wright ; December 24: by 
Cecil C. Handisyde ; Decem- 
ber 31: 6, by D. E. E. 
Gibson. 





Prof. C. H. Reilly. 





ROYAL GOLD MEDAL 
The R.I.B.A. Council decided 
to submit to H.M. The King 
the name of Professor C. 
H. Reilly, O.B.E.,  F.R.I.B.A. 
(Emeritus Professor of Archi- 
tecture, University of Liver- 
pool) as a fit recipient of the 
Royal Gold Medal for 1943. 
The son of Charles Reilly, F.R.1.B.A., 
Professor Reilly was born in 1874 
and was educated at Merchant 
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Chapel, Northampton General Hospital. 
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Architects : Sir John Brown and A. E. Henson. 
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Looks externally rather like a mausoleum or at least a 


mortuary chapel, in neither case one would imagine a very good suggestion for the patients, but which nevertheless has considerable charm in the 
interior, especially in the combination of a delicate coloured metal screen to the sanctuary and very simple homely wall and curtained windows. 


(Page 67). 


Taylors’ School. He went to 
Queens’ College, Cambridge, in 
1893, with a scholarship, obtaining 
a first class in the Mechanical 
Sciences Tripos (Engineering) in 
1896. After Cambridge, he 
entered his father’s office for a year, 
and then moved to the office of 
John Belcher, F.R.1.B.A. He was 
appointed to the Liverpool Pro- 
fessorship in 1904 and resigned in 
1933, when he was elected Professor 
Emeritus. His buildings include 
the Students’ Union and Gilmour 
Hall of Liverpool University ; St. 
Barnabas Church, Dalston; Ac- 
crington War Memorial, and 
various town and country houses, 
including, in association with 
Thomas Hastings, of New York, 
the new Devonshire House, Picca- 
dilly. He submitted the only 
classical design in the Liverpool 
Cathedral competition to be com- 
mended by the assessors. 





np EF Fy € Kk S 

Lord Portal appointed Sir 
John Greenly, K.C.M.G., C.B.E., 
to be Chairman of the 
Tribunal which has _ been 
established, in accordance 
with the recommendations of 
the Simmonds Committee, to 
consider appeals from brick 


manufacturers whose under- © 


takings are scheduled for 
closure under the scheme 
recommended by the Com- 
mittee. Membership _ will 


consist of one representative 
from each of the M.L.N.S., 
M.W.T., M.F.P., and two 
representatives from the in- 
dustry. 





ROYAL ACADEMY 
Royal Academy announced 
it proposed to make the 
plans for reconstruction in 
London which the Planning 
Committee had exhibited at 
Burlington House, and are 
now revising, a feature of the 
Architectural Section of next 
year’s Summer Exhibition ; 
and it would welcome designs 
submitted at the appointed 
time by architects for the 
rebuilding of London with 
special reference to the Com- 
mittee’s plans as recently ex- 
hibited and published. 





Cou PETITI ON 
Result of the Ilkley Competi- 
tion (architectural and town 
planning) for the Castle Hill 
Site and surroundings : 

Ist Premium (50 guineas), Capt. 
Hubert Bennett, F.R.1.B.A., York ; 
2nd Premium (30 guineas), H. E. 
Burton, Birmingham ; 3rd 
Premium (20 guineas), Lieut. Frank 


Booth, A.R.1.B.A., York; Com- 
mended: E. J. Harrison, B.ARCH., 
A.R.I.B.A., Lancaster ; G. Grenfell 
Baines, A.R.1.B.A; John A. Ash- 
worth, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I.;  T. 
Mellor, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Pres- 
ton; A. J. Steel, A.r.1.B.A., and L. 
Whitaker, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1, E. 
Yorks. 





L A W 

Number of prosecutions in- 
stituted by MOWP against 
building owners and builders 
for carrying out work in 
excess of £100 without 
MOWP’s consent. 

At Blyth Court, the Blyth Dry 
Docks and Shipbuilding Co., Ltd., 
and James R. Rutherford & Sons 
Ltd., builders, were fined £100 for 
carrying out alterations at the 
Manse without a Ministry permit. 
Constructional work amounting 
to at least £300, it was alleged, 
had been done. 

At Harrogate Mrs. Edith Higham 
was fined £50, William Jackson & 
Sons (Harrogate) Ltd., builders, 
£20, and Charles Cowen, plumber, 
£20, all with costs, for executing 
work at a residential club over the 
£100 limit without a permit. 

At the West Riding Assizes, on 
December 4, M. G. Nimmo, 
company director, and Wilfred 
Coates, builder, were fined £50 and 
£10 respectively for executing con- 
structional works to Nimmo’s 
house at a cost of £1,500 without 
Ministry consent. 


At Devon Quarter Sessions, Frank 
Curtis Ltd., and A. J. Stubbings 
(director) were fined £100 and £20 
respectively for constructing a 
bungalow costing £423 without 
consent, an application having 
been turned down. 





WAR DAMAGE 
Up to December 10 the War 
Damage Commission received 
claims for repayment in 
respect of repairs already 
carried out to about 1,100,000 
enemy damaged properties 
by their owners or occupiers. 





GIFT TO NATION 
Lord Astor arranged to hand 
over Cliveden, Bucks., to the 
National Trust. 

Lord *Astor’s gift included the 
monetary endowment needed for 
its upkeep and with the house he is 
giving many of the furnishings, 
among them the tapestries in the 
great hall and fine examples of 
Lely and other masters. The 
famous Cliveden Woods, with 
their mile-long frontage to the 
Thames, are also part of the gift. 





oe M B E R 
Timber Control Board of the 
M.O.S., having now largely 
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SUBURBAN HEIGHTS By GLUYAS WILLIAMS 
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An open space of } inch should be left between each sheet, and wooden cover strips used. 


4 Nailing on edges of sheets should be at 4 inch centres, across the sheets at 6 inch centres, and 
not less than 3} inch from the edges. 


5 Horizontal fixing on walls saves timber * §kirting, chair rails and picture rails then act as cover strips. 


Information sheets 438 and 443 free on application to:— 


THAMES BOARD MILLS LTD., PURFLEET, ESSEX 


IS¥9S 





xiv] THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for January 21, 1943 
achi 
whic 
disb: 
A I 
L.M 
seve 
inat 
i 4 in tl 
The 
, Dec 
yea 
tior 
+ * 
(S$ nl ng the War ove a 
@ O 
Sir 
. S PP. 
upplies of ““ ESSEX ” BOARD in war-time grey quality, are definitely P 
‘ ae . ‘ Os 
available—but only for use on priority work! Leading merchants in all E.R 
important centres have stocks and can despatch immediately. ‘ ESSEX” Cle 
, a : oi 
BOARD covers large spaces rapidly; it is ready at once for decoration. oe 
As a partitioning material it can be fixed with the least possible disturbance — 
. . . . . e 
to surrounding activities. Because ‘““‘ESSEX” BOARD is made from home- ’ me 
produced raw materials, its use helps to release shipping for munitions. Ww 
the 
tec 
j Cc 
Al 
du 
ee 
/ : 
i] O 
R 
at 
th 
i 
i 
HUTMENTS BLACKOUT HOSTELS BOMB DAMAGE REPAIR ; A 
The large sheets of “ESSEX” Removable biackou helps _pro- “ESSEX” BOARD has a wide Large quantities of “* ESSEX” A 
BOARD, the easy way they duction and saves fuel. “ESSEX” sphere of usefulne t y 0 
be curved and Phe stata BOARD can be used for blackout in buildings, such as pa needed to ar canal pret tl 
Sins diate ties Metintin tins teeetenenen of Government factories, factories en- house war-factory staffs, or for hospital «ge tc 
. 8 a gaged on Government work, as well as annexes, etc Apart from its value bomb damage repair. This work 
all types “ ESSEX ” BOARD Public Institutions such as hospitals for ceilings and walls in new buildings has shown its value in large 
is a good non-conductor of heat. it makes cubicles, rest rooms and the scale municipal enterprise. - 
like, in existing ones. 
t 
TECHWICAL TIPS 
; 
I Wooden grounds for fixing “ESSEX” BOARD should be arranged to take all edges, as well as h 
at intervals of about 18 inches across the sheets. . 
On ceilings, fix across the joists, arranging nogging to take the edges of the sheets. t 
t 


le a 





Wve 

















achieved the purposes for 
which it was set up, was 
disbanded. 





ANNIVERSARY 
L.M.B.A. celebrated the 
seventieth anniversary of its 
inauguration with a reception 
in the R.I.B.A. building. 


The Builder celebrated, on 
December 31, one hundred 
years of continuous publica- 
tion. 





GOBRRLTPVA RR Y 
Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.a., 
PP.R.I.B.A. Age 86. 


Joseph Abraham Meikle, 
F.R.L.B.A., at his home in 
Clapham. Mr. Meikle was 
joint plaintiff in the action 
brought in 1941 against Mr. 
Edward Maufe, A.R.A., and 
Heal & Sons, for infringe- 
ment of copyright. 


W. S. Purchon, head of 
the Welsh School of Archi- 
tecture at the Technical 
College, Cardiff, since 1920. 
Age 63. 


Albert Kahn, American in- 
dustrial architect and engin- 
eer, known as the father of 
modern factory design. 


On Active Service: Eric 
Ravilious, official war artist 
and Temporary Captain in 
the Royal Marines. 





APPOINTMENT 
A. P. Lay appointed architect 
of Queen Anne’s Bounty by 
the Governors in succession 
to Martin Skinner. 





HONOUR 

Dr. H. V. Lanchester awarded 
the James Alfred Ewing 
Medal for 1941 by Institution 
of Civil Engineers for specially 
meritorious contributions to 
the science of Engineering in 
the field of research. 





PUBLICATIONS 
Reconstruction and Tewn and 
Country Planning, by Sir 
Gwilym Gibbon. (A. & B. 
N., 15s.). 
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Professor Really, this year’s 
Gold Medallist, here repeats 
his traditional review of the 
year’s buildings which are illus- 
trated in the Diary under the 
month in which they appeared 
in the building press. 


Buildings 


of the 


YEAR 


[BY PROFESSOR C. H. REILLY 


HE Editor insists on my reviewing 

the year’s work once more however 

little there is of that work about 
which one can talk, or indeed which 
exists at all, and however ancient and 
out of date I am myself becoming. The 
only buildings of any of the pre-war 
types in the illustrations before me are a 
few either begun before the war started 
and finished, I suppose, by special 
permission, such as a few public build- 
ings and churches, or one or two 
buildings in Ireland, that poor un- 
comfortable country, to which by descent 
I belong, unhappier than ever because 
more uneasy than ever in her con- 
science. 

There is, of course, a great mass of 
war buildings, factories, hutted camps, 
hospitals and hostels, which may only 
be hinted at, or if partially shown, 
shown with no indications of their 
locality. As far as one can tell the mass 
of it was handed over early in the war, 
if not before the war started, to that 
eminent firm of engineers Sir Alexander 
Gibb & Partners, not only factories 
but hostels, too. This is a sad indication 
of the position in which both architects 
and architecture are held in Government 
circles as well as shewing a complete 
absence of knowledge of the real content 
of our art. Of course, one does not expect 
Cabinet Ministers to be very clear-headed 
as to the function of the architect of to-day 
as a planner ready to solve economically, 
and with an eye to human efficiency as 
well (absent from the engineer’s equip- 
ment) every sort of building programme. 
Many architects themselves. are not 
clear about it. They say this building is 
work for architects, that is not. The 
Royal Academy with its emphasis on 
architecture as a fine art, too ladylike to 
touch life save at one or two selected 
points, is not a little to blame for this. 


Certainly among the older men that 
attitude exists. There is one notable 
exception I can call to mind. A dear 
old architect, much younger than I am, 
a Gold Medallist, recently whispered 
to me at an R.I.B.A. Committee “ the 
Royal Academy is the skeleton at our 
feasts here always spoiling by its attitude 
what we try to do.” The typical outlook 
of the government official is conse- 
quently that which Major-General 
Beith, Director of Public Relations to 
the War Office (Ian Hay in another walk 
of life who ought to know better), took 
in a letter to The Times early in the war 
when I had protested at the waste, to 
put it on its lowest grounds, which was 
going on all over the country by the 
supplanting nearly everywhere of archi- 
tects by engineers. ‘ Hutments,” he 
replied, “ give little scope for architec- 
tural treatment.” The cloven foot is 
clearly there. Architectural treatment ! 
Something applied like ointment to the 
sore places the engineers have left ! 
Architecture to such people is always 
decoration, perhaps to cover up mess and 
muddle, but certainly decoration and 
therefore equally certainly not wanted in 
war time. I attribute the failure of the 
Government on the whole to employ 
architects, except indirectly, to the 
great mass of war-time planning and 
building, to this fallacy, this attitude to 
architecture, into which so many of us 
fell in pre-war days and which their 
plans for Central London show that the 
Royal Academy are by no means free 
from yet. 

Light came out of darkness, however. 
Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners found 
after all they needed architectural help. 
It is said they tried to get the great 
names, and the great names failed them 
or turned them down. They then 
remembered a young Liverpool Pro- 
fessor and, of course, an old student of 
the Liverpool School (I would be more 
than human instead of something rather 
less not to point that out). The man 
they remembered was W. G. Holford, 
Professor of Civic Design, who had 
succeeded Professor Abercrombie, but, 
more important under the circumstances, 
had controlled for this same firm of 
engineers the building of a group of 
factories on the Gateshead Trading 
Estate. Professor Holford collected his 
young friends, architects, engineers, 
specialists of all sorts, some fifty of them, 
from all parts of the country and in an 
astonishingly short time had executed 
five millionsworth of work, and very 
good work, too, as far as the illustrations 
show, and as far as we are allowed to 
see to-day. The whole story is a grand 
architectural romance which will some 
day be told in detail, but it was, and is, 
something much more than that. It is a 
pointer to a new way of working, almost 
to a new way of life and to the beginning 
of a new architecture. 

Anyone can see modern architecture, 
like the genuine old Gothic stuff, is 
impersonal architecture in a degree 
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Renaissance Architecture is not, and 
cannot be. The great things in medieval 
times were done anonymously by a 
group of designers and craftsmen working 
harmoniously together. That is what 
apparently has been happening under 
Professor Holford’s leadership, and that 
is why I am putting such of the work of 
his group as we are allowed to see, his 
Munition Workers Hostels, each with a 
great Social Centre building, as the chief 
work of the year. 

These hostels—there may be two or 
three dozen of them up and down the 
country—are each designed not only to 
house a thousand women in the standard 
of comfort of a good war-time hotel but 
with many things added like theatres 
and cinemas, large reading and writing 
rooms, foyers and games rooms, on a 
corresponding scale. Very few hotels 
in this country, if any, cater I fancy for a 
thousand inmates. To this problem was 
added that of safety not only by air 
raid shelters to all parts, but by dispersal 
so that the buildings should not be 
recognizable from the air. For this 
reason the sleeping blocks, varying from 
twenty to fifty pérsons per block with 
bedrooms for two persons (each bed 
with its own radiator !), bathrooms and 
shelters, had to be arranged in a variety 
of informal patterns round the Social 
Centre block yet involving no great 
extension of access roads, round which 
the buses taking the women to their 
work could circulate. The illustrations 
published, after being carefully censored 
by various ministries, naturally deal 
chiefly with interiors. From these, 
however, it will be seen at once what a 
high standard of elegance has been 
obtained even with war-time materials 
and with the restrictions on wood the 
war involved, and what a real welcoming 
non-institutional air they have. It can 
also be seen how, among the group of 
architects, a mural painter was found. 
It is, indeed, a distinguished group with 
names like F.R.S. Yorke, R. T. Kennedy, 
Gordon Stephenson, F. W. B. Charles, 
F. F. C. Curtis and Johannes Schreiner, 
Eric Mendelsohn’s late head-man, appear- 
ing in it. But one should not break into 
the brotherhood by selecting names. 
The great fact is that it was a brother- 
hood with a capable young Prior at the 
head of it and that in a national emergency 
brought about by the bombing of our 
towns, which necessitated the moving 
of our war factories, it did the work 
quickly and did it well. These buildings 
in rural surroundings where there will 
be no local use for them after the war 
are nevertheless too good and too well 
built to be pulled down. A national 
use must be found for them and the one 
which naturally occurs is that of boarding 
places for the boys and girls of secon- 
dary schools where they can live together 
for a time, as in the Scandinavian 
countries, and taste the pleasures and feel 
the discipline of community life. Archi- 
tecturally the only adverse criticism I 
have to make on the job is that 


no chapel should have aJceiling sloping 
only from right to left or left to right. I 
defy a saint to pray under such condi- 
tions. 

Other hostels by other architects on a 
smaller scale but almost equally well- 
detailed, as far as one can judge from the 
small illustrations, have been put up in 
other parts of the country. The only 
ones, however, I have been able to 
track down to their authors are by 
Messrs. Easton and Robertson, in Hert- 
fordshire and by D. L. Bridgwater in 
Warwickshire. 

After these war-time hostels the most 
important as well as the biggest pile of 
illustrations is strangely enough that of 
municipal buildings. I suppose municipal 
authorities have had a pull with the 
Government in getting permission to 
finish the work already started when the 
war broke upon our uneasy slumbers. 
The most important is the Court House 
somewhere in Sussex, designed by one 
of the most distinguished, if one of the 
youngest, of the quickly rising class of 
official architects, C. G. Stillman. It is a 
rectangular building containing two law 
courts placed side by side in the centre 
and surrounded by all the accessory 
rooms and with all the problems of 
circulation solved, including that of the 
popping up into court of the prisoners 
from the cells in the basement. One is 
glad to see a fine spacious entrance hall 
in addition to the entrance vestibule 
where anxious people can meet and talk, 
the sort of salle du pas perdu every 
French Law Court has, but which we so 
often forget. It is, indeed, this fine hall 
with its five lofty windows which is the 
keynote to the design both externally and 
internally and that, of course, is as it 
should be. Internally, though without 
any traditional ornament in the way of 
pilasters and their trappings but relying 
entirely on fine proportions and con- 
trasting wall surfaces, this hall is most 
effective. I wonder what the colours 
are. The curtains some thirty feet high 
might be very splendid. The courts 
themselves seem to me equally right in 
that they are severe and rely on plain 
plywood surfacing for their warmth. 

The same architect has a new police 
headquarters also, I suppose, somewhere 
in Sussex, which is a more ordinary 
building in plain corniceless neo- 
Georgian, relying for interest in the 
exterior of its main administrative block 
on the contrast of tall narrow sash 
windows with their white bars and 
frames to a plain brick field. This 
mass again contrasts as a whole with a 
plain mass at right angles to it with 
hardly any windows which clearly con- 
tains the cells. No plan is shown. This 
kind of architecture appears to be for the 
moment a vernacular form of expression. 
It certainly makes ample use of our 
chief building material—brick. With 
its negative nature, unassuming and 
pleasant as that may be in a vulgar age, 
one hopes nevertheless it is but a transi- 
tion to something more positive. 





The municipal offices at Friern Barnet 
by Sir John Brown and A. E. Henson 
is one of those lucky buildings on a 
narrow curved site facing an open space 
which makes, as Charles Voysey has 
more than once proved, an effective, 
dominating mass without columns or 
other adventitious emphasis. Indeed, in 
this case I think the tall fléche, as if 
from a Georgian stable, might have been 
omitted with some gain to the whole. 
Once again externally this is a neo- 
Georgian building but relying this time, 
apart from the interest of its mass, on 
the contrast of long first floor windows 
bound together with a continuous balcony 
and a tight range of small ones below and 
an open range of small ones above, 
instead of on the contrast of white 
window bars to brickwork. Indeed, it is 
the proportions of this building with no 
architectural pretence, apart from the 
fléche already mentioned, which makes it 
effective externally and that external 
expression is the natural reflection of a 
simple internal plan, a long central 
corridor with rooms on either side and a 
council chamber as a back addition. 
The detail everywhere is equally simple 
but not, to judge from the illustrations, 
quite as elegant and refined as that in Mr. 
Stillman’s law courts. 

The next pile which tempts me is one 
of scholastic structures, small but with 
one or two interesting looking buildings. 
The first is F. X. Velarde’s Senior 
Elementary School at Scalby, in York- 
shire, now finished and opened by the 
P.R.I.B.A. and in the result extra- 
ordinarily like the sketch model. The 
plan is a fine open one in three main 
blocks but all connected by wide loggias. 
This ensures the children getting fresh 
air in passing from one block to the 
other. The three blocks are the science 
rooms to the south-east, the main block 
of classrooms in the centre and the 
Assembly Hall block on the other side 
with the headmaster’s, nurses’, and 
medical rooms as a further extension. 
Still another separation is that of each 
classroom by a short corridor at right 
angles to the main corridor. This 
ensures not only natural cross ventila- 
tion but that indispensable thing—quiet. 
Do I see the influence of Denis Clarke 
Hall’s winning News Chronicle scheme 
in this? I hope so. The result exter- 
nally is a very pleasing grouping of 
masses, the taller ones appearing at 
just the right places for emphasis. Like 
buildings of good simple children’s bricks 
so often do, this school building shows 
how independent of decorative aids, in 
spite of Mr. Ruskin, good architecture 
can be. When, however, one looks 
closely at Velarde’s detail one finds it 
not ‘only clean and clear cut like his 
main masses but with even, and this may 
shock the youngest of us, little fluted 
pilasters planted on his window frame 
just for fun. They remind me of 
Lubetkin’s Erechtheum figure under his 
concrete block of flats at Highgate. 
Pulling the legs of the puritans is good 
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| MULLEN & LUMSDEN LTD. 











We trust that our War Effort will be 


| test remembered by cur endeavour to five 
| 
| 





up to the high standards of workmanship 


| 
| p. f 
and efficiency which we set as cur Ydeal 


| in SJimes + f Peace. 


41, EAGLE STREET, GRESHAM WORKS, 
LONDON, W.C.1 SOUTH NORWOOD, S.E.25 
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AVERY'S @2& BLINDS 


& CURTAINS 


eo 


81, Great Portland Street, W.1 


(LANGHAM 2433) 


The late Mr. JOSEPH AVERY, 
b. Tintagel, Cornwall, 1798. 


| THE PERFECT HOSTEL BLACK-OUT BLIND 





(50,000 installed). 


Since first invented two years ago we have been making minor improvements to this blind, and 
the latest model, of which 10,000 have been supplied, is, we believe, as good a “black-out” blind 
as could be wished for. 


Foolproof. Sturdy. 
Excellent Ventilation. Economical in Raw Materials 


and in Price. 
FOR PRIORITY PURPOSES ONLY. 


EXPERTS ALSO IN LARGE BLINDS OF AN ENGINEERING NATURE 
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Gas contributes to our daily lives 
in many ways. Gas helps to win the Battle for Fuel 
by providing half a ton of coke from every ton of coal 
used in the gas works. Gas-making releases other 
priceless by-products, from which a thousand and one 
familiar articles are produced—from the tar for our 
roads and the flavourings for our foods to explosives, 
plastics and the homely aspirin tablet. 


But for the Gas Industry, the land would never bear 
such bumper crops. Among the most important 
by-products of gas-making are agricultural fertilisers, 
80,000 tons of which are produced every year by the 
Gas Industry. 


Just now gas and its precious by-products are needed 
most for war purposes. Do YOUR bit in the Battle 


for Fuel by burning less gas. 
“TB 
HOW TO SAVE GAS St 


Ask for helpful pamphlets 
at your Gas Showrooms 
or from British Commer- 
cial Gas Association, 1, 
Grosvenor Place, London, 
S.W.1. 











Jicwood is an impregnated and 
compressed wood of extraordinary 
strength and hardness—too hard to 
nail but easily workable otherwise. 
Characteristics are akin to metal, 
yet specifically lighter and cannot 
fatigue. With all its great strength 
Jicwood retains the _ refinement 
of wood. Jicwood has _ proved 
invaluable for the manufacture of 
wooden aircraft propeller blades, 
parts of aircraft, jigs, rollers, 


silent gears and many other pro-. 


ducts. Jicwood can be made in 
various grades and combinations ; 
e.g., Grade 138: Tensile 45,000 Ibs. 
per square inch: Shear 7,000 Ibs. 
per sq. inch: Specific gravity 1.38. 


We shall be pleased to send fuller 
details and sample upon knowing 
your requirements. 
































Telephone : VICTORIA 4527-8 





JICWOOD LTD., GROSVENOR GARDENS HOUSE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telegrams : JICWOOD, SOWEST, LONDON 
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sport with architects like these two,each 
with a touch of genius in all they 
do. 

Let us contrast this light, elegant 
but rightly temporary looking school 
with an educational building, solid and 
even rather grim-looking in its rough 
stone, at Oxford by Hubert Worthing- 
ton. It is an independent library building 
for New College but not curtailing the 
famous gardens because the site was 
obtained by pulling down some small 
out-buildings and clearing back-yards. 
It consists of a large, lofty reading room 
with four book-lined bays on either side 
of a wide hall and two rooms for special 
collections and two fine staircases, both 
of which seem to lead to the stack in the 
semi-basement below. One of these 
staircases is set in a semicircular end 
to the main vista which externally, like 
the curved entrance bay, serves to soften 
the outline of this plain building seen 
against its elaborate Gothic surroundings. 
There is not enough in the photograph of 
the exterior to say how successful this is 
but there is both character and courage in 
what one can see. The main hall inside 
is clearly a fine and worthy thing with 
tiers of bookshelves giving scale and the 
books themselves a fine contrasting 
texture to the plain surfaces. This in- 
terior, if not modern architecture in the 
strictest sense of the term, is nevertheless 
fine stuff. I hopé Hubert Worthington 
will soon be an A.R.A. He is the right 
type—the type needed if we need at alla 
delayed action institution like the 
Academy, for he is very much alive yet 
sufficiently traditional and academic in 
his outlook. Seizing the opportunity, 
another A.R.A. I should like to suggest 
is W. G. Newton and for similar reasons, 
and regret there is none of his elegant 
work this year among my piles. I hope, 
however, my doing this will not prejudice 
their chances if election would please 
them. It might. You never can 
tell with so clublike and secretive a 
body. Hubert Worthington has another 
new building for the same college and 
carried out in the same rough stone 
walling with heavy cut stone to the 
jambs and architraves of his sash win- 
dows and doors, all in a rather north 
country manner equally masculine and 
unaffected in detail but one imagines 
a little too broken up into a series of 
symmetrical masses for an Oxford college 
building. This is, of course, only to 
judge from photographs and not from 
seeing the building in its surroundings. 
It is a block of college chambers but the 
scheme of the masses is that for some 
lordly country mansion by Robert 
Adam, a little reduced in scale certainly 
and with no central portico of columns 
or even pilasters. It rather suggests 
a mansion one step lower in the social 
scale, designed, say, for a butler and his 
footmen rather than for a peer and his 
family. I am sure these articulated masses 
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nevertheless make a series of very well 
lit and comfortable chambers both for 
undergraduates and dons and the sugges- 
tion they carry of a demoded country 
mansion is of little account. 


Churches.—It surprises me that there 
are any. Let us begin with the strangest, 
strange at any time outside a medieval 
forest but more strange still in war- 
time when no one can get any timber. 
It is the timber church by Professor 
Richardson at Greenford, in Middlesex, a 
new industrial area. I think the interior 
quite inspiring. One has often heard the 
stock comparison of a Gothic interior to 
a forest glade. Here the interior is still 
more like it, the timber taking so 
naturally, as Richardson has used it, to 
Gothic shapes. What a virtuoso he is, 
yet how naughty the whole thing seems 
just now! There are, of course, in this 
building of his other original ideas 
besides the use of a scarce and generally 
forbidden material. There is a Lady 
Chapel at the gallery level above the 
high altar, for instance, romantically 
approached by two steep flights of stairs. 
The exterior with its steep roof and fléche 
naturally has a Norwegian look but 
harmonizes well with the steep roof and 
fléche of an old church which adjoins it. 
Another mystery—why two? I hope 
nevertheless the roof is shingled even 
at the cost of a little more timber but 
that one cannot tell from the photo- 
graphs. 

As a contrast to the above but still 
strange to say at a Greenford, and still 
in Middlesex, we have a plain, smooth 
church by Cyril Farey, smooth as those 
wonderful graded washes of colour we 
all admired on his drawings in the days 
when they were the only safe passport 
to the R.A. walls. I believe a really 
modern building might have been 
accepted by now had he made the 
perspective. This church of his is 
calm and suave externally and internally 
and in that way reminds one of its 
authors Its traditional shape with its 
square, squat tower at the crossing 
gives a proper parish church appearance 
though one wishes the chancel roof 
were as high as that of the nave and that 
the ridge line had consequently been 
carried through level. Internally the 
round arches of the nave arcade with 
their fine wide soffites suggest walls strong 
enough to take a barrel vault but such 
things except in plaster, which is not 
worth having, are not possible in these 
degenerate days unless one is willing to 
face the problems of ferro-concrete. I 
expect the flat beamed ceiling which 
here takes its place has some fine Farey 
colour about it. 

Surprisingly enough the third church 
on my list is Cyril Farey’s, too. When I 
remember his last year’s churches as 
well I do not understand it unless he is 
bewitching the clergy as he did the 


R.A. hanging committee a few years ago. 
This second church, St. Peter’s, Grange 
Park, is perhaps not quite so pleasing 
externally, which is indeed almost a 
relief. That may be because at present 
it lacks its tower. The interior this time 
with an open timber roof is perhaps 
more so. It is smaller and more homely. 
I wish it had chairs and not stock pews, 
but they possibly came from a previous 
building and are a temporary makeshift. 
I know my only church, built forty 
years ago, has still such things in it, 
which shows what a mistake it is to 
allow them in in the first instance. 


Next in the pile is a little chapel at the 
Northampton General Hospital, by Sir 
John Brown and A. E. Henson, which 
looks externally rather like a mausoleum 
or at least a mortuary chapel, in neither 
case one would imagine a very good 
suggestion for the patients, but which 
nevertheless has considerable charm in 
the interior, especially I think in the 
combination of a delicate coloured metal 
screen to the sanctuary and very simple 
homely wall and curtained windows. 


Finally, there is a great sad thing, a 
cathedral at Cavan in Ireland, still 
building. There is no need to say 
anything about it. 

Housing and Hospitals frighten me 
because I know so little about them at 
any time and if possible less still under 
war-time conditions. Geoffrey Jellicoe’s 
little houses in groups of hundreds, or 
it may be thousands, in various parts of 
the country, seem good and practical, 
as well as simple enough to combine well 
together and to suit most types of land- 
scape. One would have said until one 
saw the photographs that little war-time 
flat roofed boxes would be hard and un- 
compromising and worse even than the 
standard pairs of semi-detached cottages 
which is what the inter-war period 
chiefly produced. Now one sees them 
in his long terraces set round large open 
squares or in some other formal way one 
realizes that they regain for their inhabi- 
tants the friendliness of the slum yet 
with no loss of respectability, a very 
noteable achievement. I think it is the 
little porches, protecting one from the 
weather as one gossips with one’s 
neighbour while nevertheless giving in- 
dividuality and respectability, which 
have been the main way by which this 
important psychological effect has been 
obtained. The little porch is generous 
in width and the method of letting light 


‘through it into the house by two long 


vertical panels of glass bricks in the 
place of the ornamental glass in the 
upper panels or panel of the door, as in 
every speculative villa, is of course a 
great improvement. The framing of the 
windows, too, in slabs of artificial stone, 
while costing very little in such enormous 
quantities gives a sense of tidiness as 
well as brightness which is very valuable. 
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That these houses are like Holford’s 
hostels of post-war usefulness, when the 
ground floor windows can be widened, 
is a grand thing. If Jellicoe after his 
recent visit to the States is able to solve 
the esthetic difficulties of prefabrication 
as well as he has succeeded here he will 
have done the country a very great 
turn, more than all the King’s gardens 
and all the King’s parks, good as I am 
sure these latter are. There is a pleasant 
variation of the Jellicoe type by Alwyn 
Lloyd, in South Wales. I am afraid the 
Glasgow variations are not nearly so 
good. 

In contrast to these there is a group of 
fourteen thatched cottages which Lord 
Portal, Minister, one should remember, 
of Works and Planning, has put up on 
his own estate. One can admit their 
charm. It is the charm of a toy. I gave 
one of my grandchildren a farm toy 
with little thatched buildings and they 
gave me much the same kind of pleasure. 
These are considerably finer, of course, 
and the grouping much more elaborate. 
The way indeed they are grouped 
together in one long block with a couple 
of crescents and stretches of straight is 
intriguing. I am glad they nestle under 
a church—nestle is the right word. I 
hope his lordship is pleased. I am sure 
if he is like my grandchild he will be, 
and be grateful too to his architect, 
Arthur Mort, as she is to me. 


Hospitals.—There are naturally a num- 
ber of these, mostly temporary ones or 
additions prepared for an emergency. 
In most cases no plans are given for fear 
the buildings, I suppose, might be 
identified from the air and prove too 
tempting to the gentle German. Arthur 
Kenyon has a large one for a thousand 
beds with nice quiet one-storey buildings 
with sloping roofs, ribbed as if in 
asbestos. These buildings seem con- 
nected by a long curved wall with 
occasional small windows as if to a 
corridor. It is curious how interesting in 
these days of flat roofs a long range of 
plain sloping ones at an angle, I should 
judge, between 30 deg. and 45 deg., can 
look. Anyhow these plain unbroken 
roofs, one after the other, give a unity 
and restfulness in the photograph which 
is very valuable and do it without any 
suggestion of mock antiquity. The 
detail, too, of these buildings, simple 
as they are, is very good. I have found 
the plan after all. It looks like a grand 
one for peace-time but its layout surely 
makes it peculiarly easy to spot from 
the air. 

Fielding Dodd’s Churchill Hospital 
somewhere in the Home Counties is 
another large scheme but not quite 
symmetrically laid out and flat roofed. 
There is no doubt, comparing the roofs, 
that low one-storey buildings in the 
mass look better with sloping roofs to 
lift them up a little. Externally the most 
interesting thing of Fielding Dodd’s 
building is the entrance to the adminis- 
trative block where he has allowed 
himself a slight tower rising above his 


acres of low flat buildings. There is 
interesting detail here, too, as well as 
pleasant contrasting surfaces. 

Messrs. Wood, Goldstraw and Yorath’s 
extensions to the North Staffordshire 
Infirmary are naturally of a more 
permanent character. The main masses 
in a small illustration do not seem to 
compose too happily but the pathological 
department has a doorway with interest- 
ing brick details which seems to indicate 
that the rest of the building is probably 
more interesting too. 

The university laboratory for depart- 
ments of zoology and psychology in a 
southern university by Vernor Rees may 
perhaps be included here. It certainly 
must not be omitted as the north side of 
the building with its two tiers of con- 
tinuous windows to a horizontal block 
of buildings, contrasted with a plainer 
vertical block, makes a very pleasing 
composition. The one interior room 
I have seen seems particularly airy and 
light so that one would have liked to 
have seen more. 


Banks.—There is just one, and at first 
glance one is inclined to say “ good old 
stager”’ and pass on, but it is more 
than that. It is very elegant stuff, very 
well detailed. The strange thing is how 
little it seems to belong either to these 
war years or even to the last decade, yet 
here it is placed in 1942. Forty years ago 
how proud I should have been to have 
done it! It is the head office of the 
Edinburgh Savings Bank, by Mr. William 
Paterson, with Mr. Cecil Howitt as con- 
sultant. 


Restaurants.—There are several British 

Restaurants of course, and mainly 
adaptations of existing buildings, but 
L. H. Keay, to whose name most good 
public work in Liverpool seems naturally 
to attach itself, has one at Norris Green, 
a district where he has built many 
hundreds of houses for the Corporation, 
which is a new building and has an 
interesting entrance showing the 
contrast in surfaces and _ material 
in which the good modern architect 
specializes. 


Shops.—For these I have only the 
remodelling of a late eighteenth or 
early nineteenth century shop in Clifton, 
by Mr. Ralf Edwards, but with its 
delightful setting it is well worth a place 
I confess, modern as I like to think 
myself, I can enjoy a little piece of fancy 
dress like this justified by its setting. 
I can so easily forget it is new and see it 
with ladies in crinolines entering and 
beaux ogling them from the Regency 
balconies above, and wishing I, myself, 
belonged to so civilized and leisured an 
age—for some. 


Houses—There is a big Sir Guy 
Dawber house, St. Anne’s, Cambridge, 
built, I suppose, just before the war and 
good of its kind like all his work, but 
warm as its bricks and tiles no doubt 
are and rich as its decoration, it leaves 


me cold. It belongs neither to the eight- 
eenth century nor to the twentieth. What 
its future can be I cannot imagine. It 
already stands as a Victorian villa did 
thirty years ago though that far uglier 
thing was a more genuine product of its 
age. With its dozen or so bedrooms I 
suppose it will have to become a school 
but schools are needed to save genuine 
old houses from destruction. 


A little two-roomed house in Ireland, 
by Kenneth Bayes, seems more appro- 
priate to the times and to the way of 
life it suggests, though I confess the 
deliberate placing of the gas fire in the 
sitting-room out of the centre of its 
setting as well as the roof sloping across 
the room are a little too much for me. I 
would not mind it sloping down my back 
but not over one shoulder. One has to be 
a cow, surely, to enjoy that. The little 
house with its long demesne wall, a very 
Irish touch that and especially as the 
wall does not really enclose the site, 
sits into the landscape as if to 
the manner born, as no doubt it was, 
and as all good buildings should appear 
to be. 

Two buildings which do not in this 
lean year fall into any group are a joint 
L.P.T.B. and L.N.E.R. Railway and 
Bus Station in Essex, by Messrs. Easton 
and Robertson, and an office building by 
Jane Drew. Both have interesting points. 
The former has grand concrete canti- 
levered roofs to the platforms springing 
from a central row of piers and a barrel 
vaulted entrance hall enclosed in a 
rectangle of brickwork with a great semi- 
circular window, which it is suggested 
are a delicate double-barrelled compli- 
ment both to the Underground stations 
of Charles Holden and to the old King’s 
Cross with its great arches and semi- 
circular roofs. What diplomatic finesse 
architects who work for combined rail- 
ways have to deal in! Anyhow, it is a 
pleasant result above ground in the 
station and its hall, and a stirring one 
under the ferro-concrete roof on the 
platforms. What wonderful shapes and 
powers this grand material is going to 
put into the hands of those who are 
fortunate enough to live another ten 
years, these platforms are a hint of. May 
such excellent architects as these go on 
leading. the way ! 

Miss Drew’s war-time office and garage 
building in brick and concrete, but brick 
and concrete clearly distinguished, is, I 
suppose, the office block to one of her 
many war-time factories. It is very 
sensible and workmanlike with clean cut 
and even elegant lines. Its flat roof is 
rightly, I think, emphasized by pro- 
jecting it to protect the walls and cast a 
shadow. Compare this straightforward 
little building with a similar structure, 
probably in curly terra-cotta, erected for 
a similar purpose during the last war and 
we have some measure of the general 
good the modern movement has brought 
about and how right and wise it is to 
employ a womanarchitect when one finds 
one as capable as Miss Drew. 
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CATERING 


The demand for large scale apparatus for Hotels, 
Restaurants, Educational Establishments, etc., has 
been greatly increased by the need to equip Works 
Canteens, Communal Restaurants, Emergency Feeding 


Centres, and by other requirements arising from 
War-time conditions. 


Skilful planning, which includes the best use of available 
space and the selection of the most suitable appliances, 
is needed in preparing the lay-out for a new canteen or in 
enlarging an existing installation by the addition of 


efficient apparatus of attractive design. 


Radiation Ltd. combines long experience with outstand- 
ing manufacturing resources reinforced by the knowledge 
of specialists who have planned and equipped many of 
the most successful canteens in the Country. Their 


services will be gladly placed at your disposal. 


Radiation Ltd 


LARGE COOKING EQUIPMENT SECTIONS 


PALATINE WORKS RADIATION HOUSE 
WARRINGTON ASTON, BIRMINGHAM, 6 


London Showrooms and Offices: 7 Stratford Place, W.1 
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SERRATED SPINDLE 





SPINDLE OPENS OUT IN METAL BUSHED 
NECK OF LEVER OR KNOB NECK 
AND IN FOLLOWER, 

ELIMINATING RATTLE 


MICROTITE Patent SPINDLE : 









However roughly used, the MICROTITE gives un- 
limited service. Fixed and adjusted instantly. Per- 
manently tight pins replace the usual grub screw ; 
metal bushes built into knob or lever give maximum 
strength. All play between follower and spindle | 
eliminated. 


EVERED 











PLASTIC 


The Modetn Mea -.. 


C—O” 


* A full range of EVERITE Plastic Hardware 
is available for all priority contracts and 








essential civilian needs. EVERITE Hardware 
combines distinction of design with durability © 
and perfect performance. Many patterns, in- 
cluding that illustrated, are being used by © 
Ministry of Works and Planning with complete | 
satisfaction. 


SURREY WORKS 


SMETHWICK: STAFFS. 





AND COMPANY LIMITED Tel. SMErwmcx 881-5 . “Grams EVEREDS, seca 











VINGULUM 
CONGRIs Ile 
UNITS 


FLOORS AND ROOFS 
PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 


HOLLOW AND SOLID BLOCKS 
AND SLABS 


ROAD KERB AND PAVING 
FENCING 


CABLE COVERS AND JOINT 
BOXES 


MANHOLES AND PIPES 


RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
&e., &c. 



























TARMAC LTD. "VINCULUM DEPT 


Head Office: ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON. Telephone: Bilston 4! 101/8. 





London Office: 72, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. Telephone: Victoria 1345. 




















ten 











~~, 








MY-RIiB isthe answer 
fo your centering problem 


Use the reinforcing steel 


as centering for the slabs 


Hy-Rib-the combined 


centering and 


HY-RIB is a centering for 


concrete during construction 


HY-RIB is a reinforcement 
for the structural slab 


Over 11.000.000 square feet of HY-RIB 
combined centering and_ reinforcement 
has been used in wartime buildings. 


HY-RiE 


COMBINED CENTERING 
AND REINFORCEMENT V@ 


For the guidance of Con- 
structional Staffs we pro- 
vide working drawings 
for = applications 
of Hy-Rib 









HY-RIB SALES, 6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS, EARLS COURT 


LONDON, S.W.5 TELEPHONE: FROBISHER 8141 


@® 4/526a. 
1 | 


























THE WESTMINSTER BANK 
is represented by an extensive system of branch 
offices in England and Wales with agents else- 
where, and is amply equipped to conduct your 

i private and commercial banking business. 

The Manager of any branch will gladly give 

an interview to discuss or explain any point 

which will help a client, or prospective client, 


to a full use of the services available 


to the Bank’s customers. 


WESTMINSTER BANK LIMITED 


Head Office: 41 Lothbury 
London, E.C.2 
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OF THE CYCLE 
STORAGE PROBLEM 


WRITE FOR 
CATALOGUE A.J.20! 
AND COMPLETE 
SERIES OF 
INFORMATION SHEETS \ 


SEE OUR EXHIBIT 
BUILDING CENTRE 


THE sutt OING CENTRE 


LITTLE TITCHFIELD ST. W.1 


Le OM 


CONSTRUCTORS 
NICKEL WORKS 
ERDINGTON 


















Patent Roof 


GLAZING 


The of 
HALL MARK CRAFTSMANSHIP 


Actual manufacturers 
of Patent Glazing. 
Lantern and Skylights, 
Metal Windows, etc. 


AYGEE 


LIMITED 


Metal Window, Steel Door, 
Staircase Manufacturers. 
Light Stee! Constructional Engineers. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, S.E.1 
Phone Waterloo 6314 


(6 lines) 
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WOOD : 


THE MATERIAL WHICH HAS 


shown its adaptability in wartime emergencies 
proved its lasting qualities in permanent work 
developed great strength in laminated forms 
been utilised in large spans and heavy construction 
proved economical in use as a decorative medium 
lent itself to all phases of architectural design 
established conclusively in many spheres that it has 


NO SUBSTITUTE 
RIPPERS glPPeR LIMITED 

















| CASTLE HEDINGHAM, ESSEX & 11 GROSVENOR COURT MANSIONS, MARBLE ARCH, W.2 
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WARTIME SUBSTITUTES PATENT’ ROOF GLANNG 


is officially recognised by the various 
Government Departments to meet 
war-time needs. Certain of the 
peacetime features of the “Paragon ”’ 
System are still retained and, when 
fitted with mechanically operated 
PARAGON 
fll) See a b/ YG fp HORIZONTAL SLIDING 
eet ef | 7 | OBSCURATION SHUTTERS 
ies 4 \\| which provide complete black-out 
or daylight in 30 seconds, it fulfils 
the requirements of factories engaged 
on essential work without periodic 
maintenance. 
Further particulars on — 
application. 







— METAL CLIPS 
> AT INTERVALS SBANARY Se, 
=  BITU INDUS =’ 
—— E FELT TAPE ee 
CAPPING “3°: 





= GLASS BEDDED ON 
= ASBESTOS CORDS 














HEAVILY CATED WIT —==— PARAGON GLAZING CO. 
BITUMINOUS SOLUTION S. 


Glass Roofing Manufacturers and Contractors 
1 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.I. 


"Phone: ABBey 2348 (Private Br. Exch.). "Grams : ‘*Eclairage, Sowest, London.”” 





= Aaa > 
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FLOORS OF STEEL CONCRETE 


DEFY HARD ABRASIVE WEAR, 
ARE NON-SKID AND DUSTLESS 


‘“BETONAC” gives by far the best value of any METALLIC HARDENING 
MATERIAL on the market. Special prices quoted for ‘* BETONAC”’ in 
large quantities direct from our Mills, Bentley Works, Doncaster 





LIGHT-WEIG HT BUILDING SLAB 


USES.—Partitions, Ceilings, Roof Insulation, Permanent Shuttering, Boiler 
Room Insulation and acoustical correction 


SLAB SIZE.—84 inches by 238 inches. THICKNESS.—z to 4_ inches 


Perfect plaster base. . e Cut, sawn and chased with ease 








Nofrango 


The cheap, simple and effective material for forming external and_ internal 

wall panels, partitions and roof slabs to hutments and all types of buildings. 

Simply fixed to concrete, steel or timber framing. Weatherproof and 
sanitary. No maintenance. 





Full particulars from 


THE CEMENTATION Co. LTD. 


BENTLEY WORKS - - DONCASTER 


’Phone: Doncaster 54177-8-9. ’Grams: Cementation, Doncaster 


London Address: 39, Victoria Street, S.W.|. "Phone: Abbey 5726-7-8 
1571-2-3 
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FRAZZI 


1 HOLLOW BEAMS for FLOORS & ROOFS 


Frazzi Beams are made in all lengths up to 
16 ft. Their strength to weight ratio makes 
them suitable for the roofing of lightweight 
structures. 


2 WATERPROOF ROOFING 


This highly efficient, low cost waterproof 
treatment for roofs has been specially 
developed for use on emergency buildings 
and contracts of any size can be carried 
out by the Frazzi organization. 


3 PAROPA PATENT ROOFING 


Still available for use on permanent struc- 
tures and wherever highly efficient, good- 
looking waterproof and wearproof roofing 
is necessary. 


PRECAST CONCRETE 
Frazzi produce precast concrete units of all types. 


STRUCTURAL STEEL 
Designs and estimates submitted for steel structures. 


BLAST PROOFING & BLACKOUT PROTECTION 


to glass of industrial buildings is being carried 


out efficiently, rapidly and economically through- 
the country. 


FRAZZI LTD. sexxox xovse 


NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 
Tel. : TEMple Bar 5371 
and 20, Savile Street, Sheffield 4. Tel. : Sheffield 23721 





FOR EMERGENCY LIGHTING 
OF 


Because of their utter dependability 
Tudor Accumulators safeguard the 
lighting of important buildings all 
over the country. It is significant, 
too, that Tudor Accumulators are 
used by Corporations of big cities, 
who make stringent tests and cost 
comparisons before issuing contracts. 
Again, important public bodies—the 
B.B.C. for example—use Tudor 
where technical excellence is a first 
essential. 


OFFICES 
HOSPITALS 
STORES 
FACTORIES 
SCHOOLS 
CINEMAS 


\enmnageee? 


Tudor engineers. 


SAFETYLYTE 


(Licensed under British Patent No. 313,248) 


The Tudor Emergency Lighting System com- 
pletely meets the risk of a sudden plunge 
into darkness. Should the normal supply be 
interrupted, through causes beyond the control 
of the Electricity Undertakings, the control panel 
that keeps the Tudor Accumulator charged, 
automatically connects the battery to the 
emergency circuit. 


ACCUMULATORS 





THE TUDOR ACCUMULATOR CO. LTD., 50 GROSVENOR GDNS., LONDON, S.W.1 Sloane 0168/9 





W.T. 23/42 











MODELS TO SCALE” ' 





This is a model of the Town Hall and Police Court 
designed for Wood Green, London, N., and made 
for the winning architects Sir John Brown and A. E. 
Henson, but not proceeded with owing to the war. 


Models of every description for every purpose 
are the speciality of Bassett-Lowke Ltd. 

Have you any special building or town planning 
scheme for the future? If so have it modelled 
before proceeding and present it to your client 
or the members of the Council. 

You are cordially invited to write for our brochure 
SCALE MODELS FOR PUBLICITY AND EXHIBITION. 
price 3d. 


BASSETT-LOWKE _ Lop. 


NORTHAMPTON 


Manchester : 
28, CORPORATION STREET 


London : 
112, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1. 





UrER 





Send for illustrated catalogue now 1 
and discuss your next scheme with 7 























TH 
WA 


PA 





the 
; all 
ant, | 
are | 
ities, | 
cost | 
acts. J 
—the | 
idor 
first 


t 
& 
' 
ility | 

















THE SLOW FILLING 


of single cisterns that have to 
draw their water supply from one 
common feed pipe often results 
in unflushed closets and stopped 
drains BUT 





THE LARGE PERMANENT RESERVE OF 
WATER PROVIDED BY THE ADAMS 





Fic) 







; 
Anwsezfro 


“ EPIC” 


secures a ready flush for every user at the 
busiest times during school, office and factory 
intervals. 


PATENT TROUGH 


When one flush is delivered action instantly 
ceases, and within 30 seconds another full flush 
can be obtained, even though the level of water 
in the trough has fallen. There are no par- 
titions, and all the water in the continuous 
trough is at the disposal of any particular 
syphon. Over 36,000 now in use. Notice the 


* Oponwa” Closet with large inspection over 
drain. 


Adamsez Itd 


SCOTSWOOD-ON-TYNE 





London Showrooms : ADAMS HOUSE, 
23 OLD QUEEN STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
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Among the many war applications of copper 
which make it necessary to curtail supplies 
for normal purposes such as cills, is its use in 
the stills and filters which purify the water so 
vital to our troops in the Middle East. This is 
also a reminder that copper in plumbing has 
always been associated with water purity, 
and that when copper is again released it will 
be used in this connection to a greater extent 
than ever before. 


AMONGST THE PUBLICATIONS ISSUED 
BY THE C.D.A. ARE THE FOLLOWING 


! 


Sheet Copper Work for 
Building. 


The Use of Copper for 

Domestic Water Services. 
Copper Alloy Sections. Copper Pipe Line Services 
Copper Data. in Building. 


Copper through the Ages. 


Any of these may be obtained free on request 


COPPER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 


® 


GRAND BUILDINGS, TRAFALGAR SQUARE, LONDON, W.C 2 
and 9 Bilton Road, Rugby 


A non-trading* organization maintained by 
the British copper industry to supply infor- 
mation and advice, free, to all users of copper. 
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‘C-M:WINDIN # 


HIS winding gear and brake are the fundamentals of- ECM reliability. 
Their immense strength is equal to any emergency. ECM designers 
are now engaged on war-time problems of great complexity and 
many new ideas which may not be revealed publicly have been 
perfected and are available to architects and engineers on enquiry, 













DIRECT-COUPLED ELECTRIC WINDING 
GEAR. ECM Self-Lubricated Gear with motor 
and brake mounted on bedplate forming one 
unit. Designed and manufactured to fine 
limits to work on heavy and continuous duty: 





~ Ege 


“The | 


_ 


ECM is the name 
of the Best Lift 


ETCHELLS, CONGDON & MUIR, LTD. | ' 
ANCOATS, MANCHESTER 


Silent A.C. Electric Brake with aay 4 Telephone : Ardwick 4111 And Branches 
Solenoid immersed in Oil Tanks ; LONDON LIVERPOOL BIRMINGHAM EDINBURGH SHEFFIELD f 











THE ARCHITECTURE 
OF ENGLAND I~ 


requ 

: the | 

From Norman times to the present day Whe 

By Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., A.LA.A. how. 

posi 

This book explains in a most attractive and original way, by means of text and pictures, with 

the whole story of the evolution of English architecture ; and, since they have influenced Met 

so largely the development of architecture, an account of the history and social life of the 

country is given as well. The text, written by a practising architect, describes every period to j 

under the general headings of History, Building Activity, Architectural Character and Buildings proc 
to See. Over 150 explanatory drawings and diagrams and about 80 half-tone pictures of P 

period buildings illustrate the book. Printed on art paper, and cloth bound, its size is _ 
113 inches by 9 inches. An illustrated prospectus will be forwarded on application. In 

, of 


PRICE 6s. Postage 7d. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS: War Address—45, THE AVENUE, CHEAM, SURREY 








| ed 





























MCKECHNIE 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


ROTTON PARK ST., BIRMINGHAM, 16 


The Makers of “Tank” Brand Non-Ferrous 
Metal Alloys, including :— 


Extruded Brass and Bronze 
Rods and Sections, 


Brass and Bronze Stampings, 
Gun Metal and Phosphor 
Bronze Ingots, 


Chill Cast Gunmetal and 
Phosphor Bronze Bars, and 


Terne Metal and Cupro Nickel 
Ingots and Granules, 


regret their inability to satisfy all the 
requirements of clients for their products for 


the time being. 


When Peace returns to the World again, 
however, they look forward to being in a 
position to supply their old and new friends 
with all their needs of the 
Metal Alloys they produce and to be able 
to prove once again that “McKECHNIE” 


products are second to none and that clients’ 


Non-Ferrous 


complete satisfaction is their chief concern. 


| In the meantime, they ask the indulgence 


| of their friends and thank them for the. 


} understanding and the forbearance already 
extended to them. 
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FOR ANY 
(EM)URGENCY! 


MATURED STOCKS 
OF MATERIALS 


SPEEDY 
CONSTRUCTION 





The Smith two-way reinforced fireproof floor can be 
employed immediately for any flooring or roofing require- 
ment. Matured stocks of standardised concrete units are 
available for light or heavy loadings. Speedy construction, 
without timber, is obtained with Patent telescopic centers. 
Our engineers will gladly assist with designs for flooring 
for any project in military, civil or domestic construction. 
Approved protection against incendiary bombs and splinters. 


SMITHS 


TWO-WAY REINFORCED 


FIREPROOF FLOORS 


SMITH’S FIREPROOF FLOORS LTD. 
(DEPT. A), IMBER COURT, EAST MOLESEY, SURREY 


Tel.: Emberbrook 3300 (4 lines). Licensees in principal provinces. 
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SHARP BROS. & KNIGHT 


LTD. 


Joinery Manufacturers 


Burton-on-Trent 


have reluctantly discontinued 


the issue of Catalogues for 


reasons which they feel sure 


will be appreciated. 























WEATHERPROOF 


(INTERNAL) 


OBSCURATION 
SHUTTERS 
FOR ROOF GLAZING 

Approved by H.M.0.W. and Ministry of Supply 


The Helliwell obscuration shutter is so 
designed that complete provision is made for 
carrying off rain-water. 


When the shutter is closed, shattered glass 
is prevented from falling. The operation of 
the shutter is unaffected by inclement weather 
conditions including snow-fall. 


When replacement of glass is necessary the, 


closed shutter enables re-glazing to be 
effected while factory work is in progress. 


External fixing of shutter can be arranged 
if desired. 


Details and prices will be sent on application 
to :— 


HELLIWELL & Co, Lid 


PATENT GLAZING - ROOF LIGHTS 


METAL WINDOWS 


BRIGHOUSE YORKSHIRE & 68 VICTORIA SE, LONDON, SW. 


Wi 








NE. <a SAI ROMELT A! 


W 


B 








Firms engaged on Govern- 
ment work interested in 
reducing weariness and 
fatigue and _ increasing 
efficiency and _ output 
are invited to write for 
copy which will be sent 
immediately on receipt 
of name and address 
and Id. stamp to comply 
with the new Government 
Paper Order. 





HIS illustrated treatise 

to aid sedentary 
workers proves with a 
degree of evidence which 
nothing can resist that men 
and women ofall ages pro- 
duce more per man-hour 
day after day and keepit up 
week after week if they 


SIT AT EASE ON 


EVERTAUT 


“SN LIMITED 


STEEL WORKS SEATING 


EVERTAUT LTD. Walsall Road, Perry Barr, Birmingham 22 


(Proprietors : J. B. Brooks & Co., Ltd.) 














Remember the Name 


PRESDWOOD 


(TRADE MARK) 


The time will come when 
Architects will again be free 
to specify, and obtain, the 
hardboard of their choice, to 
satisfy the high standard called 
for by reconstruction plans. 
Until then, and while control 
of distribution is imperative, 
we can only ask you to 
‘remember the name’ and the 
sterling qualities of Presdwood. 





BIN 
| PREXDY/OOD| 


— 
(Ve 





MADE IN CANADA AND SWEDEN 


Bevis Marks House. 


acoie 





MASONITE , LTD. 


Bevis Marks, London,E.C:3. 
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WARDLE “TRAFFORD” 


REFLECTORS 





No. A 5532 


Wardle Trafford Reflectors for use with 
80 watt, 5 
Heavy gauge sheet steel. 


Fluorescent Tubes. 
Standard finish 
White inside, grey out- 
With 


feet 


glossy enamel. 
side. 
ot without box for control gear. 


Chain or tube suspension. 


Publication A588 upon request 


WARDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER, 16 
London- 34 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 





| 
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BETTER VENTILATION SERIES. No. 4. 


HEAT TREATMENT 
SHOPS 


1943 [Ixxvii 


ee 









= positive air 

movement is essential in 
Heat Treatment Shops. 
Specify the new Positive Flow motorised 


. Ventilator for Extraction and Input. 
| = May we send you our Architects’ data 
sheet giving comprehensive particulars 
concerning the P.F.V.? Please ask for 
data sheet No. 2494A. 
. POSITIVE FLOW 


VENTILATORS LTD 


ASSOCIATED WITH DALLOW, LAMBERT & CO., LTD. 





SPALDING ST,, LEICESTER Phone : 27832-3 








FLAT ROOF 
20 KINGSWAY, LONDON Phone: CHAncery 83254 




















COMFORT 
THE SUFFERING 


Give to the Duke of Gloucester’s 
Red Cross and St. John Fund— 


and give a little extra. 


Contributions should be sent to 
the Fund at St. James’s Palace, 
London, S.W.1. 
































There is a close affinity between Space-time 


and Plastics. Both will play.an ever growing 
part in post-war reconstruction. 

May we assist with your problems when 
peace is declared ? 


PLASTILUME PRODUCTS LIMITED 


STATION WORKS , HIGH WYCOMBE . BUCKS 
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GLAZING 


The of 
HALL MARK CRAFTSMANSHIP 





If your building is 
essential to the war 
effort we can supply 
the glass and glazing 
immediately. 


Communicate at once with 


AYGEE 


LIMITED 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, S.E.| 


*Phone : WAT 6314 (6 lines) 
ENGLAND’S LARGEST 
GLAZING CONTRACTORS 























THE —— 


INFORMATION 
BOOK 


bbe book was originally prepared by Sir John 

Burnet, Tait and Lorne entirely for the use of 
their own office staff, but through their courtesy 
it is now made available to the whole of the 
architectural profession. 

The first part explains all the details of how their 
office is run, showing the exact part played by each 
cog in their organisation, while the second and 
larger part consists entirely of Information Sheets 
in diagrammatic form. These sheets cover such 
subjects as: Kitchens and fittings, furniture, timbers, 
windows, coal, gas and electric fires, lighting fixtures, 
stairs, plumbing, waterproofing, restaurant seating, 
concrete floors, steelwork, electricity data, ventilation, 
heating, and much other general information—their 
object being to give in readily accessible form 
information of the sort which is constantly needed 
in the architect’s office. 

The book contains 216 pages, size 12 in. x Qin., 
bound by the “ Spirax” process for easy handling, 
in covers of limp “ Rexine.” Price 25s. net; 
postage 8d. inland. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 
War Address: 45 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey 























“Reform” Roof Glazing Metal Windows 


Steel Fire Escape Stairs 


*Creve-o-Lux”’ Ligns 


In addition to the above, and others, Haywards’ Specialities include Lantern Lights, 


Fireproof Doors, Ventilators, Architectural 


Metalwork and ARP constructions. 


Now and after Victory, our best services are at your disposal—please write to us. 


HAYWARDS LTD., UNION STREET, BOROUGH, LONDON, S.E.1 _reephone: WATERLOO 6035-co39 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements should be addressed to the Advt. 
Manager, “‘ The Architects’ Journal.’’ War Address : 
45 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey, and should reach there 
by first post on Monday morning for inclusion in the 


following week’s paper. 


Replies to Box Numbers should be addressed 
care of ‘© The Architects’ Fournal.”” War Address: 
45 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey. 


° e 
Public and Official Announcements 
Six lines or under, 8s.; each additional line, 1s. 

The Incorporated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors maintains a register of qualified architects 
and surveyors (including assistants requiring posts, 
and invites applications from public authorities and 


rivate practitioners having staff vacancies. Address : 
75 Eaton Place, London, S.W.1. Tel.: Sloane 5615 
991 


Architectural Appointments Vacant 
Advertisements from Architects 
ants or Draughtsmen, and from 
Draughtsmen seeking positions in Architects’ offices 
will be printed in ** The Architects’ Journal’’ free 
of charge until further notice. Other ‘* Appoint- 
ments Vacant’? and ‘‘ Wanted”? will be found 
under later headings, and are subject to the charges 

given under each heading. 

Wherever possible prospective employers are urged 
to give in their advertisement full information about 
the duty and responsibilities involved, the location 
of the office, and the salary offered. The inclusion 


requiring Assist- 
Assistants and 


of the Advertiser's name in lieu of a box number is 
welcomed. 
A large firm of Architects and Surveyors practising in 


the Midlands has vacancies for the following :— 


SENIOR ASSISTANT. Qualifications required : 


A.R.I.B.A. or better; excellent designer and draughts- 
man essential ; capable of preparing coloured perspective 
drawings. 

SENIOR ASSISTANT. Qualifications required : 
4.R.I.B.A. or better; first-class experience in modern 
cinematograph theatre design and construction essential. 


SURVEYOR (LAND). 
A.M.T.P.I. or better ; 


Qualifications required: F.S.I., 
Experience in the preparation of 














lay-out and management of large estates essential 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR. Qualifications required : 
F.S.I. or better. Able to take control of section 
AT lic ya should indicate clearly which post they are 
it if ind state age, details of previous employ- 
it and oe Is required Box No. 44. 


Tue ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for January 21, 1943 [Ixxix 


Architectural [Appointments |Wanted 


YOUNG CHARTERED ARCHITECT offers part- 
time services. Experienced war damage surveys, working 
drawings, perspectives, etc. Please write Box 27. 


SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (34). ex- 
perienced in prefabrication and scientific construction 
methods, hostels and labour camps, factory layouts, 
road construction, field surveys, quantities, supervision, 
seeks position of national importance, interest and 
responsibility. Box 30. 


CHARTERED ARCHITECT, A.R.LB.A., Dipl. 
Arch. Lond., experienced in all branches of the pro- 
fession, including architectural education, desires part- 
time teaching appointment (architectural subjects) in 
London or Home Counties. Box 34. 


A.R.LB.A., age 37, Exempt Military Services, requires 
work in London. Salary £450 per annum or by arrange- 
ment. Box 37 


PROBATION R.I.B.A., age 22} years. Exempt 
Military Service, seeks progressive position of Architec- 
tural Assistant in Birmingham area. Five years office 
experience of all types of work. Box 36. 


ARCHITECT, experienced carrying through works 
complete, requires post in London area as manager. 
Please state approximate salary and prospects. Box 38. 


YOUTH just turned 17, seeks position in drawing 
office, preferably architect’s, in London area. Had 6 
months’ varied training in Provincial Civil E ngineering 
Drawing Office. Willing to submit testimonials. Box 40. 


ARCHITECTURAL AND BUILDING a mnt 
MAN would like part-time work.—F. r Ww. @, 
Eaton Mews West, S.W.1. 42 


ARCHITECT AND SURVEYOR, A.R.I.B.A., seeks 
position or work in own office which will allow him a 
day per week to attend to his own practice. Box 45. 


ARCHITECT AND SURVEYOR with own office in 
Gloucester, offers assistance in all branches of the 
Profession. Box 46. 


JUNIOR ASSISTANT requires a progressive position 
in an Architect’s office. London area. Have knowledge 
of draughtsmanship and building construction. Studying 
second year at Regent Street Polytechnic. Excellent 
references. Pupilage is possible. Box 47. 


ARCHITECT'S ASSISTANT, A.R.I.B.A., T.P.1. 
Final Exam. ; 31 years (woman) ; all round experience ; 
present salary £355 per annum; seeks position in 
Sheffield. Box No. 48. 


Classified Advertisements continued on page lxxx. 











STEELWORK BY 


SHARMAN 


& SON 
SWAN WORKS, HANWORTH, MIDDX. 


"Phones : Gr 
Feltham 3007. Sunbury 2367. **Sharman, Feltham.” 


BRAITHWAITE 
PRESSED STEEL TANKS 


BRAITHWAITE & CO., ENGINEERS, Ltd. 


London office, Temporary address 
35, KINGS HOUSE, HAYMARKET, 
Telephone, WHI 3993. 








S.W.1 
Telegrams : Bromkirk-Phon 








Wm. OLIVER & SONS, Ltd. 


(of Bunhill Row), 12/13 Bow Lane, E.C.4 


HARDWOODS 
SOFTWOODS 


Quota Merchants for 


NATIONAL STOCK 


HOME GROWN} 




















SMALL SEWAGE DISPOSAL PLANTS 


For RECEPTION AREAS » COUNTRY HOUSES - HOTELS + FACTORIES - SCHOOLS + HOSPITALS - CAMPS - ETC. 


where there is no Main Drainage 


Entirely Automatic 


The simplest and most effective 
small Sewage Treatment Plant in 
existence. 

Plants from 4 up to 100 people. 
Max. dia. 20 feet. 


PATENT 


The * PLANET” SELF-DOSING 


Recommended by Rivers Boards and Sanitary Inspectors 


May be duplicated. 
LARGER PLANTS FOR ANY NUMBER OF PEOPLe QUOTED FOR 


DISTRIBUTOR 


EFFLUENT may be DISCHARGED into 
DYKES, BROOKS, or on to WASTE LAND 


Adopted by MINISTRY OF WORKS AND 
BUILDINGS in all Departments. 


INSTALLED < DISTRICTS THROUGHOUT 
HE COUNTRY. 








HARTLEYS (Stoke- -on-Trent) LTD., STOKE-ON-TRENT 




















PRODUCTS 


LIMITED 


Hythe Works 
eae Bayes: 


“ FOSALSIL’ 
‘ FOSALSIL’ 
“INSULITE” 
“ INSULITE” 


’- Flue Bricks and Setting Powder 
Aggregate for Insulating Concrete 
Lightweight Partition Blocks 


Flue Bricks and Setting Powder 


FLUE 
BRICKS 


POWDERS 


PARTITION 














BLOCKS 
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SENIOR ASSISTANT (age 26), recent experience in 
hostels, factories, canteens, etc., expert draughtsman, 
requires responsible position in London architect’s office. 
Exempt from military service. Box 49. 


DRAUGHTSMAN, experienced all classes of architect's 
work, requires spare-time work, complete drawings 


carried out from rough sketches, moderate fees. Write 
Box 50. 


Other Appointments Vacant 
Four lines or under, 4s. ; each additional line, 1s. 
BUILDERS’ CLERK wanted for Lincolnshire builders 
office. Used to preparing jobbing accounts. State 
experience and salary required. Box 855. 


WORKER UP wanted for Lincolnshire builders office 
State qualifications, experience and wages required. 
Box 856. 


QUANTITY SURVEYOR wanted for Lincolnshire 
builders office. State qualifications, experience and 
wages required. Box 857. 

ASSISTANT EDITOR wanted for Architectural 


Paper. Write, with full particulars of qualifications, 
salary required, &c., to Box 51. 


Miscellaneous 
Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 
A. J. BINNS, LTD., specialists in the supply and fixing 
of all types of fencing, tubular guard rail, factory parti- 


tions and gates. 53, Great Marlborough Street, W.1. 
Gerrard 4223-4224-4225. 


ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL, March 4, 1937. This 
number wanted to purchase. Apply Box 41. 


1943 


SPECIFICATIONS AND BILLS OF QUANTITIES, 
etc., expeditiously and accurately typed or duplicated. 
Translations and Facsimile, Typewriting. All work 
treated confidentially. Miss G. Saunders, Typewriting 
Bureau, 17, Dacre Street, Westminster, S.W.1. Tele- 
phone: Whitehall 2605. 


WANTED, Second-hand and new copies of Standard 
Text Books of reference given in Memorandum for 
R.1.B.A. Final Examination. 
Box 839 


QUANTITY SURVEYOR, injured and long con- 
valescent, requests architect to give unneeded set of 
drawings and specification of oki job, approximately 
£5,000, for practice in preparing Bills of Quantities. 
Postage refunded.—Blake, 53, Radbourne’ Road, 
Balham, S.W.12. 850 


Good condition only. 


FURNISHED WORKING SPACE for One required 
in Architects or similar office, W.1 or W.C.1. Use of 
"phone not necessary. Berner, 416m, Fulham Road, 
S.W.6. 852 


WANTED TO PURCHASE. Copies of Architectural 
Record (N.Y.) for July and August, 1942. Box 853. 


CHILDREN’S STORIES are urgently required for 
book publication. MSS. of all types also welcome. 
Stockwell Ltd., Elms Court, Ilfracombe, Devon. (London 
Publishers, 44 years). 858 


Educational Announcements 
Four lines or under, 4s.; each additional line, 1s. 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSE for Planning Ex- 
aminations. Particulars from G. E. Payne, F.R.G.s., 
P.S.I., M.T.P.1., “‘ Marchfield,”” Taynton, Glos. 844 


R.LB. — aes ee 
. W. Box, F.R.1.B.A., M.R.San.I 
pit Term Wartime Tuition anemeag. 


Courses by Correspondence and Personal in Studio, 
115, Gower St., London, W.C.1. Telephone . Euston 3906 


R.LB.A. AND T.P. INST. EXAMS. Private Courses 
of tuition by correspondence arranged by Mr. L. Stuart 
Stanley,M.A., F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.1. Tutor, St. Catherine's 
College, Cambridge. 231 








SEND US YOUR 
ENQUIRIES FOR 
ALL YOUR 


CALORIFIER 


REQUIREMENTS 


HOLDEN & BROOKE LTD. 
SIRIUS WORKS, MANCHESTER 12 











Phone : 3685 (3 lines). 





BURTON-ON-TRENT 





THE MIDLAND JOINERY WORKS Ltd. 


Architects can rely on a quality unmatched, by men who have learnt their craft. 


Grams : “ Midjoin "’ Burton-on-Trent. 








SEALOCRETE PRODUCTS LTD. 
Atlantic Works, Macbeth Street, 
Hammersmith, London, W.6. 
Telephone : RiVerside 2686-7 





45 THE 





MODERN HOUSE 


By F. R. S. YORKE, A.R.I.B.A. 


The book includes a selection of the most successful examples 
of advanced house design from the leaders of the movement. 
Containing more than 200 pages, 74” x 10’, 
more than 500 photographs, plans and constructional details, 
of houses from all over the world, it outlines the require- 
ments of the new type of home and discusses plan, wall, 
window and roof. The third and enlarged edition includes an 
additional number of English examples. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 


AVENUE, 





THE 


illustrated by 


Price 2ls. Postage 8d. 


War Address: 


CHEAM, SURREY 














TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED, 


BUILDING AND CIVIL 


ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office: 10 ST. GEORGE ST. W.! 


also at 


RUISLIP ROAD, SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 


and branches throughout the Country. 


Telephone : 
‘WAXlow, 2366 (8 lines). 


** Taywood, Southall.”’ 


Telegrams : 





THE CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL 
(Patentees of ‘KEEPALITE’ 


Patent No. 313248), Grosvenor Gardens House, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1. 
Telephone: VICtoria 2299. 


Chloride 


a a 


STORAGE COMPANY LIMITED 
Automatic Emergency Lighting Equipment — Brii 


Telegrams : Chloridic, Sowest, London. 
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STRENGTH/WEICHT 
RATIO 


WEATHERPROOF 
& WATERPROOF 





HICH IMPACT 
RESISTANCE 


HIGH TENSILE 
STRENGTH 


A composite panel made from a 3” sheet of Emcore 
Plywood, faced both sides with 0.0156” steel and bonded with our special waterproof 
cement, has sixty times the rigidity of a steel sheet of equal weight. Such a scientific 
combination of strength, rigidity and high strength-to-weight ratio offers remarkable possibilities for 
the economic construction of partitions, doors, ceilings, cubicles, W.C. partitions and doors, shutters. 








Emcore Metal-Faced Plywood is available .in practically . 
any shape and size. Samples and further information (#7) 


on request. 


METROPOLITAN | . Eiselia 


METAL-FACED 
PLYWOOD COMPANY PLYWOOD 


18-30 LEONARD STREET, LONDON £.C.2 
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Reproduced by the courtesy of * The Graphic” and Harold J. Shepstone, F.P.G.S. 


Prehistoric 


Holy ot Holies. 


This remarkable hypogeum was dis- 
covered in 1902 and consists of numer- 
ous chambers excavated out of solid 


rock in three levels covering an area of 


about 54,000 square feet. The rooms 
vary in size from 21 x 159 feet high 
down to a cupboard-like recess. Practi- 
cally no two floors are on the same level; 
they are connected by irregular steps, 
a monolithic step or a sheer drop. 
Some of the ceilings are painted red 
with a scroll-like pattern as shown in 
the inset. The doorways have jambs 
and lintels hewn out of solid rock and 
the remarkable curved effect given by 
the jamb on the right-hand side of the 


illustration is a curious feature. ‘The 


Hal 


Architecture 


Malta 


temple is entirely underground and is 
of immense antiquity. 

It is a far cry from the rude and 
primitive work of an unknown age to 
the intricate construction required in 
modern times. From an underground 
ignorance, man has slowly developed, 
until he is capable of turning steel 
and concrete to his use and raising 
structures which are miraculous in com- 
parison with such temples hewn out of 
the rock in the dark beginnings of time. 

Month by month we are entrusted 
with the erection of new buildings, 
and the execution of Civil Engineering 
Contracts, and to each we bring the 
special knowledge demanded by the 
special need. 


Saflieni, 


JOHN LAING & SON LTD. 


BUILDING AND ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


MILL HILL, N.W.7 
DALSTON ROAD, CARLISLE 


Established 1848 


TELEPHONES : MILL HILL 3242. 
CARLISLE, 1820 
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